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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
It is great to learn that you have entered Tidy Towns for over 20 years and that your participation has had a 
profound positive impact on the community. This was our first visit to your beautiful location, and we were delighted 
with the opportunity to spend a little time close to the lakes and woodland.  You continue to work closely with the 
National School and the local GAA and this collaboration has great results. It is not surprising to read that your 
marks have been climbing over recent years, your strong committee and dedicated team of volunteers, including 
children, have done a great job and despite the pandemic you appear to have found ways of bringing everyone 
along with you on your journey to enhance your village and environs
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You are devoting a lot of energy to the maintenance of buildings, stone walls, covered signage and other built 
elements. Immediately we sensed great community pride and a commitment to keeping everything looking well. We 
got to observe some strimming and pruning that was underway and noted that there was attention to detail and 
sound horticultural practice. We noted the new wishing well and the “rockery” planting, using stone chippings as an 
excellent mulch. All buildings are clean, perhaps recently painted, and smart. The video captures this in addition to 
providing those excellent aerial shots. The hardstanding, changing rooms and new bench at the lakeside were also 
in good repair. The inviting “natural” playground, the church grounds, the school, the facilities and the walking track 
around the GAA grounds and the cemetery, all these important community spaces appeared to receive much care 
and attention and were very impressed
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The planting of snowdrops and bluebells along with your daffodils is an excellent way to support wildlife. Most 
daffodils are so highly bred and manipulated that they have little to offer insect life at a time of year when there a 
few food sources around. You are taking great care of your grassed areas and you have a nice mix of 
shrubs/perennial in the new “rockery” bed and the semi-circular stone bed. Remember to take care of your trees as 
they mature and look for other planting possibilities e.g., the community centre. You are blessed with so much 
natural green space around you that the smallest of floral/horticultural interventions will make a big impact and 
soften/adorn your built environment
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It is great to hear that you completed the Pinewood Consultants Biodiversity training course. Some towns and 
villages who competed the course included details of their planned actions in their Tidy Towns application. It would 
be interesting to learn about your plans. Your picturesque location provides you with a range of habitats, lakeland, 
woodland and the old bog road, that can support a very wide range of plants and critters. If you can develop plans to 
support and monitor these habitats, ensuring that human access leaves no trace’ you will have an amazing resource 
for children and adults. If the school is already doing nature walks and the Mud Bug group is doing ‘welly walks’ it 
sounds as if your biodiversity actions are already well underway. It will be interesting to see how the school’s 
wildflower garden progresses when compared to indigenous wildflowers on the old Bog Road as it is developed 
further for walkers. The guided nature walk with Mark Nolan must have been fascinating for the school children. If 
these could be held throughout the seasons, and adults were included, I suspect that they could be extended to the 
lakeside and the woodlands too

58

20

31

33

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

293

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

37

41

36

29

17

55

29

31

275

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 293

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/06/2022

 



It is great to hear that you completed the Pinewood Consultants Biodiversity training course. Some towns and 
villages who competed the course included details of their planned actions in their Tidy Towns application. It would 
be interesting to learn about your plans. Your picturesque location provides you with a range of habitats, lakeland, 
woodland and the old bog road, that can support a very wide range of plants and critters. If you can develop plans to 
support and monitor these habitats, ensuring that human access leaves no trace’ you will have an amazing resource 
for children and adults. If the school is already doing nature walks and the Mud Bug group is doing ‘welly walks’ it 
sounds as if your biodiversity actions are already well underway. It will be interesting to see how the school’s 
wildflower garden progresses when compared to indigenous wildflowers on the old Bog Road as it is developed 
further for walkers. The guided nature walk with Mark Nolan must have been fascinating for the school children. If 
these could be held throughout the seasons, and adults were included, I suspect that they could be extended to the 
lakeside and the woodlands too

Tidy Thursdays is a great initiative, great photos too. The pandemic forced you to find alternative ways of getting 
your community members involved in the local clean ups and clearly it has been successful. We were most 
impressed by local conditions, litter free, clean, tidy and well presented. We know that this is a never-ending job. 
Well done to all involved

There are so many great reasons for incorporating a walking track around the GAA sports fields. Creating a safe 
opportunity to exercise on a winter’s evening, while other family members might practice on the pitch is an obvious 
one. To have the track lit with low energy bulbs on a strict two-hour daily schedule is a regular reminder to locals 
about energy costs and the impact that light pollution can have on wildlife. St Columba’s achievements earning 
three green flags is fantastic.  Well done to them, the principal and the teacher who doubles as a Tidy Towns 
official. With expertise established within the school population on three critical areas; waste/recycling, sustainable 
energy and water there is now an impressive body of knowledge can be shared in homes and across the 
community. The tips and examples provided are excellent examples of easy to implement ideas. You also listed 
several great initiatives that most rural communities could instigate; the solar-powered speed warning at the school, 
the GAA fundraising recycling event, farmers bringing used silage wrap to a central collection point for recycling, the 
move to LED lighting and others. The bottle top artwork project is a very visible reminder of the issues that single 
use plastic causes, especially to our seas.  The older teenager’s participation in Junk Kouture is another example of 
how we can keep sustainability on everyone’s agenda in a way that is more palatable

We noted that there are many homes with beautiful gardens and that some of these can be enjoyed by visitors to 
the village. You included the playground in this section. It is a fantastic amenity, and the recent application of bark 
mulch makes it safer while making it a very natural part of the woodland. It must be a great adventure for young 
children to enter through the trees

You quite rightly acknowledge the great CE Scheme workers here. Your approach roads are excellent, particularly 
drawing close to the village centre where green areas are almost manicured. The repaired walling, foot paths, 
signage, raised beds, grass verges were all looking smart when we visited

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a delightful village to visit with evidence of huge community participation and pride. You have unique and 
picturesque amenities that you are caring for with a close eye on biodiversity and habitat conservation.  It will be 
interesting to see how you progress when you start to implement your new biodiversity plan. If you continue to work 
closely with your national school and GAA club it is very likely that you will continue to scale the ladder in Tidy 
Towns


