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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
With a committee of 8 members, you have a massive 94 volunteers. Monthly meetings are held and your work on 
the ground commenced weekly from April. You have collaborative projects on the Keale River with Ballyorgan Tidy 
Towns group.  The river walk demonstrates the importance of ecosystem services and how communities can work 
together to protect the environment.  You have great support from Limerick City & County Council and several other 
public bodies including LEADER and private business interests and you have 1 RS scheme worker for 19.5 hours 
every week. You have also listed other groups which provided grant assistance.  Texting facilities are used within 
the community for communications.  You also use Facebook and local newspapers.  Cooperation with Glenroe 
Community National School (CNS) led to successful CLAR safety measures projects.  You have listed several other 
projects which arose from the joint approach. – bird boxes, bird feeding station, sensory garden, the milk shake 
project.  Your special project is to reduce dereliction and revitalize the community by identifying unoccupied and 
derelict houses in the community, of which a survey revealed there are 41. Working with the owners, a number are 
now being renovated and planning permission sought for work on some others.  You are a re-entrant since 2015 
and found the experience a positive one.  Well done on having a multi-year plan which will help guide your projects 
in years to come.  Thank you for your maps which are  accurate in terms of roads and ground levels, and you have 
a legend on the same page, which is great.  You chose to have two maps, the second being an enlarged version of 
part of the first map. We would prefer to have just one map and instead of these maps please use a simpler version 
(without the levels or grid numbers) to reduce the amount of information on the page and allow your numbers to be 
more easily read.  We suggest you ask a stranger to look at it first before you submit it and by that means you will 
better understand our difficulties. The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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We admired the new stone wall built in herringbone style from the church to the school.  It is so well done, our 
compliments to the stonemason.  It is a good job to screen the oil tanks at the school – they seldom please, except 
when needed for the boilers.  Our Lady of Ransom RC church is a fine building in good condition and well-painted. It 
is a pity that the nice new wall surrounding the hall beside the church does not match the lovely stone wall fronting 
the church. We visited the cemetery behind the church and found it well-maintained – with less frequency of grass 
mowing it is even more pleasant. The lack of grave surrounds makes this lawn cemetery much tidier, and we 
enjoyed the white clover and buttercups, but the bees appreciated them even more. We were pleased to note no 
evidence of weedkiller being used around the headstones or boundary wall.  This is a nice cemetery and even more 
so because the established trees outside the boundary wall add enhancement.  There is still space to plant a few 
trees within the cemetery grounds before all the space gets filled with graves. 
Glenroe GAA Club are very progressive in providing a walkway all around the site and making it available for the 
community and they are moving towards having an Astroturf, having secured Sports Capital funding. We suggest 
that they pay some attention to the need for landscape treatment of the entrance and car park that would enhance 
the complex.  This can be achieved by some trees and perhaps a hedge, rather than plant containers which have 
only short term impact.
The collaboration with Ballyhoura Heritage and Environment on improving the 7 km river walk is a great success. It 
is well-maintained and has good signage and items of interest – including the large monkey puzzle tree in a private 
garden.  Thank you for the information on work you have done on the derelict stone cottage at Darragh.  You have 
done your best to reduce the derelict impact.
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evidence of weedkiller being used around the headstones or boundary wall.  This is a nice cemetery and even more 
so because the established trees outside the boundary wall add enhancement.  There is still space to plant a few 
trees within the cemetery grounds before all the space gets filled with graves. 
Glenroe GAA Club are very progressive in providing a walkway all around the site and making it available for the 
community and they are moving towards having an Astroturf, having secured Sports Capital funding. We suggest 
that they pay some attention to the need for landscape treatment of the entrance and car park that would enhance 
the complex.  This can be achieved by some trees and perhaps a hedge, rather than plant containers which have 
only short term impact.
The collaboration with Ballyhoura Heritage and Environment on improving the 7 km river walk is a great success. It 
is well-maintained and has good signage and items of interest – including the large monkey puzzle tree in a private 
garden.  Thank you for the information on work you have done on the derelict stone cottage at Darragh.  You have 
done your best to reduce the derelict impact.

Works mentioned under this heading include painting hanging baskets, re-planting them and arranging a rota for 
watering them. We spent some time admiring the new bed of perennial plants including lavender, Campanula, 
Heuchera daisies and some others at Glenroe Cross, opposite the church. You are using the ‘adopt a bed’ policy in 
the community to help maintain flower beds.  The village pump enclosure is clean and tidy and enhanced with some 
flowers.  We noted the planting on the grass margin beyond the school.  It is well-done and you have a wild area in 
the school field. Hanging baskets on poles were very well done.  Some words of advice - guideline for plant 
containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves 
attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants 
is inferior. Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.  For more information 
on suitable projects for this criterion, we recommend consulting the relevant section of the revised handbook at the 
following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

Items mentioned under this section include a deadwood habitat near the bug hotel in the GAA grounds.  Drainage 
works are required to complete proposed landscaping beyond the school. The Parish Habitat & Biodiversity project 
(PHAB) is underway, approx. 20% complete.  You participated in An Gaisce Bulbs for Bees – bulbs were planted at 
two locations and  was featured in the Farmers Journal. Bird boxes were erected along the Keale River Walk.  This 
year you waited until the dandelions were finished flowering before mowing grassed areas along the roadside.  You 
have received training for the elimination of Japanese knotweed of which there are four stands. You also maintain 
hedges in accordance with regulations.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

New Projects include rainwater harvesting, which is being planned at the hall, a community composter for the 
graveyard and the ‘Oisin’ earth sculpture along the river walk which has been a very successful venture.  You are in 
the habit of using double sided printing for the Community Newsletter to save on paper usage. Texting and social 
media are used to save on use of paper as well as convenience and speed.  We noted the old church seats having 
a new life in the graveyard.  There is a general recycling in June at the GAA grounds., including scrap metal and 
plastic event.  There are also facilities for recycling clothes.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced 
rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation 
in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to 
tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water 
used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include, reminding people to re-use 
shopping bags, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an 
overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore 
communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will highlight 
the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will 
increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You took part in the annual  TLC 7 with 35 volunteers in 14 teams who picked litter on all of the roads in the 
community and returned to the hall for refreshments afterwards.  Your volunteers clean the various signs and 
remove cable ties within a week of the events.  You monitor for illegal dumping and report it to authorities. 
Community members pick litter on their daily walks, and you arrange a team effort every month for picking litter. The 
new display sign is being used to promote the weekly lotto.  We were pleased to see that Glenroe was clean and 
tidy.

available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

You have plans for a new footpath from the church to the GAA field. Most private houses in Glenroe were in good 
condition and well-maintained.

The signs at Glenroe Cross are of a high standard and full of information.  They are in  a great location where 
visitors will get out of their car and study the information.  The finger post signs were also fine here. It was nice to 
see trees near the cemetery wall in the gravel yard behind the hall. We liked the hedge of wild roses opposite the 
school. The statutory signs on the approach to Glenroe were fine – on one approach, the Hypericum shrub made a 
great yellow display. Beside the entrance to the river walk, a ‘Yield’ sign was very dirty.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Glenroe is a beautiful village with the name of a famous RTE series.  This was our first visit to see all the work you 
do in keeping the village clean and tidy. Well done for your efforts and we look forward to receiving your application 
in 2023.


