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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 2 members have another 4 volunteers and since Covid interrupted your meetings, they are now 
as and when required.  Limerick City & County Council take care of grass cutting & road sweeping in the estate and 
provide other assistance when needed. Pobal is also mentioned among your supporters as is Clonlara Horse Riding 
School for supplying horse manure for the community garden.  WhatsApp and Facebook are your main 
communication channels.  Your main focus is on the continued maintenance and development of the Community 
garden area and the pathways leading to it.  The objectives is create a barrier between the wild area and the main 
green and curb the encroachment
of brambles further but doing so in an ecologically sound and sustainable way.  This is your fifth year in the 
competition but because of Covid, you did not enter in 2020 or 2021.  Please note that the handbook with guidelines 
for all the criteria was revised last year and is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
Many thanks for your map which was excellent and thanks also for including pictures within the application form.
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You are looking forward to improvements to an unoccupied and derelict house at the entrance to your estate by the 
new owner who bought it recently.  All of the information provided under this heading and the next one is about the 
Community Garden.  While we admire you greatly for all the work you have done in building this garden and indeed 
extending it with additional projects, it is very difficult for us to allocate marks without information on other aspects of 
the estate which are relevant to this criterion.  The community garden will be discussed under Green Spaces and 
Landscaping, and it also has relevance to some of the other criteria.
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Well done to those in your community who initiated and developed the community garden and to Limerick City and 
County Council for allowing you to undertake the project on what is public open space.  Gardens such as this one 
are usually enclosed by a fence of railings to separate them from the section of open space that is maintained by 
the local authority.  We spent some time in the garden and could see the huge amount of work that was done by 
your team.  It is fantastic that the various projects were not interfered with by people who don’t share your 
enthusiasm.  We note your adherence to the principles of organic gardening.  Also interesting is the fact that the 
community garden complements the rest of the open space, which has different maintenance regimes. The grass 
was let grow in the central part and mown more frequently on the sides, where there are several established trees. 
We agree with your proposal to have the existing trees identified and labelled – please use English, Irish and Latin.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming. There are 28 pages of 
information on this criterion in the revised handbook at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:
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239
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Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 239

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/06/2022

 



your team.  It is fantastic that the various projects were not interfered with by people who don’t share your 
enthusiasm.  We note your adherence to the principles of organic gardening.  Also interesting is the fact that the 
community garden complements the rest of the open space, which has different maintenance regimes. The grass 
was let grow in the central part and mown more frequently on the sides, where there are several established trees. 
We agree with your proposal to have the existing trees identified and labelled – please use English, Irish and Latin.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming. There are 28 pages of 
information on this criterion in the revised handbook at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

We admired the wildflower area in the community garden along one side of the green pathway – oxeye daisies were 
looking great at the time. You are planting pollinator friendly flowering plants and leaving certain crops such as 
Purple Sprouting Broccoli and Kale go to seed in Spring to provide an early source of pollen and made willow 
coppices and planted two 4-year old oak trees.
Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching 
and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Habitats of value include specimen trees, 
hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be found there and 
recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather and can 
involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or 
bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Litter picking is a weekly task by the team and residents near the green space and we note that youth also help.  
There are no litter bins in the estate and that system works well.  Residents in cul-de-sacs collect litter in their area.  
Well done for all that effort, Meadowbrook looked clean and tidy – including the community garden.

There is a community composting facility for household food and garden waste, and the compost is used in the 
garden.  You try to adhere to the principle of the circular economy when sourcing materials such as timber.  
Rainwater is harvested from the roof of the poly tunnel.

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. The emphasis here really needs to be on 
reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest 
the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. 
What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people 
to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school 
and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no 
longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  
These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in 
the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Weed control is done by a combination of a flame weeder and strimmers and you use a community noticeboard.  
The houses and gardens looked well.  Have you thought about having an estate garden competition?

You are taking good care of the raised bed at the estate entrance and two circular beds on the green at cul-de-sac 
junctions.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have a beautiful estate and take exceptional care in the development and maintenance of the community 
garden. We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


