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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
With a population of 1,800 people, you have a committee of 8 members and another 20 volunteers.  You have 
regular meetings and have volunteers working weekly on projects.  More than a dozen agencies support your 
activities, and you communicate with them through a variety of mediums such as: Email, Social Media, Limerick 
Leader weekly notes. Students of Colaiste Iósaef have helped you with posters – they will be the future TT team. 
We note you are  a participant for 41 years and thank you for that commitment. Many thanks for your map which 
was very clear and also for placing  a legend on the same page as the map. It would also help if you could add the 
street names to the map. In the text of the application, you refer to pictures as being numbered but we didn’t find 
any numbers on the pictures.
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Kilmallock is very impressive because of the many historical structures in and around the town.  We picked up a 
leaflet which had illustrations of these, and it also had a very useful map.  As we gazed upon the Blossom Gate and 
King’s Castle we wondered about life in bygone years and then we saw the delightful mural near King’s Castle 
depicting a scene in 1560, which greatly helped our imagination.  Well done to the artist. There were also many 
good quality signs in several places around the town informing the visitor about your history. The SuperValu car 
park is well placed at the rear of the shop on Sarsfield Street. We suggest that a few more trees be planted there to 
soften the impact of the car park. The centre of the town is vibrant, many shops look well and appear to be doing 
good business as evidenced by the many cars parked on both sides of the road.  Unfortunately, there are also some 
unoccupied buildings and closed shops of which you are well aware and are working to improve. The church of 
Saint Peter and Paul with its very tall steeple looks spectacular.  Across the road – where we admired the bed of 
roses - there are two schools; Scoil Mocheallog Primary School and Colaiste Iosaef, Secondary School, both of 
which look well.
The modern library building is well presented and the car park in front is landscaped with trees. Deebert Hotel was 
well presented with floral displays. Wolfe Tone Street was quite a surprise when we came across it.  These small 
houses are well maintained and our congratulations to the community for making a special effort.
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The community playground is very well done. We visited the People’s Park which is well placed south of the River 
Loobagh.  This a wonderful facility and was being enjoyed by children and adults during our visit.  There are many 
fine specimens of trees in this park, and we suggest that it is time to remove some low branches that are 
overhanging pathways to make it easier for people to walk on the pathway.  We noted the concrete post and rail 
fence which allows a view into the park by passers-by. The GAA grounds are enclosed and the boundary on New 
Road is one of the best we have seen in terms of landscape treatment for a boundary wall – it is well-covered with 
climbing plants and in addition, there are established trees growing in front of the wall.  Well done and may we 
suggest that you continue the wall plants on the rest of the boundary, especially on the corner of New Road and 
Gerard Road. Well done on the works of providing floral displays at various locations around the town.

We visited the Famine Graveyard which has a lovely stone wall boundary (with stone piers) on the road frontage. 
We consider it a very fitting memorial to the people who died during that awful period of our history. The tall 
limestone memorial is very well done and the layout of this little park is very nice, but sadly, it is lacking in 
maintenance. There is no sign at the entrance to tell visitors about the park – other than a sign about dog fouling – 
and it is partly hidden by shrubs.  Immediately inside the entrance, the plants are overgrown, and elderberry 
(probably self-seeded) is growing through them. The ground needed sweeping/cleaning.  Roses growing inside the 
entrance have become invasive – perhaps because they were not pruned. There are some fine established trees in 
the park but surprisingly, some still have supporting stakes and ties – which should have been removed years ago – 
they should be removed as soon as possible before they cause damage to the tree stems. Several young trees are 
dead, and some are leaning as if the mower had pushed them over.  The pathways needed sweeping. If these 
matters can be dealt with, this park will be much more inviting, especially if some seating is provided.

We visited the old cemetery surrounding the ruins of the Collegiate Church.  While the graves and the rest of the 
cemetery is well-maintained, we were surprised to see rubbish dumped on the ground all around the litter bin inside 
the entrance gate.
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The community playground is very well done. We visited the People’s Park which is well placed south of the River 
Loobagh.  This a wonderful facility and was being enjoyed by children and adults during our visit.  There are many 
fine specimens of trees in this park, and we suggest that it is time to remove some low branches that are 
overhanging pathways to make it easier for people to walk on the pathway.  We noted the concrete post and rail 
fence which allows a view into the park by passers-by. The GAA grounds are enclosed and the boundary on New 
Road is one of the best we have seen in terms of landscape treatment for a boundary wall – it is well-covered with 
climbing plants and in addition, there are established trees growing in front of the wall.  Well done and may we 
suggest that you continue the wall plants on the rest of the boundary, especially on the corner of New Road and 
Gerard Road. Well done on the works of providing floral displays at various locations around the town.

