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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Thank you for your excellent application that included photography, a clear map, sample electronic newsletter and 
detailed information on past, current and future projects. You have a strong committee and volunteer team, and it is 
great to hear about your annual invitation to the “Ideas for Lanesborough” meeting, whereby you ensure that all new 
members of the community are personally invited. Asking for ideas and input is a great way of identifying those 
individuals who are motivated enough to pick up a spade, a paint brush, a pooper scooper or indeed a pen or a 
phone. Your approach to communications is effective and of course this is the bedrock upon which everything else 
is achieved. Your collaboration with a wide range of support and funding agencies is very impressive and your 
current focus on the Eco Activity Park, the amphitheatre in First Quarry and the Mid Shannon Wilderness Park are 
likely to yield major tourism and leisure assets that will benefit the town and surrounding areas
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Your built environment is looking great, the churches and other important structures are in good repair and well 
presented. Your efforts to deal with unoccupied buildings are paying off and all power washing, painting, repairs, 
and screening is a good investment of time and resources. The overall impression and impact are positive and with 
the Shannon crossing at the fulcrum there is a particularly attractive experience for visitors. It is two decades since 
this adjudicator visited the town and there is a dramatic improvement over that period. The Town Park area is 
central and the investment in professional landscape architecture design is to be welcomed. This is a challenging 
brief and an exciting opportunity to create an iconic multi-functional space. We look forward to seeing the final 
design proposals. In the interim you are busy with many ongoing projects, and all these require time and energy.

43

Having your own glass house at the rear of St Mary’s is a great way to quickly multiply your plant numbers and 
reduce the need to spend large amounts of hard-earned funds on perennials and annuals. Plants donated by 
residents are a great way to add to your planting palette. The community garden, the use of native Crataegus and 
the planting of 2,000 daffodils are fantastic initiatives. The Narcissus is bright and cheerful early in the year when 
some colour is needed, but it offers little to pollinators. You can add to them in future years with snow drops, crocus 
and grape hyacinths and these will provide food for pollinators along with the striking colour of the daffodils
We observed the new planting areas and paid particular attention to the new beds at the main street/Longford Rd 
junction. Large areas of deep pebble, recently placed on large unplanted rectangles edged with small box hedging 
plants. Some plants were unhealthy, and the large quantities of box could not be held in place. We were confident 
that a later visit would tell a different story when the work was complete. Great to hear about the focus committee of 
eight who focus on flowers and flower beds and their maintenance. A couple of days without water or deadheading 
and they can quickly go into decline. Despite our early summer visit the town was already starting to look colourful 
and attractive
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plants. Some plants were unhealthy, and the large quantities of box could not be held in place. We were confident 
that a later visit would tell a different story when the work was complete. Great to hear about the focus committee of 
eight who focus on flowers and flower beds and their maintenance. A couple of days without water or deadheading 
and they can quickly go into decline. Despite our early summer visit the town was already starting to look colourful 
and attractive

As stated, biodiversity is an area of particular focus for you. You have achieved so much over the years across 
different types of terrain and across so many species of flora and fauna. The multiple walks with great signage offer 
both leisure, pleasure and education for residents and visitors. You have so many habitats from woodland to bog, 
riverside to native hedgerow and stone walls. All appear to be appreciated and managed. Your plan to completely 
dispense with the need for herbicides is very welcome. There is little point in creating and supporting habitats if they 
are threatened by chemical damage. The Lough Bannon Bogland Trail and the upgrade of the Common North 
Woodland Trail are exciting to read about. Access to bog and woodland in these sensitive areas has to be managed 
appropriately and your cooperation with others such as Bord na Mona, NPWS, Coillte and Longford Council is 
commendable. Again, an important investment of time and resources where the outcomes are vitally important

Your litter control strategy is very successful. The daily litter patrols, involving the schools, undergrounding lines, 
and maintaining derelict buildings all combine to create the impression of pride and attention to detail. Of course, the 
segregation of waste is a must, and the use of these new double waste litter bins is a great reminder to all users that 
every piece of must be assessed before it is “discarded”. The An Taisce Spring Clean is very interesting and clearly 
this makes a significant difference to approach roads. We observed a few weedy kerbs and verges that had yet to 
be addressed but undoubtedly all areas are addressed within time. Likewise, some potholes on the main street, 
from recent excavations, will be repaired. Otherwise, we were impressed with the overall cleanliness and absence 
of “fresh” litter, cigarette butts and dog litter. Well done to all who work on this throughout the year

Your approach to sustainability is impressive. You are looking at this important issue across all your activities and all 
stakeholders and members of the community. Along with biodiversity collapse, climate change it is the biggest issue 
of our time and one that we must address in every area of our lives. You have also started to measure your success 
and detail the smallest action that you can take. As you know we need to change our old habits which were often 
predicated on having unlimited access to resources This change to an attitude that places circularity and 
interdependence at the centre of our everyday decision making is clearly the way forward. This is not easy, but your 
approach will yield results. If we can make many small changes every day the bigger changes will be less daunting. 
The 15% reduction across several categories that you recorded is very encouraging particularly when linked to 
financial savings. Your spring seminar was an excellent way for both business owners and homeowners to hear 
concrete transferable examples and your membership of SEAI Sustainable Communities should assist in 
maintaining the focus on sustainability

All residential areas and housing estates were in great shape, and we observed the “uneven appearance” in how 
you characterised the main street with varying heights and sight lines. However, as most buildings are in good 
repair and/or are well presented the overall impact is positive. We looked at the ongoing work in the housing estates 
and were encouraged to see great planting and good lawn/meadow management throughout. We would 
recommend a look at tree maintenance, stake and tree adjustment, removal of suckers, etc and of course the 
continuation with tree planting where possible. Some grass areas could reduce their mowing regimes and create 
either short term or long-term meadows and where budget allows try to use mulches on freshly planted beds and 
shrubberies e.g., close to the school. We saw some evidence of herbicide use which could be addressed in the 
future but otherwise Lanesborough should be very proud of its residential areas – a very nice place to live

All 3 approach roads were looking well with some verges still to be mown or strimmed but all were clear of litter with 
clean signage and colourful planting in stone beds at the bases of town signs. As you reported the quantity of litter 
removed in the spring clean-up is a good indication of the challenge associated with keeping these roads clean. 
490kgs of waste takes time and energy to collect. The information provided on the town plaza combined with the 
future development of a whiskey distillery and visitor centre is very exciting which will dramatically enhance your 
streetscape. One to look forward to!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Lanesborough was a pleasure to visit. As mentioned earlier, the town is clearly undergoing a period of rapid change 
and enhancement. Unsurprisingly, you are climbing up the ladder in the Tidy Towns competition and with the 
enthusiasm, skills, hard work and level of commitment that is on display this climb will continue. Best of luck in 
future years




