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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Granard was a pleasure to visit. The combination of yarnbombing and murals add colour and interest to the visitor 
experience. Your team is clearly working hard, maintaining established spaces, developing recent projects and 
looking to the future. Thank you for listing some examples of achievements delivered by Tidy Towns. It is great to 
see how far you have come and how new generations take up the reigns and build on the work of others. Your 
tribute to Sean and Winnie Howard is very poignant and we are delighted to hear that Winnie is hale and hearty and 
continuing to volunteer. Your tourist map is very attractive, the clarity of information provided, and the excellent 
photography was invaluable. If you link the actions/projects under discussion to the map, using a legend, it will 
ensure that the adjudicator gets to see and appreciate all your hard work. Communications within the community 
appear to be effective and your committee and volunteer group are working well with many other organisations. 
Your many successful collaborations with the Men’s Shed group are proof of this. We visited their premises and 
were most impressed with the set up and activities. It is great to hear about new volunteers from various 
nationalities and well done on the new shed. We hope that you get to further develop and expand your new base 
with meeting space and the obligatory kettle.
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Granard was buzzing with activity and commerce when we visited, atmospheric and friendly. You have a diversity of 
architectural styles and purposes, retail, residential, industrial, and educational buildings, all in close proximity. Many 
buildings have great charm and historical importance and the uninhabited/derelict buildings that have been tackled 
and/or that host murals make a significant positive contribution to the town’s character. We hope you will continue 
with your discussions with Council to find ways to address these sad buildings and not let them take away from all 
the great work you are doing. Unfortunately, when most buildings are cared for and well presented, those that are 
not become even more obvious. In the interim, there may be some easy wins for examples the large unused 
showroom beside the community centre could have a temporary/pop up installation in front of it. Continue with 
representation on the wirescape, when all cabling is underground the absence of this clutter is dramatic, particularly 
in a condensed space like Granard. Thankfully, you have such an impressive range of sculptural pieces, both new 
and old, beautiful churches, stained glass windows, monuments, original shop fronts and other places of interest 
that Granard’s streetscape outshines many towns of this size.
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Thank you for the short list provided. Trees are establishing well. The wildflower bank at the Doors Project was 
looking splendid with oxe eye daisies doing their thing. We could see the importance of the native planting to the 
rear. If this thickens to provide a solid green backdrop the very impactful doors, especially when lit, will anchor to the 
landscape. Most of the containers and planters were looking great and thanks again for the spring photos. Your 
daffodils are very cheery and effective in spring. If you are adding bulbs give some consideration to other species 
that are better for supporting insect life early in the year, when they most need our intervention. Snowdrops, crocus 
and grape hyacinth are among those species that work well. Fine mulches would help with weed suppression on 
new or renewed beds such as the one at the national school. The landscaping/barrels at Super Valu were in need of 
some TLC and we hope that this pivotal area in the town was addressed at some point during the summer.
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looking splendid with oxe eye daisies doing their thing. We could see the importance of the native planting to the 
rear. If this thickens to provide a solid green backdrop the very impactful doors, especially when lit, will anchor to the 
landscape. Most of the containers and planters were looking great and thanks again for the spring photos. Your 
daffodils are very cheery and effective in spring. If you are adding bulbs give some consideration to other species 
that are better for supporting insect life early in the year, when they most need our intervention. Snowdrops, crocus 
and grape hyacinth are among those species that work well. Fine mulches would help with weed suppression on 
new or renewed beds such as the one at the national school. The landscaping/barrels at Super Valu were in need of 
some TLC and we hope that this pivotal area in the town was addressed at some point during the summer.

You mention the reduction of mowing to a grass strip and the move to pollinator friendly plants in your planting 
schemes as the two actions under this category. You could also reference your native plants/trees and the 
installation of bug hotel. There are many other considerations such as adopting a non-chemical policy for weed 
control, installation of bird boxes and bat boxes, creation of other mini habitats for wildlife, a community/edible 
garden, etc.

Well done to all on litter control. Despite a bustling town we noted that you were litter free on the day we visited, and 
most pathways and buildings were clean/washed/painted. We did not encounter dog fouling or inappropriate posters 
or signage. Your active engagement with dog owners, business owners and other members of community appears 
to be working well

Sustainability is another one of those broad categories under which there are countless possibilities. You reference 
grass mulching, the use of bulbs and perennials rather than annuals and using every opportunity on Facebook to 
promote recycling. This is all commendable. We noticed the location of the bottle banks and spotted some littering 
close by. This semi-hidden location is likely to be a challenge to maintain litter-free. Other sustainability topics worth 
consideration includes energy usage and reduction, water conservation and use of water butts and transport 
initiatives e.g. supporting pedestrian and cycling initiatives, to name but a few

You provided no information for this category, but we took the opportunity to explore. While many individual 
residents are making valiant efforts with their front gardens or areas adjacent to their homes most estates have 
great scope for improvements. Weedy kerbs could be addressed, tree planting would be beneficial, and entrances 
could be enhanced to make them more welcoming to visitors. We read in a previous report that you were 
encouraged to approach these residents and encourage them to set up residents’ associations. It would be 
interesting to know whether any progress was made to date. We have observed that in some towns and villages 
that the local Tidy Towns group take the bull by the horns (so to speak) with regard to residential areas and 
abandoned properties. They get the ball rolling by offering some help and pretty soon they find there is enough 
momentum for them to step back. Whatever way you proceed we wish you well

We were mightily impressed by your approach roads, clean with a well mown narrow strip of grass where possible 
leaving some real estate for wildlife. Your signage and planters are great, and it was also good to see the striking 
spring photos with daffodils making a real statement. The An Taisce spring clean-up was clearly effective. Your 
photos also highlight that you had a mix of ages helping with the clean-up. One or two signs needed a wash but 
otherwise there is good sense of arrival created by the attention on approach roads. Most homeowners on the 
approach roads have tended to their own gardens and it appears that some may be caring for adjacent green 
space.  One road was particularly disadvantaged by the sad appearance of neglected property but overall, it is fair 
to say that your approach roads are a credit to you and the community

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Our visit to your town was very enjoyable. You have a unique mix of activities and architecture that provide many 
layers of interest, not to be found in many places. You have achieved so much over the years despite the 
challenges associated with constant change, new communities, abandoned premises and of course changing 
personnel in your group.  You should be very proud of your many projects and the ways in which you are 
addressing important issues like mental health. We hope that this report assists you in driving forward with 
continued enthusiasm and creativity


