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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee comprises 9 members and another 10 volunteers work with you on the ground when in fact you 
have meetings twice weekly and even on more occasions, depending on the project details.  Otherwise, five main 
meetings are held in the year, and you attend other meetings organized by Ballyhoura Development and Limerick 
County Council. Well done on support for Ukraine by planting sunflowers. You receive good help from the 
community and avail of the Going for Gold competition sponsored by JP McManus.  The socio-economic community 
plan should be interesting reading when it is ready in 2023.  The list of agencies including clubs and public bodies 
with which you engage is very impressive. For communications you use all possible forms of hard and social media, 
including ‘word of mouth’.
It is great that you work with the schools, including the play school.  The involvement of some students from Scoil 
Pól in helping out the community is wonderful – no doubt they will be part of your future team. Your one specific 
project is renewing the flower bed the Glebe road (near Ballyhoura Heights Housing Estate).
Well done on participating in the competition for 9 years and we are pleased that you found the experience 
worthwhile.  We have looked at your 5 year plan which is an impressive document with 80 pages.  There is so much 
information there that some of the detail could easily be forgotten.  It is important that you take ownership of the plan 
and that will take some time to absorb.  Thank you for your other documents telling us about surveys and going for 
gold. Your map worked well for us, but it would be nice to have the legend on the same page and save time in 
checking over and back to another document to find out what they represent.  Also, please arrange the numbers in 
a  sequence, to save time searching for particular numbers. Your application was well presented.
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Many thanks for the update on the various buildings in the town which need attention. It is clear that Kilfinane is 
going through a difficult period at present, but hopefully, with supports from various sources, that phase will end and 
through restoration of existing or construction of new buildings, you will in  a few years’ time be in a much better 
place.  Well done to your committee for being so proactive in this matter.  The old Market House from the 1750s is a 
dramatic historical structure in the town centre and it would be quite an achievement to have it restored and become 
a positive feature in your streetscape.  There is no need to discuss in this report any details of the other buildings as 
the information you provided is very clear.  We do suggest however, that a similar update would be useful for the 
adjudicator in 2023.
New projects include an Astro all-weather pitch at Scoil Fhionain and the water pump on High Street and the flower 
pots on Main Street were freshly painted. You are using the old chapel rooms in the former Church of Ireland as an 
event space.  We were unable to access the sunken garden behind the Ballyhoura Development building, where 
Japanese Knotweed is being treated.
The layout of the fountain area in West End / Main Street is quite elaborate and the designers treated the difference 
in levels in a very interesting manner when it was completed in 2007.  The street has a significant difference in 
height from one side (north west) to the other (south east) and it also slopes from north east to south west – all of 
which presented quite a challenge for the designers. It was a major landscape development, and we are pleased 
that tree planting was included.  However, these maple trees do not seem to have thrived and we suggest you have 
them checked by an arborist to advise on how their growth can be improved. Our cursory inspection revealed that 
the stakes and ties need attention and perhaps the roots would respond to some nutrition.  Usually, stakes and ties 
should be removed about two years after planting to prevent damage to the tree stems.  The signs here are very 
good but as the previous adjudicator mentioned, the area is cluttered with signage and street furniture.  The back of 
the signs facing onto the road are very conspicuous and being blank, they are no addition to the space visually.  We 
suggest that the position of some items such as signs in this area be reconsidered. The timber seats are attractive 
but are now in need of repainting before our wet weather causes them further deterioration.  The buildings on both 
sides of Main Street Lower (according to Google) –called Castle Street on your map – are most impressive.  The 
19th century St Andrews RC Church is spectacular and even more so because it is on a hill.  Then the very large 
Parochial House beside it on the upper side and the convent building on the lower side convey an impression of 
what Kilfinane was like more than a century ago.  It is great to have such important historical buildings in your 
community.  There is a striking difference between the RC church and the old chapel building. Apart from their 
difference in size, there are mature trees in the grounds of the old chapel but none in the grounds of St Andrews RC 
church.  It is not too late, so perhaps some can be planted next winter, in which case we advise sessile oak 
(Quercus petraea), our national tree, which can live for 1,000 years or more.
The cemetery which has an interesting layout was clean and tidy, but we suggest it would be nice to plant a few 
trees before all the spaces are filled with graves.  Ideally, cemeteries should be landscaped so when they are full, 
they can function as parks where people can visit and sit and relax. In a few generations time they will also become 
important for studying local history through reading the headstones. It is a pity that throughout Ireland the focus is 
just on providing sites for graves and not enough consideration is given to what they will look like when they are full. 
The grotto looked clean and tidy and had a few plant containers with flowers.
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pots on Main Street were freshly painted. You are using the old chapel rooms in the former Church of Ireland as an 
event space.  We were unable to access the sunken garden behind the Ballyhoura Development building, where 
Japanese Knotweed is being treated.
The layout of the fountain area in West End / Main Street is quite elaborate and the designers treated the difference 
in levels in a very interesting manner when it was completed in 2007.  The street has a significant difference in 
height from one side (north west) to the other (south east) and it also slopes from north east to south west – all of 
which presented quite a challenge for the designers. It was a major landscape development, and we are pleased 
that tree planting was included.  However, these maple trees do not seem to have thrived and we suggest you have 
them checked by an arborist to advise on how their growth can be improved. Our cursory inspection revealed that 
the stakes and ties need attention and perhaps the roots would respond to some nutrition.  Usually, stakes and ties 
should be removed about two years after planting to prevent damage to the tree stems.  The signs here are very 
good but as the previous adjudicator mentioned, the area is cluttered with signage and street furniture.  The back of 
the signs facing onto the road are very conspicuous and being blank, they are no addition to the space visually.  We 
suggest that the position of some items such as signs in this area be reconsidered. The timber seats are attractive 
but are now in need of repainting before our wet weather causes them further deterioration.  The buildings on both 
sides of Main Street Lower (according to Google) –called Castle Street on your map – are most impressive.  The 
19th century St Andrews RC Church is spectacular and even more so because it is on a hill.  Then the very large 
Parochial House beside it on the upper side and the convent building on the lower side convey an impression of 
what Kilfinane was like more than a century ago.  It is great to have such important historical buildings in your 
community.  There is a striking difference between the RC church and the old chapel building. Apart from their 
difference in size, there are mature trees in the grounds of the old chapel but none in the grounds of St Andrews RC 
church.  It is not too late, so perhaps some can be planted next winter, in which case we advise sessile oak 
(Quercus petraea), our national tree, which can live for 1,000 years or more.
The cemetery which has an interesting layout was clean and tidy, but we suggest it would be nice to plant a few 
trees before all the spaces are filled with graves.  Ideally, cemeteries should be landscaped so when they are full, 
they can function as parks where people can visit and sit and relax. In a few generations time they will also become 
important for studying local history through reading the headstones. It is a pity that throughout Ireland the focus is 
just on providing sites for graves and not enough consideration is given to what they will look like when they are full. 
The grotto looked clean and tidy and had a few plant containers with flowers.

