
471Tournafulla - Tuar na Fola

Limerick

A

42

Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Many thanks for your very clear instructions on how to find your village. Your community is spread over a large area, 
and we found it difficult to get a sense of its size until we were leaving – we stopped on the hill before joining the 
R515 and it was from there that we had a good view across the valley of the Allaghaun River.  
Your committee has 3 members, and you have 6 volunteers who help as well. You have quarterly meetings and an 
AGM.  Your resources include TUS workers, and you have support from Limerick Co. Co. as well as private 
business support. You communicate to everyone using a range of media such as newspapers and social media and 
make a special effort to write to people thanking them for their support – well done on that.  For the annual TLC 
Good Friday event, school children and teachers also help which makes it a great community effort.  The sensory 
garden is your special project for this year.  We note that you have been working with the competition since 2000 
and that is a significant contribution.  It was a great idea to engage someone to take care of the young trees during 
their most important early years – it saves a lot of work in later years. We advise that you prepare a multi-year plan 
of projects you would like to have done in your community. It helps you to plan for the future and can be used to 
apply for funding.  It does not have to be an elaborate document – it is more important that you have ownership of 
the plan, although you may need advice on how some projects should be done. It is important that whatever works 
you undertake are in accordance with best practice and for that reason we suggest that you download the revised 
handbook from the Tidy Towns site at the following link https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/. The 
handbook contains guidelines on each criteria and we will refer to them again under the respective criteria in this 
report. We thank you for the well-drawn map of Tournafulla which was very clear, and it was great to have the 
legend on the same page – it saved us time checking over and back through documents. However, it would help us 
more if the numbers were in some form of sequence.  Since we are not familiar with your community, we had to look 
up and down the legend to identify sites. From reading previous adjudicator reports, it seems there has been a 
problem with this numbering system before.  If you decide to stay with the committee and enter the competition in 
2023, can we ask that you make a better attempt to improve the numbering system.  The best test is to give the 
map to a stranger who doesn’t know Tournafulla and see if they can understand it.
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You are working to have unoccupied buildings refurbished for accommodation or another use and have written 
comments on the old cottage, the old national school and Mulcahy’s Pub.  The old school looks in very poor 
condition.  It will be interesting to see what can be done to refurbish the building for a modern use. Well done on 
paying attention to the 1841 bridge beside the Homestead Pub. We noted the old Garda building which was 
converted to a residence. We admired the GAA complex including its new building down in the valley.  It is fortunate 
that the GAA have a TUS worker, and we note your group have also helped them as well.  It would be nice if the 
GAA could plant some trees around the building and a hedge of hawthorn or beech on both sides of the fence on 
the approach road. The village shop and funeral parlour development will have to await the return of Ukrainian 
owners – hopefully, they will return.  The church is a lovely stone building which looks very well on a hill.  The 
grounds are well-maintained, and we liked the few established trees growing inside the front boundary wall.  It is 
nice that the stones in the boundary wall match the colours of the stones in the building. The cemetery is neat and 
tidy, but the entrance gate will ned painting before next year.  There is too much weedkiller being used in the 
cemetery as evidenced by the dead vegetation.  The new footpaths in front of cottages will be great for improved 
safety on the road. The large building with a large car park in front does not seem to be operating. Please provide 
some information on its use with next year’s application. We liked the limestone memorial to the Sullivan Brothers 
great achievers in athletics in the 1960s – the hedge behind it looks well.
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paying attention to the 1841 bridge beside the Homestead Pub. We noted the old Garda building which was 
converted to a residence. We admired the GAA complex including its new building down in the valley.  It is fortunate 
that the GAA have a TUS worker, and we note your group have also helped them as well.  It would be nice if the 
GAA could plant some trees around the building and a hedge of hawthorn or beech on both sides of the fence on 
the approach road. The village shop and funeral parlour development will have to await the return of Ukrainian 
owners – hopefully, they will return.  The church is a lovely stone building which looks very well on a hill.  The 
grounds are well-maintained, and we liked the few established trees growing inside the front boundary wall.  It is 
nice that the stones in the boundary wall match the colours of the stones in the building. The cemetery is neat and 
tidy, but the entrance gate will ned painting before next year.  There is too much weedkiller being used in the 
cemetery as evidenced by the dead vegetation.  The new footpaths in front of cottages will be great for improved 
safety on the road. The large building with a large car park in front does not seem to be operating. Please provide 
some information on its use with next year’s application. We liked the limestone memorial to the Sullivan Brothers 
great achievers in athletics in the 1960s – the hedge behind it looks well.

Thank you for the information about the raised bed at the top of Barrack Hill – we hope the gentleman’s health 
continues to improve.  Well done on maintaining the beech hedge on the way down to the village. We note your 
activities under this heading include hedges and planting floral displays, including wildflowers. 
The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and you have many good examples.   In planting new trees, 
it is best to use a single species on a road or street for uniformity.  Also, it is important to ensure that the base of 
new trees is maintained free of weeds, grass and flower beds to ensure early establishment. When trees are 
established, it is important to remove the stakes as the stems can get damaged from the ties or stake. Guideline for 
plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in 
themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the 
quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

We appreciate that you are making a big contribution and illness has been a problem for your committee.  However, 
in our adjudication remarks,  our aim is to provide guidance on suitable projects that you can consider if you are 
interested in gaining higher marks.  The comments are not intended to be personal, so please don’t take offence 
with the information provided in this criterion and the previous one.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You do everything you can to keep the village clean and tidy and we compliment you for that effort and we 
understand you being upset when people from other areas throw out rubbish.  We noted the recycling bank at 
Tadgh Gaelic was clean and tidy, tucked away in a corner inside the entrance. Other than some derelict sites, we 
found Tournafulla quite clean and tidy.

Well done to residents who take great care of their properties.  We admired the boundary wall and railing with stone 
piers nearly opposite the old school. There is one little residential estate – 29 on your map it states future plan in the 
legend.  We saw a finger post sign for Allaghaun View and obviously, the number 29 refers to the extension of the 
estate now underway. This estate would greatly benefit from having trees planted on the open space and hopefully, 
the extension will include some trees.

The approach roads look as they should when entering a rural village.  We liked the upright ‘Failte’ stone with 
symbols of your cultural interests, hurling and music.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to the team for your efforts in keeping Tournafulla looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your 
application in 2023.


