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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Congratulations on your continued commitment to Tidy Towns despite the loss of your fundraising event in Skelly’s 
the negative impact that Covid has had on your committee and volunteers. Clearly Ballymahon is a thriving and 
bustling town with a young growing population requiring your full attention to keep on top of everything. You have a 
small volunteer team who are clearly working their socks off and you appear to be working well with many 
organisations and institutions. It is great to see this level of integration and collaboration. Thanks for sharing your 
photography that captures your work with community members of all ages and some from The Mercy and the 
Vocational School. I am sure that you will be working with all three schools before long which bodes well for the 
future of the town. You are using both traditional and new methods of communication with appears to be working. 
Well done on Face Book. 1269 followers is no mean feat.
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Well done on your multiple grant applications. This can be time consuming, and the work done behind the scenes is 
often underestimated and without thanks. You specifically called out the seating that was, in the first instance, 
positioned at Skelly’s and Wilder & Gold. Our nationwide move to al-fresco living and dining is likely to remain with 
us despite the success of the campaign to deal with Covid-19. We noted the condition of the old bins made with 
decking board. You are correct to continue to push for the promised streetscape with new bins, parking, planting 
beds and London Plane Trees. In the interim perhaps a coat of dark grey paint might take help to hide the rustic 
nature of the bins. The town was very busy on the day we visited but we took time to admire those premises that 
have made great efforts with their presentation. The shop window competition is a great idea. Some buildings are 
still in need of repair and additional artwork many assist you in the overall impression where a building has fallen 
into disrepair. Some power washing may provide a quick fix in the short term. We particularly admired the use of 
poetry/quotes and portraits at the Kayak Club which gives the town some personality
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Well done on the new projects and the continued maintenance of green areas and containers. The new planting at 
Marian Terrace appears to be establishing well. The 1916 memorial planting, the new hedging on the Athlone Road 
and the planting approaching the Green Way is impressive, particularly the use of thorns and hazel which are no fun 
to plant but very valuable as native plants that support biodiversity. The new planters at the church look great and 
as we visited in early summer there were some containers yet to be planted up fully. Great to see the uses of weed 
fabric and sone mulches which make planting more sustainable
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

277

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 277

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

16/06/2022

 



fabric and sone mulches which make planting more sustainable

It is a huge advantage to have the river Inny running through the town providing a fantastic amenity, an educational 
resource and potential for rich biodiversity. The local authorities water programme is ideally suited to support you in 
your work to plant, conserve and educate. Training two team members with the Water Resource Management 
Course is an ideal way to embed the learning in the local Tidy Towns group and to share this knowledge with 
everyone in the community. The biodiversity space at the Kayak Club appeared to be mostly grass-based but it all 
helps. Involving the schools in the annual tree planting project at Longford Bridge is ideal for educational purposes. 
If a record is maintained so that pupils can revisit their tree(s) over the years, it will instil a sense of what can be 
achieved to combat climate change while also clearly demonstrating the time and effort required to grow trees and 
to replace the carbon sinks that are lost every year. The reduction in the number of small planters/containers as 
recommended by previous adjudicators and dictated by the absence of funds is welcome news especially when we 
hear about stolen water butts. If water butts are required, perhaps they can be placed in the gardens of volunteers 
or in more secure locations where they are safe from “water harvesting thieves”

We would encourage you to continue to liaise with the Council on litter and new bins. We recognise the challenge 
that the reduction in volunteers has made and as your litter pick is restricted to the Sunday morning it is likely that 
litter will build throughout the week. As you know when litter is present in the environment it is more likely that others 
will follow suit. Equally, the same applies when a town is litter free – visitors and residents are less likely to copy the 
bad habits of the litter louts.  While we noted litter at the very busy area adjacent to the Kayak Club and the 
playground we commend you on the efforts made and the cleanliness achieved in most areas

As detailed, your work on water quality conservation and water use is commendable. It would be beneficial to 
explore waste management, transport and energy conservation in future years

We spent some time in all the housing estates and were happy to note good standards of maintenance and 
cleanliness. Some beds/sleeper planters were unplanted, but our visit was early in the season. Where a large grass 
meadow is created, we would recommend mown strips around the edges and across the diagonals (desire lines) to 
demonstrate that this is an intended designed landscape and not one that happened through neglect. We noted 
some excellent trees here and there and would recommend a workshop on tree care, staking, tree tie adjustment 
and removal of suckers. For the most part kerbs were weed free but there was some evidence of chemical spraying 
which should be discouraged

All your hard work on the approach roads is paying dividends as they were very clean and free of litter when we 
visited. There are a high number of approach roads with a high volume of traffic linked to Centre Parks and this is 
likely to cause a bigger litter challenge for you. Continue to push for repairs to the Longford Rd so that it does not 
result in a cycling tragedy

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballymahon was an interesting town to visit, a place that is in growth transition and awaiting significant investment 
from the Council.  The new streetscape will be a game changer. In the interim you are working hard with limited 
resources but making great strides. The river and the proximity to Centre Parks and the Greenway are advantages 
to be leveraged and I look forward to future visits. Ballymahon has great scope to climb the ranks in Tidy Towns with 
a renewed focus on biodiversity and sustainability. Best wishes for the future


