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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 16 members have another 38 volunteers.  You have 6 meetings per year and one AGM. There is 
a long list of supporters, including Limerick County Council as well as other agencies.  You use newspapers, notice 
boards, radio as well as email and social media for communications and you also produced a video.  There is 
mutual support with you and the school, and you began a partnership this year with Oola Youth Club. 
Oola has participated in the competition for 5 years and have found it to be a positive experience.  Your multi-year 
plan has 78 pages which is a lot to remember.  Thank you for your map of Oola which we are pleased to say 
generally worked fine for us – except the numbers are too small and confusing.  A small tip for the future – please 
provide less detailed information on your activities and projects – one or two sentences are sufficient.  That will save 
us reading time and allow us to spend more time looking at Oola.  Also, if you use formatting such as bullet points, 
we can see the information quickly. The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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Under this heading you have listed ongoing projects which include the stone wall at the end of the village and the 
derelict house in the village, you are in contact with LCCC to have the latter issue resolved. The artist, Neil O’Dwyer 
who did a mural for you in the past was engaged to paint another on the shop end of the house at the village cross.  
Successful applications for two grants will see the community centre upgraded and a walking track around the GAA 
grounds.  You take care of the church grounds and the old pump in the village. Oola National School is constructing 
a sensory garden on land behind the church. In your 5 year plan, we found 31 references to suggestions of planting 
trees but not one referred to the need to plant for streetscapes.  In Oola, you have an ideal opportunity to make a 
dramatic statement by planting a line of street trees along both sides of the road (where possible) that would form 
one long avenue and become a major feature of Oola – and assist in slowing traffic through the village.  Therefore, 
we recommend that you consider that proposal – it would make much better impact than the several different types 
of plant containers that have to be redone every year. If you consider this option, it will mean presenting the idea to 
the Council, who will have to examine underground services and other factors.  Please note that only one species of 
tree should be chosen, and we suggest maple, birch or lime cultivars.  The community centre is a large building that 
was well-painted, but the large featureless car park is lacking in any landscape treatment.  There were no trees, 
shrubs or any other plants, other than weeds at the wall base. The stone wall at the road edge is fine.  The front of 
the church facing the road looked well and Hypericum flowers peeping over the boundary wall added enhancement.  
The national school is a large building that is well-maintained. However, the fencing inside the front boundary wall 
conveys the impression that it is under attack. Why is this fence necessary when a line of trees would be much 
better. The blank concrete wall to the side need softening as was done superbly on the wall inside the second 
fence.  Well done to Inver Service Station for providing a toilet which the public can use.
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The national school is a large building that is well-maintained. However, the fencing inside the front boundary wall 
conveys the impression that it is under attack. Why is this fence necessary when a line of trees would be much 
better. The blank concrete wall to the side need softening as was done superbly on the wall inside the second 
fence.  Well done to Inver Service Station for providing a toilet which the public can use.

You have planted more perennials this year.  The QR codes for information on plant species is a novel idea.  The 
youth club have built 8 bird boxes.  The benches and tables made from recycled materials should last a long time. 
Our view of the treatment at the Battery is that you have it the wrong way round.  Wildflowers should be in drifts in 
and around trees, not pushed into a line alongside the footpath and made to look formal.  It would be even nicer if 
the entire area was in wildflowers and then mow a line through it.  The young trees here need attention.  The staking 
is not done correctly and perhaps, they can be removed altogether.  At Millennium Park, there are nice established 
trees including hornbeam, sycamore and other species. A flowering cherry tree dedicated to Michael Ryan, a 
founding member of Tidy Towns  is growing fine, but the stake should be removed before it damages the stem.  In 
this park, we suggest the removal of some lower branches of trees to allow a view in and to enable access to the 
trees.  It would make a significant difference.  In regard to pruning, we suggest you seek expertise because it is 
important to know exactly where to cut a branch at the stem.  If done incorrectly, the tree becomes exposed to 
disease.  At the Cross, the six evergreen (Italian cypress) trees add some status to the monument.  The other tree 
species are no addition to this space, but we liked the small planting that fills the corner.  The multi-sided plant 
container on the pavement adds clutter and we suggest that the area would look much better without it – it was not 
even well maintained.  There is another similar one at the Limerick end of the village and it seems out of place there 
as well. Four small upright concrete posts in the grass beside the ‘Best of Luck’ poster have no identification and are 
more clutter. The square timber sided plant containers on the footpath outside the adjacent blue building serve only 
to make the footpath narrower and difficult for pedestrians – we suggest they be removed. We walked in and around 
the burial ground which appears to be an old cemetery because there were no pathways. The grass was 
well-maintained.  The following sentences in this section are intended to advise you on what are considered best 
practice guidelines. 

