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This is a very comprehensive, detailed, and colourful entry pack. It is heartening to see that the pandemic had some 
positive outcomes with a renewed focus and energy in your community. It is hard to believe that the population is 
only 160 when so much work is complete, underway and planned. Hats off to everyone. It is good to hear that you 
are continuing to engage with younger members of the community, as this will pay dividends in the years to come. 
Evidently, the 16-member committee and the many other groups and steering committees are all playing an active 
part in the community. The Yard Hub is clearly a gamechanger for the village with a pivotal location and potential to 
facilitate the enhanced work/life balance of so many from the area. The scale of this project, the finances and 
planning involved, and the level of long-term commitment required of the board of directors deserves to be singled 
out for particular praise. This does not in any way minimise the importance of the many other existing and new 
projects like the Whitworth Aqueduct project which makes Abbeyshrule a most interesting and pleasant place to visit 
and adjudicate.  The YouTube video was a joy to watch – not too long and great to capture the beauty of the village 
and to see the abbey lit at night
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Your streetscape and public space did not disappoint on our visit; clean, well-maintained, signposted, interesting, 
great amenities, historical and ecologically sound. The church and its environs are clearly central to the community, 
and we marvelled at the condition of the large paved area which was completely weed free with many lichens 
suggesting clean air and chemical-free management. Sharing this central location is the Rustic Inn with its new 
covered dining area to the back/canal-side. A great amenity which we made good use of. We admired the 
walkways, bridges and seating, the play areas (with goats), the new benches with paving underneath and we read 
with interest about the plans for the Yard Hub. We were delighted to see the information pertaining to the Hub on 
the notice board. As this is such a major development in this pivotal location it would be great to see a temporary 
sign placed immediately adjacent to the building site (or fixed to the hoarding) for those visitors who do not read the 
community notice board. While the Yard Hub is a major addition to the community it will remain a building site until 
the day that the work is completed, and the impressive stonework and architecture can be appreciated fully
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There is a great sense of care and attention in all green spaces, and planters with an overall feeling of a community 
who take great pride in looking after the green infrastructure and amenities. We noted the recommendation for hard 
standing under benches in a previous report and were impressed to see freshly laid tarmac under benches. On the 
day of our visit, we noted that the new raised paving/tarmac was creating a potential trip hazard and we would 
recommend some levelling-up of sod. There was plenty of seasonal colour in assorted pots and containers with a 
great emphasis on pollinator-friendly plants. All mown areas were very impressive, weed-free, and pleasant to walk 
on. The large shrubbery/rose banks were becoming weedy and there were some gaps from missing plants revealing 
some bare/weedy soil.  Post weeding, a good application of mulch would assist you in reducing labour and it would 
improve the overall year-round presentation.  As very high standards have been achieved in this picturesque 
location small issues become more visible
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recommend some levelling-up of sod. There was plenty of seasonal colour in assorted pots and containers with a 
great emphasis on pollinator-friendly plants. All mown areas were very impressive, weed-free, and pleasant to walk 
on. The large shrubbery/rose banks were becoming weedy and there were some gaps from missing plants revealing 
some bare/weedy soil.  Post weeding, a good application of mulch would assist you in reducing labour and it would 
improve the overall year-round presentation.  As very high standards have been achieved in this picturesque 
location small issues become more visible

All areas devoted to wildflowers and pollinators were thriving when we visited. The unmown strips along the canal 
walks were doing their job buzzing with insect activity. Thank you for the additional photography and especially 
those of the plant and insect life. Consider some additions of other bulbs to the daffodils like snowdrop, crocus and 
grape hyacinth that will better support insect life during the spring. The beehives in the village are ideally placed, out 
of harms way for all concerned and yet visible with excellent information. Great to hear about the new enterprise 
and the availability of greater quantities of locally produced honey which will of course bring health and wellness 
benefits to locals, especially to those with pollen allergy issues. Having two birds’ sanctuaries is a significant 
contribution to ecology and thanks for including the photo of the whooper swans, such an important and impressive 
bird species with their long unbroken journey from Iceland

