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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...  Thank you for your 
detailed and excellently presented application paperwork and photography. You have managed through challenging 
times to maintain and further deepen the community’s commitment to enhancing the town of Longford for residents 
and visitors. It was a pleasure to spend time in the town. The endeavours detailed in the application form are clear 
to be seen and enjoyed on the ground. We also had the opportunity to witness many of the dedicated volunteers 
hard at work on the busy streets and approach roads. You are working with an impressive list of organisations, 
agencies and event organisers and your regular meetings with senior council officials is a great way to bring 
immediacy to projects and priorities. Best of luck with Instagram and your future communication plans. It is great to 
hear about Longford’s inclusiveness and your friendly approaches to our Ukrainian guests.  Keep up the great work
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It would be impossible not to be impressed with the presentation of the many buildings that were previously 
unoccupied and/or in need of some major TLC. The careful consideration given to colours, naming and signwriting 
is truly impressive. The work done behind the scenes in contacting owners and liaising with all concerned must have 
been a mammoth task. Congratulations to all concerned – The Paint Longford Proud Initiative is a great success 
that could be implemented in many places across the country. We noted the fresh black painting of bins, bollards 
and poles; all very smart. It was a shame to see a bollard knocked over by a car on a main street, but this will likely 
be repaired promptly. We admired the “failte romhat” signage and the many shop windows that were dressed and 
attractive, rather than empty and neglected. Longford town is fortunate to have so many great buildings of historical 
importance and when retail, hospitality and public realm are all looking cared for there is little doubt that the 
commercial and social life is enhanced for everyone
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We noted the numerous green projects underway and complete in the public parks and along the canal. We were 
particularly impressed with the use of seasonal colour, baskets, and containers in the centre of the town which will 
mature and increase their impact as the summer progresses. The plans for the Northern Quarter and the Market 
Square are interesting and undoubtedly this will further enhance the town for all concerned
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The work completed on the canal will have benefits for years to come and the reduced grass cutting regime is 
clearly effective. It is always good to see that pollinator friendly plants are being used more widely. They make a 
small contribution to biodiversity but more importantly they are an important and visible reminder, to us all, of the 
climate emergency and the loss of biodiversity across the country and the globe. You have many laudable projects 
across the community, in schools and with various groups that must be acknowledged and praised. If you decide to 
go further you can reference the updated Tidy Towns Handbook which has numerous suggestions on biodiversity 
projects for Tidy Towns groups, these include initiates aimed at flora and fauna. It appears that your team are also 
working very hard to maintain areas that have been given over to pollinators and wildlife in recent years. This is a 
feat considering the number of busy and popular green spaces you must care for
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clearly effective. It is always good to see that pollinator friendly plants are being used more widely. They make a 
small contribution to biodiversity but more importantly they are an important and visible reminder, to us all, of the 
climate emergency and the loss of biodiversity across the country and the globe. You have many laudable projects 
across the community, in schools and with various groups that must be acknowledged and praised. If you decide to 
go further you can reference the updated Tidy Towns Handbook which has numerous suggestions on biodiversity 
projects for Tidy Towns groups, these include initiates aimed at flora and fauna. It appears that your team are also 
working very hard to maintain areas that have been given over to pollinators and wildlife in recent years. This is a 
feat considering the number of busy and popular green spaces you must care for

Despite being very busy with pedestrians and vehicular traffic Longford town was very clean and tidy when we 
visited. Clearly the combined efforts of all concerned is paying dividends and we hope that you extend our praise 
and gratitude to all those in both voluntary and paid roles who continue to patrol the streets, business parks and 
approach roads. We encourage you to continue to reduce inappropriate/pop-up signage as it greatly impacts on the 
visitor impression. We also observed a great number of dog walkers and noted that there was no issue with dog 
litter. The “paws on the green” initiative appears to be successful as does your “gum getter” invention.  Well done to 
everyone, including the comedian who wrote the “anti-litter” sign

It is heartening to hear about the many initiatives aimed at educating ourselves and the next generation on 
sustainability. The wheelchair accessible bench using recycled bottle tops is a great initiative as is the waste 
reduction and segregation. Willow Traders is a real asset for Longford. The bring-your-own coffee cup approach 
adopted by so many of your cafes is timely as government is about to act in this area. You might also consider 
looking at energy conservation measures, renewables and how to help families, institutions, and business owner to 
make the transition away from fossil fuels. In all areas relating to sustainability, it is great to look at metrics and cost 
savings as an incentive/motivator.

The residential streets were clean and tidy with grass and shrubberies well maintained and mostly weed free. We 
observed the pollinator friendly areas and new trees planted in some areas. There was clear evidence of a move to 
physical weed control away from chemical methods and we encourage you to continue with this transition so as not 
to undo the great work and all that is achieved is planting native species and/or pollinator friendly plants. The 
reduction in mowing regimes is an easy win in many situations where large grass areas are not required for 
sports/ball games. Keep an eye on signage and tree maintenance e.g., adjusting tree ties, removing suckers, etc. It 
is important to build on your stock of trees and not to have to replace trees after many years of growth. Some 
entrances to housing estates would benefit from a facelift as they make an important first impression

All the approach roads were free of litter, well presented with good signage and well mown 1 metre margin at the 
edge of wildflower meadow strips, where appropriate. The Ballinalee road project was well underway when we 
visited – the addition of the cycle path will be a great addition, well worth the short-term inconvenience of the contra 
flow traffic system. The native planting at the N4 Red Cow Roundabout will be great to observe in future years, 
bringing colour and biodiversity to this location. The new fencing and trees at the N5-N63 link road is a great 
solution to the issue of illegal dumping. It was great to see the approaches to the town so attractive and welcoming.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Longford was a treat to visit, a town that is cherished by locals, determined to put the best side out, not allowing 
unoccupied buildings or shops to detract from the overall impression.  The Paint Longford Proud Initiative is truly 
transformative, and the hard work involved cannot be underestimated. Looking to the future, some of the main 
streets in the town would benefit from additional tree-planting although it is recognised that this would require the 
creation of planting pits and the loss of pedestrian and/or vehicular space. Some of the residential housing estates 
are blessed with beautiful trees where others require some planting to soften the built environment. It would be 
better to dispense with the large concrete drainage pipes/planters that add little to the green or built environment. 
Longford town is making great strides and the Tidy Towns committee and volunteer group should be very proud of 
their achievements thus far