We visited the Famine Graveyard which has a lovely stone wall boundary (with stone piers) on the road frontage. 
We consider it a very fitting memorial to the people who died during that awful period of our history. The tall 
limestone memorial is very well done and the layout of this little park is very nice, but sadly, it is lacking in 
maintenance. There is no sign at the entrance to tell visitors about the park – other than a sign about dog fouling – 
and it is partly hidden by shrubs.  Immediately inside the entrance, the plants are overgrown, and elderberry 
(probably self-seeded) is growing through them. The ground needed sweeping/cleaning.  Roses growing inside the 
entrance have become invasive – perhaps because they were not pruned. There are some fine established trees in 
the park but surprisingly, some still have supporting stakes and ties – which should have been removed years ago – 
they should be removed as soon as possible before they cause damage to the tree stems. Several young trees are 
dead, and some are leaning as if the mower had pushed them over.  The pathways needed sweeping. If these 
matters can be dealt with, this park will be much more inviting, especially if some seating is provided.

We visited the old cemetery surrounding the ruins of the Collegiate Church.  While the graves and the rest of the 
cemetery is well-maintained, we were surprised to see rubbish dumped on the ground all around the litter bin inside 
the entrance gate.

We note your efforts to encourage business and private residents to enhance their property with flowers with an 
emphasis on including those which are good for pollinating insects.  You are to be commended for working with 
students on the school garden and in planting trees.  We have noted the beds of roses and information panels at 
various places.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  We also 
advise that further information is available in the revised handbook which is available at the following link.
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You are justifiably proud of the community for supporting your efforts to have Kilmallock looking its best. You are 
part of the Tidy Limerick Clean-up project which was founded by J P McManus, Paul O’Connell and Helen 
O’Donnell.
In Kilmallock, you have regular litter patrols and use Facebook to highlight where problems arise from fly tipping.  
Your work also includes the River Loobagh assisted by the angling club and the Fire Brigade. We noted the signs 
stamped on footpaths about dog fouling – that is a better approach than erecting signage.  We noted your efforts to 
improve unoccupied properties – well done.  There are some difficult areas behind private properties, and we 
appreciate that in many cases you are unable to have them improved.

Projects mentioned under this criterion include a Reuse and Recycling event in October 2021, rainwater harvesting 
at the schools for flushing toilets, mulching of grass cuttings as the lawn areas are cut with mulching mowers. 
Sustainable innovations which are used in the library, area office and court house for reducing heat loss and 
generation of heat from wood chip boilers and solar panels. A waste audit at the Deebert Hotel which has resulted in 
reduction of material going to landfill by 50%, composting of food waste and reduction of electricity by LED bulbs 
and other measures. Introduction of global citizen education into the curricula of the school as guided by the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals.  There is now a sustainable team which is working on more ideas.
Other ideas mentioned include the orchard planting, herb garden, native woodland, bug hotel, a pond, worm farm 
and the polytunnel, ‘bikes for Africa’ project and the water bottle fountain which is a big savings on the use of plastic 
bottles.
As you are aware, this category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, 
unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we 
need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. You are playing your part by looking at the volume of waste that is 
generated.
Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people 
to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many 
useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means 
such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and 
when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. For more helpful tips and case studies from 
other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
Further information on this criterion is available in the revised handbook available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



In Kilmallock, you have regular litter patrols and use Facebook to highlight where problems arise from fly tipping.  
Your work also includes the River Loobagh assisted by the angling club and the Fire Brigade. We noted the signs 
stamped on footpaths about dog fouling – that is a better approach than erecting signage.  We noted your efforts to 
improve unoccupied properties – well done.  There are some difficult areas behind private properties, and we 
appreciate that in many cases you are unable to have them improved.

We visited Millmount residential estate where the front gardens are small and some people have planted roses. 
Established trees are fine on the open space as the estate is entered.  However, the few plant containers between 
the trees add nothing and would best be removed.  A pole here is bare – perhaps a ‘Yield; sign is missing. The 
blank concrete block walls need softening, which can easily be done by planting climbing plants such as ivy at the 
wall base at intervals of approx. 2 metres.  This would require just a small planting pit to be made at the base of the 
wall.  Gortboy estate has a nice open space – we liked the way the trees were grouped together at corners.  The 
seats placed at corners of the open space are a good idea, but the spraying of grass around the concrete edge 
takes from the effect.  On the other corner, the seat is practically covered with tree branches.  We suggest that 
some low branches of the trees be removed back to the main stem and the seat would then be more inviting. 
Sycamore Drive is a large estate with small front gardens.  Some kerbside weeds were present.  There is scope to 
create an avenue of trees from the entrance.  Bellview is a small estate which has fine specimens of trees on the 
open space.  We wondered why there were branches lying behind the estate name sign.

The welcome sign was well placed and easy to read but the two plant containers placed in front of the sign are no 
addition and in fact hide part of the sign.  They would best be removed – the laurel hedge and tree behind the sign 
are sufficient. The stone walls on the approach look well and it is important to keep them maintained as they are 
part of the character of Kilmallock. We noted the various planting schemes on roadside embankments near the 
church

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is great to see such a proud and active community doing its best to have Kilmallock looking its best.  Well done 
and keep up the good work.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2022.


