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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
You have a committee of 11 members and another 10 volunteers who help as needed. Meetings are held at 
different intervals but monthly from February to April for planning purposes.  Work on the ground is planned to suit 
whenever people are available.  You are building up a skills audit to match people with projects where they can best 
help. Many young people took responsibility for picking litter on roads where they live – a very positive sign of their 
support through ‘adopt a patch’ system.  You have provided much details about your activities which it is not 
necessary to repeat in this report.  The list of agencies that support you, including Limerick City and County Council 
is very impressive.  For communications, you make great use of Facebook and texting as well as newspaper notices 
and sometimes posters in shops in neighbouring parishes.  The Green Schools Committee in the local school have 
been working for about 20 years with great success, having 1chieved their 10th Green Flag this year. Last May, a 
small number of local teenagers helped with some of your evening work on a footpath.  This year you printed 500 
newsletters by the Community Council and circulated them to every townland in the parish.
Having participated now for six years in the competition, you feel it has helped to generate a good community spirit 
and draw the community together.  Thank you for attaching the multi-year plan at the end of the application.  Thanks 
also for the map of Kilcornan, but we ask that you improve on this for next year by either naming the sites on the 
map or having the legend on the same page.  Also, the map is too small for us to read, so please make it bigger and 
the text/numbers larger to help us to read it. In fact, we had to revert to Google to try and understand the map and 
found that it does not relate very well to the actual configuration of the roads, so we suggest you prepare a better 
and more accurate map next year.  We were looking for Hollypark House on the N69 (as you had shown) but 
according to Google it is some distance inside Curraghchase Park – which means that you are perhaps referring 
only to the entrance gates.  From your comments further on in the application, we have learned that the large, 
grassed margin near the entrance to Curraghchase is called Hollypark Green. When you do produce a map for next 
year, please ask a person who is not familiar with the area to see if it makes sense to them. Another piece of advice, 
we don’t need such detailed information about your projects or activities as allocated marks are not dependent on 
such matters. It only delays us from spending time visiting the sites, so please try and be much briefer for next 
year’s adjudicator.  Thank you for adding some pictures with the application. The handbook with guidelines for all 
the criteria was revised last year and is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

30

Items mentioned here include your noticing that the old horse rings at the church need attention, new pathways in 
Kilcornan graveyard extension, the condition of the Kilcornan House site which is a construction site awaiting 
completion – it is very noticeable, and we hope there is a resolution to this untidiness soon. We agree that the 
Council Depot site should at least be kept tidy and perhaps enclosed until they find a more suitable less prominent 
site.  New signage at the Community Centre car park.  You received funding to upgrade the Fire Safety system and 
checking out the defibrillator.  The village water pump was painted in May this year and the surrounding area 
cleaned.  You are pursuing Coillte to have the Pier Gates of Curraghchase repaired.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

259

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

39

30

32

29

19

41

30

30

250

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 259

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/06/2022

 



Items mentioned here include your noticing that the old horse rings at the church need attention, new pathways in 
Kilcornan graveyard extension, the condition of the Kilcornan House site which is a construction site awaiting 
completion – it is very noticeable, and we hope there is a resolution to this untidiness soon. We agree that the 
Council Depot site should at least be kept tidy and perhaps enclosed until they find a more suitable less prominent 
site.  New signage at the Community Centre car park.  You received funding to upgrade the Fire Safety system and 
checking out the defibrillator.  The village water pump was painted in May this year and the surrounding area 
cleaned.  You are pursuing Coillte to have the Pier Gates of Curraghchase repaired.

Items mentioned under this heading include bulb planting at the base of the wall opposite the church, planting of a 
beech hedge by the fence at the (temporary) depot.  We noted the laurel hedge that was planted at the old depot – 
it seems to be surviving this time.  The beech hedge at the back of the footpath at Hollypark Green is also surviving. 
The green is maintained by the local authority.  Well done on the improvements made to the strip of ground between 
the footpath and the boundary wall of the school and at the green by the pump.  The planting should look great for 
most of next year.  The grotto is a lovely feature with an interesting backdrop of upright coniferous Italian cypress 
trees. We have noted your strategy in the placement of plant containers. In that regard, we advise that the 
handbook has been revised and there are 28 pages on this criteria all of which is important information that would 
guide your projects,  for example, guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the 
ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. The best plant container is one that is 
hidden by the plants it contains. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the 
quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all. For 
more information, click on the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

Under awareness, you have posted local nature photos (we presume on Facebook) and shared Limerick BirdWatch 
events and distributed NBDC information sheets on pollinator friendly herbs and had a talk by Padraig Fogarty last 
March. You promoted this criterion through your newsletter and have changed the mowing regime near the 
Curraghchase entrance to allow development of wildflowers and placed ‘biodiversity’ notices there as well.  You had 
a good response from the reusable nature posters placed along walking routes and at entrances to Curraghchase.  
Through local surveys, you have determined that there are 33 different species of birds. Including a woodpecker in 
the area.  Bat surveys were done on the rivers Maigue and Deel.  You have also been busy monitoring bumblebees 
and butterflies last year and this year – well done. Some members of your committee have participated in the Wild 
Work training initiative on biodiversity – learning is continuous for you.  The non-playing surface of football pitches is 
left unmown to encourage wildflowers and other pollinating plants to develop.  Finally, you are assisting in the 
eradication of invasive plant species by reporting locations through the app.
Well done on all of these activities Should you be interested in more suitable projects, please click on the following 
link for the relevant section of the revised handbook.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

On Good Friday, you participated in the annual  TLC (Team Limerick Clean-up) which produced 56 bags of rubbish 
on the N69 and side roads in your area, an area of 40 sq. kms – and the school cleaned their school grounds, the 
community centre and pitches. The work still goes on with volunteers and you use Facebook to highlight any 
dumping that occurs.  The work continues through the ‘adopt a patch’ system.  Control of weeds is ongoing. 
Cleaning of signs was done, and you are seeking to have torn flags replaced at Curraghchase. Well done on all 
these activities.  Your biggest problems of untidiness are Kilcornan House and the Council depots for machinery 
and storage.

The pupils of Kilcornan National School have achieved their 10th Green Flag.  This time it was the theme of Global 
Citizenship: Food and Biodiversity. The children of the Den have been growing fruit and vegetables. The 
chairperson also took a raised bed and planted it with his granddaughters. You have 100L and a 210L water butt at 
the preschool.  The church grounds have LED lighting on a timer. With the new footpath at the school, children used 
their scooters last March. A clothes collection event was organised in May
You have a very good understanding of what this criterion entails.  The emphasis here really needs to be on 
reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest 
the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. 
What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Well done on persuading the local farmer not to spray the verge opposite the church. Most houses and gardens in 
Kilcornan are well maintained.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Kilcornan are well maintained.

The statutory sign  (in green) on the approach road from Askeaton was fine – we noted that only the margin was 
cut, and the rest of the grass was allowed to grow longer. A little further on, just from the junction with the L6125 
(and the pump), we liked the low stone wall with the larger stones used as capping – it matches the wall on the 
L6125. Further on, there is a large building complex recessed from the road with parking in front – some weeds here 
need attention. We admired the new stone wall at the back of the footpath. Completion of new road surfaces has 
made a great improvement.  Well done on the various tasks described under this section aimed at improving the 
approaches to Kilcornan.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Being on a busy road, the N69, Kilcornan is a village that most people pass through quickly without taking in most of 
what it offers.  It is great to see such a proud and active community doing its best to have it looking its best.  We 
look forward to receiving your application in 2022.


