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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 5 members is an increase on last year and with 22 volunteers you also have more than last year. 
You are well supported locally by the community and business interests and several clubs such as the GAA. 
Meetings were held outdoor because of Covid.  There is a very active WhatsApp group, and you make good use of 
Facebook and when it comes to litter picking, the teachers and pupils of the local schools assist in that task. In 
return, you provide the school with flower baskets. Some new residents from Norway and Spain have helped as 
volunteers. Funding has come from several sources, and we were surprised at the generosity of a local gentleman 
who donated his winnings from a community raffle. Some members with crafts and skills have been very helpful. 
Your special project is the 5 water butts installed in the village and used for watering plants.
Thank you for attaching a map which is a copy of the OS maps and that is fine. You have inserted numbers on the 
map in red font which in most cases we could read but had difficulty finding others because they were out of 
sequence and too small.  We could not find number 17 but did find two number 19s.  The numbers are a good idea, 
but please make them more prominent next time and if they would get crowded, place the number away and use an 
arrow for its location.  Also, please print the legend on the same page as the map.  Thank you for including the 
multi-year plan to help you develop projects over the years and to help you raise finance.  Your application form was 
very well presented and thank you for including pictures within the document – that is better than having a separate 
file with photos.
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Patrickswell is fortunate to have some fine buildings in the village and which you have listed in your application form.  
They are in good condition and well-maintained.  Thanks also for the information and description on the Milestone, 
the entrance gates, the random rubble stone boundary wall which dates to the early 18th century and the arched 
gateway.  We note you have been in contact with Limerick Co. Co. about derelict buildings in Patrickswell and you 
have also presented them with a list of poles, signs and street furniture that needs attention.  We admired the way 
you did up some unoccupied houses to make them appear occupied. Consultations have taken place regarding 
improvements needed in Faha View estate.  Well done on receiving over €1m towards a new community resource 
centre. We note you have checked your contribution under this criterion against six of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. The beginning of this section includes some information on traffic patterns going through 
Patrickswell, and a short inventory of the various enterprises there. It is better to be as brief as possible in informing 
us about your projects – any other information only adds to the length of your application.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

289

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55
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55

55

35

38

41

38

20

48

29

31

280

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 289

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/06/2022

14/06/2022



us about your projects – any other information only adds to the length of your application.

We are pleased that you decided to focus on trees, because they are the largest living organisms in the world and if 
you choose correctly, they can live for over 1,000 years.  We note you have apple trees and cherry blossoms for 
different places and used 12 saplings of oak, hazel and birch elsewhere and in another location, you planted 15 
native trees.  We also note your interest in having a tree survey carried out – that is a great idea and would be a 
very useful exercise in environmental awareness.  In regard to this criterion, we recommend that you download the 
revised handbook which is available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf  It contains 28 pages of valuable information on 
how you should design and plant trees, shrubs and perennial plants and how to care for them after planting. One of 
the very noticeable features of your town is the large number of coloured pipes that are placed in various locations 
and used as plant containers. In our view, they look more like art features than plant containers. The use of old tyres 
or other material that is clearly designed for another purpose do not appeal to this adjudicator for use as plant 
containers. Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; 
they should not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large 
number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Well done on converting the rubbish tip to a rockery. We have 
noted your plans to use more perennial plants and reduce the quantity of annuals in future bedding schemes and 
also to reduce the frequency of mowing grassed areas at Collopy’s Cross.  Well done on using manual means for 
weed control.  Six Sustainable Development Goals applied to your work under this criterion.
We visited the new St Mary’s Cemetery and very much enjoyed the lovely line of oxeye daisies on both sides of the 
access road. Our compliments to you for planting the line of trees around the boundary and two lines in the centre.  
Too often we have seen cemeteries which have not allowed space for trees and all the spaces become filled with 
graves.  Cemeteries should be designed as parks because people will be visiting them for several generations.  
They should include seats for people who want to visit, sit and relax.  Now we suggest that you go one step further 
and plant climbing plants such as ivy, Cotoneasters or Pyracanthas against the concrete boundary wall and in a few 
years’ time they will cover the wall with greenery and further improve the appearance of the cemetery.

Well done on the move to perennial pollinator friendly plants.  The Men’s shed has done swift nesting boxes.  A loop 
walk is planned.  You are correct to be concerned about floodplains, to prevent them from being developed and 
instead have them used as amenity/biodiversity areas.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf  For this criterion 
you have shown that your works are following 8 SDGs.

Thermal upgrade Improvements to 25 houses in Marian Park and Lisheen Park are noted as is the solar lighting at 
the well. Five water butts are used to harvest rainwater for watering plants, and you plan to involve the community 
much more in this venture. You are working with the graveyard committee to use grass and wilted flowers for 
compost.  Please consider a suggestion that only a margin around the grassed areas be mown and leave the rest to 
develop wildflowers – this has been very successful in other towns and villages. Collecting wildflower seeds and 
sowing them elsewhere is a good idea.  Old bicycle tubes being used as trees ties is also a good idea, but please 
remember to use a buffer to prevent the tree stem being injured.  We noted the wire art done by TT members – very 
nice.  In this section, your activities follow 11 of the SDGs – well done.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced 
rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation 
in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to 
tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Regarding water usage, 
self-watering plant containers are a help in reducing the amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other 
waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to 
re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school 
and at work  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You are aiming to reduce clutter when LCCC upgrade the centre of the village.  Your members attend annual 
seminars, and you were able to do more painting with the extra volunteers. The annual TLC Good Friday Clean-up 
is well supported, and you also participate in the National Spring Clean. Locals are using their walks to ‘clean up 
litter as they walk’. You keep signs clean and repaint the anti-dog fouling stencils on footpaths.  The regular litter 
patrols are important for keeping Patrickswell clean and tidy.  Three SDGs are followed in this work.

Your community comprises houses in the village (from the 19th century), alongside the approach roads and 
residential estates.  Following upgrades to the sewerage schemes, you anticipate new houses on the Clarina Road. 
Well done for winning first prize in the ‘Mission Possible’ video competition. We liked the established trees in Marian 
Park, Sycamore Heights and Laurel Park.  There is scope to continue tree planting in these and other housing 
estates.

We liked the welcome sign and the attractive planting of orange and blue flowers on the western approach 
alongside the old stone wall. The large roundabout near the M50 interchange is a fine welcome to Patrickswell. We 
liked the little stone walls that take up the base of the chevrons. The flowers on top of the low stone walls match 
your planting on what you call the long wall at the back of footpath line, on the outer perimeter of the roundabout.  
This is perhaps the most colourful and successful planting in this situation we have ever seen.  We appreciate that it 
takes up much of your time and you may be criticised for the use of Marigolds and Petunias – which are not as 
popular now because they are less pollinator friendly compared with other plants. We also note you are using a 
special hose to water them by trickle irrigation which is less wasteful of water.  This is a distinctive feature of 
Patrickswell which we like – well done.  In our travels through Limerick this year, we have come across a similar wall 
in Castleconnell, but in that case, the plants used are alpine perennial plants which are a great colourful display and 
have established very well.  They would be less demanding of your time and the use of water – they would also 
attract more pollinating insects. The planted feature at the junction of Main Street and the road to the burial ground 
was admired.  It is made with stone that blends in well with the stone wall that it is built against, and it also hides 
part of the pole holding the finger post sign.  That is very good practice. In this section you are following four SDGs.

 

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

Many thanks for your participation again this year in the competition and for your efforts to have Patrickswell looking 
its best.  We hope our comments in this report serves to provide guidance for your future projects. We look forward 
to receiving your application in 2023.