Well done on litter control. We didn’t find a scrap of paper nor a cigarette when we visited. The waterways were 
pristine. the canoeing club and the two committee members who took charge of the cleaning on the waterside did a 
superb job. The church yard and playground were litter free. Other than one temporary sign for the Rustic Inn, 
pinned to a gate, we noted the absence of random/opportunistic plastic/cardboard signage throughout. This type of 
signage can take away from the overall aesthetic and is best used for very short periods for non-commercial events. 
The ‘no bin’ policy appears to be working well and the major clean up in April has set a standard that has been 
adhered to

The Eco-Box, eco-tourism and solar lighting projects are all commendable and great for awareness raising among 
young and old, residents and visitors alike. Water collection and composting have become basic tenets of gardening 
as the climate crisis deepens. Perhaps you can explore ways to encourage and incentivise others in the community 
to get on board with these small but important actions. You could set some targets and measure each year as more 
come on board
The move to pollinator-friendly plant species for season colour is an important commitment as it is highly visible and 
very symbolic. The planned move to the use of herbaceous perennials is equally important as the plastic, peat and 
energy costs associated with production of annual bedding plants is completely negated by the move to herbaceous 
perennials. The GIY organisation has done much to foster “food empathy” and change attitudes to food, its price, its 
origin and its quality. We would encourage you to continue on this road and to ensure that the more skilled and 
experienced growers can support and encourage those who have never grown food and may not be fully au fait with 
the complexities of the food chain and food waste. Thanks for including the letter from Colehill school principal 
Glynn. Congratulations to the pupils on their 7th Green Schools Flag. It is vitally important that these discussions 
around energy, waste, biodiversity loss, etc are encouraged among students and their families when so much of our 
attention is drawn to the more immediate economic, health and sovereignty issues that have beset us in recent 
years. Those pupils who are also assisting their parents with the care and cleaning of Abbeyshrule are taking back 
some control and responsibility, ensuring that this beautiful part of the world is making a difference that is noticed 
and admired by others who get to spend some time in your community

Both housing estates were smart and tidy. Great to hear about the new dwellings and the interest in the history of 
those who lived here previously. The house at the harbour and the mural project will be great additions to the build 
environment. It makes great sense for the canoe club storage to be both functional and visually impactful

You are obviously aware of the importance of the multiple bridges in defining the character of Abbeyshrule. 
Congratulations on your approach. The River Inny and the Royal Canal are as important as all approach roads and 
pathways. Other than some damage to the grass on one approach road from heavy machinery/transport, and a few 
small weedy areas near signage all approaches to the village were impressive, clean and well maintained with 
appropriate use of colourful seasonal and permanent planting.  Your continued efforts regarding the old furniture 
factory are noted – work that is not seen. Perhaps the use of hessian or reed fencing panels attached to the Heras 
fencing would better disguise this unused building. We saw very little evidence of chemical spray in areas such as 
this one or the frontage to the cemetery. Keep up the great work

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Now that your development plan has reached its final year you have an opportunity to regroup and review; what has 
worked, is there something missing, are there new needs or is it time to completely overhaul an area or project. You 
still have major exciting projects underway with the Yard Hub and the Aqueduct. We look forward to visiting again in 
future years to see how these two major projects enhance what is already one of the most attractive places in the 
country



It was a pleasure to visit the lovely village of Abbeyshrule for the purposes of second round adjudication and we 
were fortunate to arrive on a warm sunny August afternoon. We would like to begin by thanking you for your 
comprehensive entry form and action plan. Like the first round adjudicator, we found your entry form to be 
particularly helpful during adjudication but be sure to keep an eye on its length. As the form now extends to 49 
pages, opportunities to cut it down (such as reducing the number of photos included) should be explored in 2023. 
We were also delighted to read about the high level of engagement between your committee and volunteers with 
project partners and the wider community. There seems little doubt that this is the result of your extensive 
communication strategy and we urge you to keep it up. You are also encouraged to re-establish your links with the 
local school at the earliest opportunity. 
We were most impressed with your lovely village and like our predecessor in June, we marvelled at the neat and 
tidy appearance of key buildings such as the Rustic Inn (complete with its new canal side all-weather seated area), 
the Church, Rooney's and the eye-catching Abbey View opposite the graveyard. The excellent work that has been 
undertaken by the committee on the restoration work done on the Tower House is commended and we are aware 
that further work is planned for this important heritage structure. The development of the hub is progressing nicely. 
We concur that this will be an excellent addition to your village and we look forward to seeing it completed next year. 
We also noted the range and standard of presentation of public areas such as the seating area outside the Church, 
the attractive space opposite the Rustic Inn and the canalside amenities (such as the playground and picnic areas) 
and the work of the committee in maintaining these areas is applauded. We enjoyed seeing the bog oak sculptures 
and information panels on your public spaces as they add further interest. Well done to the canoe club on the 
preparation of the mural at the canal harbour as it is a clever way of screening the container structure located here.

