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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Knocklong has a population of 265 and your committee of 6 people have the support of another 5 volunteers. 
Meetings are held weekly during summer and less frequent during winter and at other times many projects are 
discussed on the telephone. You work well with other groups in the area and help each other from time to time. 
Many agencies such as public bodies and private business interests are supportive of your work.  For 
communications you have a website but also use social media and other forms as well.  You work well with the local 
school which is active in the Green Flags programme, and they help with clean-ups. A mural was done at the school 
and a sensory garden is planned. They took part in a garden bird survey for Birdwatch Ireland. The youth club and 
the Brownies also play their part. You have done a significant amount of work at the goat field. Well done on being a 
participant in the competition since the 1970s  and congratulations to your volunteer who has been with the group 
since then.  Thank you for your well drawn map of Knocklong and the index for the numbers on the map.  It would 
be a nig help for us if you placed that index on the same page as the map and save us time in checking over and 
back between the two documents.  The information provided is repeated under each criteria.  That delays our time 
considerably as we try to comment on projects under the relevant criterion.  Please try and separate these for next 
year’s application – otherwise it is very confusing.
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Knocklong has two distinct sections; the cross where the business shops and Dan Dooley Ford centre and service 
station are located and the residential area where the church,  school, graveyard and some other houses are 
located.  Buildings at the cross look very well, especially the stone house where there are flats and the terrace of 
stone houses beyond them. Shops on the other side of the junction also look well and appear to be doing good 
business.   The railway line splits your community, and we note there are new houses being built on the old 
creamery site. We viewed the new stone wall at the old creamery site, read the plaque, admired the paving, and the 
seat.  The two new stone flower planters are well done. The credit union building is one storey between two storey 
building.  It was well-painted.
Footpaths with extra lighting were constructed from the church to the school and the GAA have provided a fully lit 
walk way around the outside of the pitches which locals can use all year round. At the school, a new wall and car 
park was constructed – it is a great improvement. The church looked well, and we noted the hitching rings on the 
walls at the church and graveyard. You have been busy painting several features in the village including seats and 
pumps.  We noted the plaque about the rescue of Sean Hogan on the pier at the old hotel yard entrance. It would be 
great to see the old Railway Hotel refurbished for a new use. The refurbished Community Centre is enhanced by the 
permanent planting at the front of it which gives all year around colour.
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great to see the old Railway Hotel refurbished for a new use. The refurbished Community Centre is enhanced by the 
permanent planting at the front of it which gives all year around colour.

The graveyard is quite spacious, and we noted that the headstones in general are the same height.  Graveyards are 
important spaces and usually they are enclosed by walls for that reason.  However, in recent decades very little else 
has been done with graveyards compared with some from the last century where Irish yew trees were planted.  If 
well managed, graveyards will be with us for many generations.  Therefore, we advise that they should be designed 
to function as parks by including trees as avenues or along the boundary as well as seats. Now is the time for you to 
consider such improvements before all the grave sites are occupied. Thank you for the information provided on the 
maintenance of various areas in and around the village, including plant containers, seats etc.  In regard to heather 
planting, we advise that they be cut back every season after flowering to prevent them becoming leggy and then 
drying up.

Wildlife areas in your locality include the goat field and the golden mile walk and we note the planting of whitethorn 
plants on the Hill Road where a panel on birds in the area is placed. Cotoneasters are planted against a wall in the 
cemetery and near the bring banks. You are encouraging wildflowers to develop by changing the mowing regime 
and complying with the law by not cutting hedges during the growing season.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You are implementing several actions to keep Knocklong clean and tidy, but recognise that you have some untidy 
areas that are outside your control.  Well done on participating with the TLC Good Friday event and An Taisce 
Spring Clean – two major events around the country.  However, you are vigilant regarding litter an have regular 
pick-ups at other times. The litter bins are emptied on Mondays and Limerick Co. Co. collect the rubbish. We note 
the reduction of litter bins because of abuse by people using them for domestic waste.  Some communities don’t 
have them because people who would use them will bring their waste home.  You attend to weeds on a weekly 
basis – that is quite an achievement. Well done on that and we didn’t see any fly posters, so your work is paying 
dividends. The stencils with anti-dog fouling signs are a good idea.

You have listed many activities which come under the heading of recycling of books, clothes, metal, wool paint, 
timber, batteries and the car boot sale by the GAA. Texting is also used for communicating with the parents by the 
school and you avail of the rural bus service.  Locals make jam and honey.

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



We note the traditional cottages at Curraheen Estate which are well-maintained. Other properties looking well are at 
Bridge Terrace, Bridge Street, Church Road, Railway View, sheltered housing on the Old Road, at Cleeve House 
and the houses on the road to the sports field.

Your team wash and clean all signs throughout the village and have asked Limerick Co. Co. for new signs for 
connecting roads. You also clean the footbridge weekly
You cut a margin of grass on approach roads leaving the rest of the margin to develop wildflowers. Some bridges 
have been refurbished by Limerick Co. Co. We admired the stone wall at Cleeve House. The CE scheme workers 
have managed the growth of ivy interfering with shrubs on the approach road from the sports field.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Knocklong has a great history, and we hope that recent developments will help to renew your community in years to 
come. Well done for all your effort in having Knocklong looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your 
application in 2023.


