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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 9 members have another 6 volunteers who help them from time to time as needed and you meet 
on the first Tuesday of every month – some using Zoom. You work closely with the Southill Residents Association 
and on many projects in conjunction with the local authority and organisations.  There is good support from Limerick 
City and County Council and the local offices and estate maintenance crews.  Environmental projects are 
undertaken by Tait House and private businesses in your area are very supportive.  You make good use of 
Facebook and social media such as text messaging services but also produce newsletters which are more suitable 
for your elderly residents.  It is great that both national schools are represented on your tidy towns group and Green 
Flag initiatives are promoted. At Tait House, they have their own Junior TFC group which helps to keep the grounds 
litter free. Congratulations on being 10 years in the competition and for your achievements during that period.  Many 
thanks for the multi-year plan which will help guide your projects for years to come and for the well-drawn map of 
Southill which we found easy to follow. Your application is well presented and thank you for including photographs 
of your projects. The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is available at the 
following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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The demolition of houses in the Southill area was a major change to the community that you are still dealing with 
and awaiting redevelopment to rebuild a new community. The former period house, Tait House is very useful as a 
Community Enterprise Centre – we could not gain access as the gates were locked.  Many thanks for the update on 
various development schemes underway and planned for Southill.  It is great to have buildings such as former 
schools being modified for a new use. We noted the new Churchfield development and the hoarding around the 
second phase of the housing scheme. The Holy Family RC church is enclosed by a plinth wall and railing.  Is this a 
temporary measure – it would be nicer if the site was larger and landscaped with less appearance of a security 
railing.  There are some established trees growing around the church and even a greater number in the grounds of 
the adjacent Southill Clinic. Having an enterprise development project within the community is an advantage for 
local employment.  The large open spaces in the area will change significantly as redevelopment takes place.  
Hopefully, the new schemes will include landscape treatment which should see more trees, shrubs and other plants 
enhance the area.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

255

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55
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58

28

31

249

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 255

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/06/2022

 



The different types of green spaces in Southill were described in your application form.  The grounds at Tait House 
are well planted with trees and we saw young trees planted in front of the new Churchfields development at Castle 
Oaks View.  Some of the green areas which are from demolition of housing, will be occupied by new housing with 
some new areas of open space as part of the new schemes and hopefully, they will have new trees.  The landscape 
treatment at the LEDP building and the Maldron Hotel is of a good standard.  The boulders which are usually in 
place to protect the landscape from joy riders in stolen cars are a necessity until your new development is in place 
and new residents in occupation.  Hopefully that will not take too long.  In the meantime, perhaps some of them can 
be used for art projects.  Some information on this criterion is as follows. Guideline for plant containers is to use 
them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. It 
is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty 
or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.  If considering more seasonal flowers 
the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral displays is encouraged rather than relying 
on annuals which are more time consuming. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

You have provided a substantial amount of information under this heading which we will summarise.  The first 
project is the ‘Tiny Forest’, a concept from Japan which you have explained very well – we have seen similar 
projects in other places adjudicated this year. Your tiny forest will be in the grounds of Tait House Community 
Enterprise, and you have explained how it complies with some of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  Four 
wildflower meadows were created in the grounds of Tait House, and you have plans to extend them, and included a 
list of some plants usually found there.  In your planting schemes, you are now including more pollinator friendly 
plants to encourage bees and other insects – you also have bug hotels.  Allotments have been set up in O’Malley 
Park, using raised beds of timber surrounds.  This is the usual approach, but the raised beds are not necessary, 
vegetables can be grown directly in the ground – which is the way they have always been grown by farmers.  Well 
done on painting the railings surrounding the Grotto in O’Malley Park. It is important to promote an awareness of the 
environment.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard 
researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Habitats of value include 
specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be 
found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to 
gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as 
hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Well done for your participation in the annual TLC Good Friday Clean-up.  It appears to be a big social event in 
Limerick. You are fortunate to have Tait House estate workers to help contractors employed the local authority to 
keep Southill clean and tidy.  We agree, it is a continuous challenge everywhere because so many citizens do not 
care.  The Tidy Towns movement has made a huge difference in the improvement of towns and villages since it 
began over 60 years ago. Bonfires cause so much damage to open spaces, but they will only end when parents 
prevent them from happening by discouraging their children from being involved.  You are correct to aim for 
removing redundant poles and footpaths as most likely the new ones will be in different locations.

That is an interesting story about reusing the 10,000 litre underground storage tank at Tait House.  You will find it 
very useful.  The paint recycling project is very important, and it is great to find a use for old paint – well done.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced 
rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation 
in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to 
tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Regarding water usage, 
self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other 
waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to 
re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school 
and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no 
longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  
These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in 
the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Thank you for the information on the progress of new homes being built in Southill.  You will have to wait for the new 
schemes to be completed before your community will be fully functioning again.  Meanwhile, may we suggest a 
garden competition for Carew Park and Kincora Park with a view to extending that to other estates as the houses 
are occupied.  That would stimulate interest in the care of houses, gardens and the estate as a whole.  Perhaps a 
private business would sponsor prizes.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Thank you for the information on the progress of new homes being built in Southill.  You will have to wait for the new 
schemes to be completed before your community will be fully functioning again.  Meanwhile, may we suggest a 
garden competition for Carew Park and Kincora Park with a view to extending that to other estates as the houses 
are occupied.  That would stimulate interest in the care of houses, gardens and the estate as a whole.  Perhaps a 
private business would sponsor prizes.

The Roxboro roundabout can be considered the main entry to Southill and it looks well with established trees. After 
that, Collins Avenue (R511) can be considered as part of your approach roads.  We suggest that you approach the 
Council and ask for them to plant a line of trees on both sides of the R511 from the Roxboro Roundabout as far as 
Tait House.  There is plenty of space in the wide grass margins for a considerable length of that road and it would 
make a dramatic difference to enhancing the approach to Southill.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to the team for the many efforts in having Southill looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your 
application in 2023.