The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and they should be the first consideration in a landscape 
plan.   In planting new trees. it is best to use a single species on a road or street for uniformity – this applies to our 
suggestion for streetscape planting.  Also, it is important to ensure that the base of new trees is maintained free of 
weeds, grass and flower beds to ensure early establishment. When trees are established. it is important to remove 
the stakes as the stems can get damaged from the ties or stake. In Oola, we found some examples of this problem.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice. The best containers are those which are hidden by the plants. It is better to 
have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly 
planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming. There are 28 pages of 
information in this section of the handbook.  The following is the link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

You started a ‘wildflower drift’ on the Tipperary approach, did a waterway survey, installed four solitary bee boxes 
and you monitor bird and bat boxes in Millennium Park. Some members have taken a course in organic gardening. 
Well done for moving to white vinegar and water for weed control instead of standard herbicides.  That was a good 
idea to tell the Council, because they are probably still using herbicides.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Millennium Park is your sustainability hub. You have a shredder for chipping branches for mulch.  Stone walls are 
repaired with stone from derelict buildings – you might find missing stones lying on the ground behind the wall.  
Herbaceous perennials are split to increase your planting stock.  Using Pelargoniums in the containers on the 
riverbank, because they are less demanding of water was a good decision.  You participated in the Sustainable 
Energy Forum. Rainwater is collected in water butts for watering plants. Recycling banks at the community centre 
are very useful but in visual terms they don’t look very nice.  In some other towns and villages, these facilities are 
being relocated to less prominent locations or are being screened with hedges/fences to improve their appearance.  
Since people are now accustomed to using recycling banks, there is no need for them to be so conspicuous.  The 
following sentences are intended to help you understand more about this criterion and help you to devise more 
suitable projects and gain more marks.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated. 
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can avoid collecting 
mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and facilitate faster 
decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water 
used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut 
down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of 
water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing 
on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Fifty volunteers attended the TLC 7 on Good Friday which was a countywide effort.  A core of volunteers collect litter 
during their daily walk and litter patrols are held every two weeks. Being on the busy N24, you get more litter than if 
you were on a local road. Signs are cleaned every month and you are on the alert for posters and cable ties, and 
you monitor the use of the recycling banks.  You use social media to promote awareness of littering and dog fouling. 
Three blue plastic barrels at the battery look untidy.  There was some litter in the vicinity of the Cross and 
approaching the cemetery.  There are too many large signs here and there promoting events – they add clutter.  
Dead weeds at the bridge looked untidy and some kerbside weeds were noted.

quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated. 
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can avoid collecting 
mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and facilitate faster 
decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water 
used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut 
down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of 
water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing 
on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

You liaise with the committees in residential estates and maintain planting areas at Arbourvale Estates, Vale Drive, 
Castle Laurel, and The Block. The plantings at each estate are managed in partnership with the residents, but 
ultimately the decisions on planters and planting schemes is in the hands of the Residential Committees. You are 
working towards having bilingual names of the estates at the entrances. Amber Vale is a small estate which is very 
green with trees.  Some kerbside weeds were noted.  Vale Drive had the open space at the end

On the approach from Tipperary, we liked the drift of wildflowers before the statutory sign.  We were surprised to 
see flowering cherry trees planted here in what is still the rural landscape.  These short-lived trees are native to 
Japan and provide very little in terms of support for Irish wildlife.  Their flowers which are delightful hardly last a 
week.  The stake and tie needs attention.  Flowering cherry trees are more suited to residential estates where they 
add seasonal colour.  The choice of tree species growing in the Battery is more appropriate.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We most probably have driven through Oola in the past but this was our first time to stop and study the village.  Well 
done for your efforts in having it looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


