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Congratulations on participating in Tidy Towns for over 20 years. Your small community appears to be benefitting 
greatly by the work done by the committee and volunteers. You have a picturesque village, and it was a pleasure to 
visit. It is good to hear that communication is strong and participation is not an issue for you. Involvement in the 
competition is motivating members of the community to get on board and play a part and this was very evident 
during our visit as we could see first-hand the impressive work undertaken at the renovated community centre. The 
fallout from Covid and the loss of your local pub and meeting place, must have had a very negative impact and it is 
great to see that you have a beautiful new multi-purpose space available to you. Well done to all who made this 
happen. It is good to hear that the local girl guides are also using the hall and that your group has had an 
opportunity to speak with them about the important work of Tidy Towns
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All elements of the built environment were looking well, the church and bridge are important structures as is the 
newly refurbished community hall. Try to avoid chemical treatment when weeding kerbs and footpaths. Best of luck 
with the recovery/restoration of the well. We didn’t see the baskets on the bridge but these probably came later in 
the summer. Take a few photos for next year. The new footpaths to the community centre are well finished with an 
imprinted dyed concrete. We would recommend levelling the soil to these to avoid any accidents. This is probably 
on your to-do list. It is also an opportunity to do some new planting and perhaps the girl guides could be involved. 
The two beds at end of the parking area in front of the church would benefit from a refresh and it is great to see this 
identified as a planned project. While most residents are making great efforts in their private gardens and with their 
homes one or two close to the church need may benefit from more encouragement
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Grass areas were well mown and there are many shrubs around the church yard and community centre that have 
passed the test of time. That said, a refresh could assist with eradicating bramble and scutch/couch grass. There is 
an opportunity to plant a nice line of trees across the front of the church and community centre which would greatly 
enhance the streetscape
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We noted the areas of unmown grass that benefit pollinators but also observed some evidence of chemical spray 
along the main thoroughfare which could be minimised in the future to support biodiversity. Consider using 
pollinator-friendly plants wherever possible and you could develop a small space for edibles and flowers in the 
community hall garden. This community garden could involve the girl guides
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community hall garden. This community garden could involve the girl guides

Your twice-yearly litter pick and the regular litter picking by your community members are paying dividends. The 
village was very clean and tidy. Well done on the removal of illegally dumped waste. When this is not addressed 
promptly it usually results in more dumping. Keep an eye on signage as some needs regular washing particularly in 
locations such as yours with passing traffic.

There are many possibilities under the sustainability heading from composting to water harvesting using water butts. 
The community hall also presents opportunities to hold talks on all things sustainable and the building itself can be 
run as sustainably as possible, using renewables and low-energy lighting. Waste reduction and recycling can also 
be tackled from here.

As you say in your application, the housing area is well cared for and the large green that is now maintained by the 
residents is looking well. Don’t miss any opportunities to expand wildflower meadow areas and to add to the stock of 
trees that will benefit generations to come.

All approach roads were clean and tidy, and we noted the grass cutting at Drumming courtesy of your active 
member. Well done on the planting at the Ballycloghan signs. This will develop nicely and add more colour as the 
season progresses. In addition to your electronic signage, this planting is also a reminder to motorists that they are 
entering a residential area and they need to reduce speed and pay attention

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have a gorgeous village. The bridge, St Anne’s church and the community hall all provide opportunities to 
further enhance the experience for residents and locals. The small, paved space at the rear of the hall suggest that 
this is a well-used facility with more potential for a community garden and other features. Continue with the great 
work and we look forward to seeing the restored well and your next project completed