Abbeyshrule is spoilt for choice with respect to high quality amenities. We took the opportunity to explore the Royal 
Canal Greenway and concluded that it is a first class amenity (and vibrant habitat) which is valued by residents and 
visitors alike. We loved seeing the aquaduct as it is a unique feature that looked tremendously well and we 
appreciated the many other greenway improvement works that could be seen such as the walkway resurfacing, 
seating areas and picnic tables. The installation of wildlife and heritage information signage provide additional 
interest and we’ve no doubt that they help to raise awareness. A word of praise is necessary for your considered 
approach to landscaping as many high-quality planting schemes were observed during our visit. We particularly 
enjoyed seeing the diverse planted bed opposite the bring bank with its daisies, roses, penstemons and shrubs. The 
abundant planted barrels and planters with their snapdragons, sage, balsam and verbena in full bloom were a 
source of lovely summer colour in roadside locations around the harbour area, at the 1916 monument, at the notice 
board outside the Church and at the pump opposite the Rustic Inn. The wonderful landscaping at the Webbs Bridge 
sign / famine shoes monument was a favourite with its wildflowers and diverse plant species. 
It is great to see that there is such a high awareness of the pollen rich varieties that can be found in the area (which 
include Phacelia, mustard, red clover, buckwheat and sunflowers) and we urge you to promote pollinator friendly 
planting amongst property owners, farmers and other landowners. Like the first round adjudicator, we are most 
impressed with the work that has been done monitoring and recording the hooping Swan populations in 
Abbeyshrule and well done on registering this information with Birdwatch Ireland. Noting that there are two 
designated bird sanctuary areas in your village, we wondered if there are plans to monitor and record the bird 
populations that live in these areas? Perhaps this creates an opportunity for a collaborative project with the 
schoolchildren? Your appreciation of the biodiversity contribution that is made by hedgerows is applauded and we 
encourage you to identify areas in Abbeyshrule where native hedgerows can be replanted or supplemented. The 
engagement in wildflower planting is also noted but take care to ensure that native Irish wildflower seeds are only 
sown in areas that are devoid of existing vegetation as the recommended approach is to create them naturally by 
reducing mowing. It is noted that there is an exciting future project proposed which is the Clonbrin forest walk and 
we look forward to seeing this progress in the years ahead. We were impressed by the range of sustainability 
projects that are underway in Abbeyshrule and your entry form demonstrates that there are good collaborations in 
place between your committee, the school and local businesses with respect to monitoring and promoting them. 
Like the first round adjudicator, we strongly encourage you to set targets and to measure outcomes in these projects 
as this will help you to improve their impact and enable you to identify how further improvements can be made.
The standard of tidiness was second to none and aside from a single solitary crisp packet which could be seen on 
the approach road from Ballymahon (beside the cemetery), no litter could be found anywhere. The standard of 
tidiness was similarly high with signage, road verges and pathways appearing neat and well maintained. Like the 
first round adjudicator, we found both residential estates in excellent condition so well done to everyone for the 
maintenance work undertaken on them. The approach roads looked great with their neat margins, natural 
boundaries and prominent signage. The mature trees to be seen on the approach from the Bog road (and 
Ballymahon) look lovely and they reinforce a positive impression for visitors. 
Your committee, volunteers and project partners should be proud of your efforts to date as there is little doubt that 
your work has helped to transform your village and community. We echo the advice of the first round adjudicator 
and urge you to take this opportunity to review the work you have done as this will help to reassure you going 
forward. Given your track record, we are confident that Abbeyshrule is in safe hands and we will be delighted to 
returning and seeing further progress in 2023.

Second Round Adjudication:
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