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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Thank you for submitting an extremely well-presented pack with many points of interest clearly annotated on your 
map. The additional photography and documentation were also very helpful in our adjudication process. You are still 
working with a small but clearly dedicated committee and volunteer team. We wondered whether a larger team 
would allow you to share the workload and cover more ground, pun intended, particularly early in the summer when 
it is difficult to stay ahead of weeding and the planting of seasonal colour. That said, we found Edgeworthstown to 
be completely litter free, a town that has been completely altered when bypassed, one that has numerous unique 
places of interest and a diverse palette of architectural styles and periods. Twelve years of Tidy Towns participation 
is not a long time considering the rapid changes that you have faced during this period with ten new housing 
estates, the decline of the bar trade, the move to online retail and the changing ways in which we all work. In that 
context, your list of completed projects is very impressive and we are mindful that ongoing maintenance is a 
mammoth task for a small group of volunteers. We hope that you continue to work closely with the schools and all 
others that you have collaborated with over recent years. We particularly liked the Credit Union sponsored school 
competition and its link to biodiversity
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You listed ten places of note in your application, and we took time to investigate every street and road. Clearly there 
has been several important additions and renovations over recent years such as the new library and the old Ulster 
Bank building. It is great to see the bank façade preserved while changing use to a shared workspace. We spotted 
the EV charging point outside. Buildings like these set a standard that often encourages others to follow suit. 
Upgraded lighting in the green, parking, accessibility issues, foot paths, underground cables, poles, vacant building; 
you are proactive across all aspects of streetscape and architecture. The results speak for themselves and when 
viewed in conjunction with the many great buildings of historical and religious interest you have a town that is very 
interesting to peruse. The great photographic display of the town’s history hosted in the Bia Deas restaurant was a 
good reminder of how much you have to offer visitors and residents. The home-made soup and brown bread went 
down well too. The vacant premises that you mentioned is indeed a problem and we hope that you will continue to 
make representations to have it addressed. In some communities, where all else had failed, Tidy Towns groups 
have sought and received permissions to take on the painting and/or repair of these very visible buildings.
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Again, you provided an impressive list of maintained spaces and a number of recently initiated projects such as the 
new stage/band stand area in the village green and the recent plantings of copper beech and hawthorn in two 
locations, the second one close to the eye-catching stand of Birch, nicely mulched with stone chippings. Biodiversity 
and sustainability appear to be at the forefront for the most part in your landscaping decisions. Our visit was early 
summer, and it appeared that some smaller containers had not received their summer planting. A later visit would 
paint a different picture. But more importantly, you are using these same containers for spring flowering bulbs. We 
were particularly interested in the six very large planters and their siting at central locations. Noting that there were 
no soft margins for tree root pits it appears a decision was made to use these containers, large enough to 
accommodate street trees. We were impressed with the scale of these planters and the underplanting, but they 
appeared to add clutter to the town and to reduce space for pedestrians at busy junctions. While not easy nor 
inexpensive, it would be far better to excavate the ground to get trees directly into s root pit. Species with clear 
stems (no low branches) that have an upright/fastigiate habit would be very suitable.
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Again, you provided an impressive list of maintained spaces and a number of recently initiated projects such as the 
new stage/band stand area in the village green and the recent plantings of copper beech and hawthorn in two 
locations, the second one close to the eye-catching stand of Birch, nicely mulched with stone chippings. Biodiversity 
and sustainability appear to be at the forefront for the most part in your landscaping decisions. Our visit was early 
summer, and it appeared that some smaller containers had not received their summer planting. A later visit would 
paint a different picture. But more importantly, you are using these same containers for spring flowering bulbs. We 
were particularly interested in the six very large planters and their siting at central locations. Noting that there were 
no soft margins for tree root pits it appears a decision was made to use these containers, large enough to 
accommodate street trees. We were impressed with the scale of these planters and the underplanting, but they 
appeared to add clutter to the town and to reduce space for pedestrians at busy junctions. While not easy nor 
inexpensive, it would be far better to excavate the ground to get trees directly into s root pit. Species with clear 
stems (no low branches) that have an upright/fastigiate habit would be very suitable.

It is great to see the number of projects listed under the biodiversity section and every one of them salient and most 
of them new projects. Some of these actions, particularly the training initiatives and visits to other locations will 
inspire more great ideas and actions in the future. The school art project, sponsored by the Credit Union is fantastic 
and thanks for sending on the details. The humble dandelion has come a long way over recent decades, from the 
weed that needed to be sprayed before it sent seeds far and wide - to becoming a symbol of our need to loosen up 
and leave some food for our little critters who also share this planet with us. It is good to hear that the ETT member 
who attended the Green Pine biodiversity course is focusing on water quality and you now have a permaculture 
expert on your team. The pollinator-friendly planting at the river, the steppingstone garden for children with animal 
prints on each step and the creation of meadows, reducing mowing regimes, creating habitats flora and fauna.  This 
is a category that you have fully embraced. Do not be put off by slowly maturing meadows, these areas can take 
time to bring to fruition depending on seed mixes and underlying conditions and indigenous seed.

