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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
You are an important small village in west Limerick with a population of 120 people.  The current Tidy Towns 
committee of six members was established in 2015 and with another 8 volunteers, you are well supported within the 
community. Your meetings are every two months and more frequent when working on projects.  It is great that you 
welcome new residents and invite them to join in your activities.  Rural Social Scheme workers provide valuable 
support on an ongoing basis, and you have support from Limerick County Council officials and elected members. 
For communications you use various media from posters, newsletters and social media.  Working with the school is 
on a partnership basis whereby you support their green flag programme and they help on clean-up days.
You have identified the Sacred Micro Forest as your important projects for us to view, which we did and note that all 
trees were established and growing well at the time of our visit.  We are pleased to learn that participation in the 
competition for the past 26 years has been beneficial for the village.  Your application was well-presented.
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Thank you for the information on the listed buildings in the village, the oldest of which is the church which was built 
in 1829.  It looks very well and is nicely set back from the road with the grounds landscaped with fine specimens of 
trees – mainly columnar shaped hornbeams at the front line just inside the boundary wall.  We note that some of 
these trees still have the supporting stakes attached and suggest that they be removed asap before they damage 
the tree stems. Lime trees nearer the church are excellent specimens. The tall bell tower in the front lawn is a 
significant feature.  There is also a line of established trees to the side of the driveway and behind the church a 
lovely line of birch trees.  This is one of the most pleasant church grounds that this adjudicator has ever seen.  It is 
simple, pleasant and very well done thanks to the person who had the vision to have it done.  As we walked further 
to the cemetery at the rear of the church, we were even more surprised.  This cemetery with all its headstones at 
about the same height is very well-maintained and again, we were pleased to see another line of trees inside the 
cemetery wall. So often in our travels, we see cemeteries which have no planting at all, so this cemetery greatly 
pleased, and we also note the absence of grave surrounds which usually add clutter.
We note that the school was built in 1843 and the parochial house in c1864 and the 200 year old farmhouse 
predates the church and is now used as self-catering accommodation.  The school is also an attractive stone 
building, enclosed with a low stone wall and it is fortunate to have a large green field adjacent to the playground. 
The Devon Inn Hotel looked very well, and we were pleased to see several established trees growing in front of the 
building.  Sheehan’s Post Office and the ‘Top’ service station was neat and tidy, and we noted some young trees 
were planted to reduce the impact of the parked cars at the side of the buildings. The two-storey white building with 
the ‘Harp’ sign also caught our eye.
The community hall, Halla Inse Bhán, is located in a sunken area on the opposite side of the road from the church.  
It was well-painted, and we noted the addition to the layout of the car park.  This is on the way to the Greenway, and 
we noted the good quality signage for the visitors. We enjoyed reading about Michael (Max) Arthur McAuliffe and 
Timothy O’Neill lane on the plaques near here. The grotto is well-maintained and we note the light is solar powered.
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building.  Sheehan’s Post Office and the ‘Top’ service station was neat and tidy, and we noted some young trees 
were planted to reduce the impact of the parked cars at the side of the buildings. The two-storey white building with 
the ‘Harp’ sign also caught our eye.
The community hall, Halla Inse Bhán, is located in a sunken area on the opposite side of the road from the church.  
It was well-painted, and we noted the addition to the layout of the car park.  This is on the way to the Greenway, and 
we noted the good quality signage for the visitors. We enjoyed reading about Michael (Max) Arthur McAuliffe and 
Timothy O’Neill lane on the plaques near here. The grotto is well-maintained and we note the light is solar powered.

The Limerick Greenway is just about one year opened and already, we could see how enthusiastic the users are. It 
is great that you have a new transit system for visitors to come to Templeglantine.  Beside the Community Hall we 
studied the Sacred Micro Forest, which contains 11 native species of tree – five varieties of willow, Alder, Oak, 
Guelder Rose, Rowan, Downey Birch and Whitethorn all of which appear to have established well. It will be great to 
see how this project develops in the coming years.

Well done on identifying key habitat areas within the village - the school grounds, the wildflower glen, the housing 
estate, the new micro-forest. We note you are following up with surveys with a view to developing a strategic plan 
for their protection. Thanks for the information on natural beehive located in the middle tree in front of the house 
next to the hall – we did not seek it out.
Your planting schemes in the hanging baskets and elsewhere support the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 and 
you are aware of the diverse flora in hedgerows in the village and have developed areas for wildflowers.  You are 
well aware of your environment and how to increase biodiversity and to increase awareness, we suggest holding 
events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  For further 
information on this criterion, we suggest you consult the revised handbook which is available at the following link 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

The ‘tidy and tend’ evenings twice a week and daily litter patrols have been very worthwhile because we did not see 
any litter in Templeglantine.  Well done to the school for achieving a green flag on litter control. The ‘Leave no 
Trace’ movement is also very worthwhile.  Well done all round.

We note that the recycling area by the side of the hall is generally well respected, and you are monitoring the area 
to ensure illegal dumping doesn’t take place and/or is controlled. When these facilities were first provided about 20 
years ago, it was important that they were in prominent locations.  Now that people are more familiar with them, they 
are best screened or moved to less prominent locations – because they are not very attractive.  Perhaps you would 
consider that matter and examine if there is a less prominent location to where these containers could be moved.
Well done to the school for achieving its green flag for waste: reduce reuse, recycle this year.  Thanks for the 
pictures of the flowers which you are growing from seed instead of purchasing seedlings. We also note you are 
propagating perennials from cuttings. We recognise that the greenway will result in some people deciding to use a 
bicycle for commuting instead of cars – that will be the success of the project.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no 
longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds. 
These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in 
the future your marks will increase. For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please 
take a look at http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

You are fortunate to have so few unoccupied buildings in Templeglantine. Everyone takes great pride in their homes 
and gardens.  No doubt, you are pleased to see an unoccupied premises being improved.
We don’t generally have any issues with untidy residential buildings. Some new construction has taken place to the 
Eastern end of the village. These two new properties are a lovely new addition to the village now that they are 
complete. There are a number of private, individual, houses throughout the village, all maintain their properties to a 
high standard. We still have one house unfinished, and another unoccupied house recently sold. One of the houses 
that has been vacant for a number of years was recently purchased and is in the process of being renovated. We 
note that 25 Rowan trees were planted last spring at the rear of Ascal Inse Bhán housing estate as part of National 
Tree Week this year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



We noted the replastered long wall in the middle of the village – it looks very well. It is great that the bridge over the 
Allaughan stream on the local road from the village to the Greenway was upgraded.  The new signage associated 
with the greenway looks very well. We admired the planting at the L7055 junction. The low wall was a good idea 
here. Across the road signs are attached to three poles which have black circular pipes with seasonal flowers 
planted in them.  We suggest that these plants are not necessary at this very rural location.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

With so many people passing through Templeglantine every day, we expect that it is well-known, but few would be 
aware of its many treasures.  Well done on your efforts to have it looking its best and we look forward to receiving 
your application in 2023.