Daffodils were planted at the Kilfinane Stone on the Kilmallock Road. You have bedding displays in both the 
containers and in the beds at the fountain area. It is great news to learn that you have funding of €85,000 to repair 
and make safe the church ruin  in the old graveyard.

You maintain the planting at the Marian Corner and have replaced and replanted some of the containers in the 
church carpark.  We were disappointed at the lack of landscape treatment in the grounds of Scoil Pól.  This is a 
significant building in the landscape and inadequate attention has been given to harmonising it with its surroundings.  
There are extensive grounds here and a few plant containers were placed near the building and the entrance – not 
a correct approach.  We strongly advise that management engage a landscape designer to prepare a planting 
scheme of trees, shrubs, hedges and perennial plants for implementation over a period of years. Compare the 
excellent line of trees inside the convent boundary across the road, where someone in past decades had the good 
sense to plant those trees.  We admired the new trees planted at Scoil Fhionain and hope that they will establish 
quickly.  We noted trees growing in the OEC grounds which need attention.  The stakes and ties should be removed 
before they cause damage to the stems.  Blackrock GAA has a fine boundary wall that presents a hard appearance. 
Over time this can be softened by planting climbing plants such as ivy at the base of the wall about 2 metres apart.  
The gate needs painting, and it would be nice to have a few trees planted near the stands.