We were very impressed with the levels of cleanliness maintained throughout the town and especially in those 
“blackspot” locations near recycling facilities, where dumping is likely to occur, or broken glass is likely to be found.  
You have a very good handle on all locations, and you appear to be meticulous in your approach, lots of nicely 
painted bins and street furniture, big areas of paving well weeded and clear of moss. Having clothing banks moved 
out of supervised areas is important as is your regular liaison with council and cooperation with Tus workers. We 
spotted a few locations, some may be on a to-do list, some may be outside your purview, the entrance to the 
Edgeworthstown Rectory looked a little unloved and the railings at the nursing home facing the road needed a 
wash/paint as was the wall below. Some retailer(s) have taken to using large sheets of timber as advertising boards 
for special offers. In this same high-profile location, there are weeds at the base of the same wall. Some signage in 
the town also needed a wipe. It is likely that these issues were addressed during the summer when your team were 
in full swing. We saw a number of projects get going on the day of our visit

This is another commendable list of projects, new and ongoing, all important. The new EV car charger could also 
feature under this heading. The new electronic display noticeboard is a great addition to the town and the 
installation of the clothing banks in Saint Johns and Saint Mary’s schools are great initiatives. Not only supporting 
school tours but raising awareness of the value of unwanted clothing items among a younger demographic with 
strong interest in fashion. Your refurbished bins and recycled paving slabs are good examples of doing more with 
less and the new “Fabulous Finds” recycling shop is a great addition to the town. Tom and Brian are leading the way 
with water butts and perhaps others in the community could be encouraged or even incentivised to install them at 
their homes. The NZEB accreditation achieved by the library suggests that it could offer workshops or classes to 
locals on sustainable architecture. The Co:WORX facility that can host 40 remote workers is a potential game 
changer in how we live and work. The benefits are immeasurable, sharing light, heat and other overheads, bringing 
workers back into the town, supporting local cafes and restaurants, improving socialisation and mental health, etc. 
Not to mention the restoration of a beautiful building and the creation of a beautiful place to work

This is clearly a challenging and frustrating category for ETT. We witnessed some sad scenes, neglect, weedy 
kerbs, broken down walls, overgrown green spaces and litter starting to accumulate in tall grass. You listed all your 
endeavours to date, and they are impressive. Despite all your best efforts, support, assistance, and representations 
many estates need serious attention and development. With new communities starting to settle down and the 
Council taking over the maintenance of greens in the housing estates you have more reason to be optimistic. We 
hope you maintain your focus and support, setting up residents’ associations, etc.  That said, we must also 
recognise all that has been achieved and it is important to recognise that there are many individuals who are making 
massive personal efforts to enhance their neighbourhood, both within the estates and outside the estates. Your 
member has made Charlotte Row a joy to behold for all who pass, although those multiple small pots must be hard 
to sustain on hot summer days. Other attractive spots included the pampas grass and Cotinus (smoke bush) 
planting at the Chapel Lane apartments

Well done on your approach roads. With the addition of the bypass, new connecting roads and very large 
roundabouts on top of your pre-existing road network, you have many kilometres of roadways to maintain. While 
one sign e at the old Longford Rd looked a bit forgotten and some neglected buildings have a minor impact they did 
not in any way take away from the positive impact that your approach roads had on us. There is evidence of hard 
work everywhere. The greenery created a great sense of anticipation. The wildflower meadows looked great, 
particularly the roundabouts. The ox eye daisies were very attractive. Shrub beds and planters looked great. And it 
was good to see pollinator-friendly plants used. Mowing regimes appear to support wildlife with narrow mowing strip 
in places and “the walks” looked well cared for. We spotted some use of chemical spray which is best avoided and a 
tendency to scalp older shrubs into unnatural shapes, but these practices are easily changed. Some of your 
approach roads have become lovely linear parks with great scope to support biodiversity

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



roundabouts on top of your pre-existing road network, you have many kilometres of roadways to maintain. While 
one sign e at the old Longford Rd looked a bit forgotten and some neglected buildings have a minor impact they did 
not in any way take away from the positive impact that your approach roads had on us. There is evidence of hard 
work everywhere. The greenery created a great sense of anticipation. The wildflower meadows looked great, 
particularly the roundabouts. The ox eye daisies were very attractive. Shrub beds and planters looked great. And it 
was good to see pollinator-friendly plants used. Mowing regimes appear to support wildlife with narrow mowing strip 
in places and “the walks” looked well cared for. We spotted some use of chemical spray which is best avoided and a 
tendency to scalp older shrubs into unnatural shapes, but these practices are easily changed. Some of your 
approach roads have become lovely linear parks with great scope to support biodiversity

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulations on all your hard work. You have a small committee and volunteer group who are clearly doing a 
great job. We hope that you can build on this group and share some of the load in future years. The teenagers 
participating in the spring clean-up, the children entering the Credit Union competition and the children in Auburn 
Park are all potentially future leaders and activists in Edgeworthstown. We hope that you can keep them engaged.  
Your informal “over the car bonnet” meetings appear to have been very effective considering all you have achieved 
over the last year. These meetings are likely shorter, and more action focused outside of the comfort of a warm hall. 
While you are battling to affect changes in some quarters you are already victorious on many fronts, and this is 
reflected in a greatly enhanced town with impressive progress on litter, biodiversity, and sustainability. Well done