A word on plant containers which are often favoured by Tidy Towns committees. The guideline is to use them only 
where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to 
have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly 
planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.  The handbook was revised last year and there is 
plenty of valuable information under this criterion available at https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

Well done on adding yellow rattle seed to the meadow in the community orchard and promoting its value.  We note 
the expansion of the herb garden, and the addition of 2 blackcurrant bushes in 2020. It is great that you are using 
pollinator friendly plants in your planting schemes and the addition of thyme, yarrow and oregano outside the 
school. You maintain a biodiversity strip of ground on captain’s lane which this year includes Californian Poppy.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Works mentioned her include cleaning road signage – as far as you can reach – we noted the high directional sign 
for Kilmallock, Mitchelstown and Tipperary with the flowering Begonias at the base.  You take care of the recycling 
centre at the church and cemetery car park  When these facilities were first provided, they were placed in prominent 
locations to encourage their use. Now that they appear to be well used, it would be better if they were relocated to l.  
Controlling kerbside weeds has become a greater problem without the use of weed killers.  You have regular litter 
picks assisted by students from Scoil Pól Green Schools students and collected material is segregated for recycling 
where possible.  The annual Good Friday TLC was another success, helped by residents doing areas where they 
live, and it is great to learn that fewer bags were collected this year. You have tried to do away with litter bins as has 
been done in other places and have settled for now in reducing their number. For tidiness sake, you work with local 
business owners to keep advertisement to a minimum.

The floral display at the entrance to Scoil Pól, with the Green Schools Committee is mentioned here – using old milk 
cartons.  For Earth Day on 22nd April, the same committee ran an awareness presentation.
Rainwater harvesting is practiced, as does composting – using food waste. You promote local shopping, and you 
have a reusable Christmas tree which saves on cutting down trees.

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Having residents adopt a patch has been a great success and this has worked well around the fountain area. The 
fountain and the footpaths around the fountain are kept clean and weed free. At Forest View Estate footpaths were 
replaced by the Council. This is a small estate with single storey houses that has an attractive open space and a 
good selection of trees.  Some gardens are well-planted, and some have hedges.  We admired herbaceous plants 
growing at a cul-de-sac. The raised island stone wall at the entrance is fine, but other plant containers there are no 
addition and would best be removed. Radharc Cillin is a new estate with a large open space that has a few trees.  
The triangular open space at the entrance would look better with trees and climbing plants would help to soften the 
walls. There is scope for more planting in private gardens. Treada na Ri is a recent estate that has some trees in the 
road margins inside the entrance. We expected more planting on the open space, conditions of the planning 
permission, but perhaps there were no such conditions when permission was granted.  In any case, we recommend 
planting of at least 20 trees of maple, lime or birch on the open space.
A committee was formed at Ballyhoura Heights estate for the first time and great improvements have been made 
there, which included replacing an old fence and painting a wall at the side of the estate. Residents had started to 
plant climbing plants on the gabions.  We note that the council regularly cut the green areas in all the housing 
estates and maintain the playground.

New footpaths were made in the graveyard by the Council and the car park at St Andrew’s Church was relined. The 
space here is nicely divided with trees.  Other places where new footpaths were constructed include both sides of 
High Street (Molly’s Restaurant), outside Scoil Pól, Mill Hill, Laugh Street and the back of St Andrew’s church.  
Barrack Street needs footpaths alongside the high wall and the pathway on the side of the houses is not continuous.  
We recommend asking the Council to include tree pits when making footpaths 
You maintain road verges and remove the grass when cut – that should not be necessary if you mow it frequently.  
However, if allowed for wildflowers, then it has to be removed as is the case on banks managed for wildlife. You 
keep on top of weed growth and that is always a major task.
At the Moat on Barrack Street, we were interested in the sign which is well done.  However, it is not very accessible 
from ground level because it is placed on higher ground with flowers planted on a ledge in front of the sign.  Can the 
sign be moved to the ledge where it would be much easier to see.  The gate here is not in keeping with the style of 
the stone piers. Across the road, a large area appears to be part of an enclosed car park.  While the site is well 
done and enclosed with a stone wall surmounted by a low railing, it is a pity that it lacks landscape treatment.  We 
suggest that a line of trees could be planted inside the boundary that would in time add enhancement.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



At the Moat on Barrack Street, we were interested in the sign which is well done.  However, it is not very accessible 
from ground level because it is placed on higher ground with flowers planted on a ledge in front of the sign.  Can the 
sign be moved to the ledge where it would be much easier to see.  The gate here is not in keeping with the style of 
the stone piers. Across the road, a large area appears to be part of an enclosed car park.  While the site is well 
done and enclosed with a stone wall surmounted by a low railing, it is a pity that it lacks landscape treatment.  We 
suggest that a line of trees could be planted inside the boundary that would in time add enhancement.

Concluding Remarks:

It was our first visit to Kilfinane and we were impressed by historic buildings and newer school buildings opposite 
them.  Well done for your efforts in having your community looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your 
application in 2023.


