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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 6 members is well supported by 37 volunteers.  You have good links with other TT committees 
and a visit from the EMLY group was very helpful. Supporters include Pobal, Limerick City and County Council and 
several other groups and business interests.  In addition to notifications in Mass bulletins and newspapers, you use 
social media with a Facebook page, a website and a WhatsApp group.  Your schools are in Charleville and KIlfinane 
to where your children attend, and it is great that help with some of your projects. Your special project for this year is 
about your efforts to get the community centre operating again.  You are 5 years in the competition and feel that 
Garrienderk has improved as a result of that participation.  Thank you for your map with 28 points clearly marked for 
our attention.  We also note the 70 page multi-year plan.  Your application is well presented and thank you for 
including pictures with the text. The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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The list of activities under this heading include a new boundary stone wall at the community centre, repainting of 
Dermot Kelly Motors and Crown Furniture and maintenance of the seating area opposite the church. The new owner 
of  the Garage in the village, has cleaned and painted the outside of the building. Footpaths were extended at Effin 
Cross, and you are hopeful of more footpaths next year.

At the church it was interesting to see the hitching rings still in the wall – they were last used before I was born! The 
information signs at the church wall were well done – we found them very interesting and a good reason to stop and 
rest awhile.  Owen Hickey of Garrienderk is reputed to have taken the last known photograph of Michael Collins in 
August 1922 – a century ago. As last year’s adjudicator remarked, it was unusual for the side of the church to face 
the road – perhaps that was dictated by the site. It is a lovely building, and we like the several established trees 
growing inside the wall.  The grounds were well-maintained.  The Crown Furniture building was well-painted, and we 
liked the low stone wall on the boundary with the road.  We also noted the red-painted farm gate beside this 
property.
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Maintenance of the Church grounds includes grass cutting. You also planted daffodils by the boundary wall and put 
up some bird boxes in the trees in front of the church and cleaned the entire old stone wall around the church and 
planted containers there as well.  You have removed some of the ivy off the old railway bridge.  A new stone rockery 
was built and planted with wildlife friendly planting and biodiversity beds were planted at the Garage – you now have 
5 in the village centre. Other works included pruning the trees opposite Bruree Junction, planting new shrubs in the 
biodiversity bed at Effin Cross. Daffodils were planted along the full stretch of the road -it must look great in spring. 
You maintain the verges on both sides of a 2km length of road - this includes grass cutting, levelling, strimming and 
hedge trimming. The various planted beds in the grass along some of the 2km stretch of road are of a high standard 
and look well with the hedge as a background.  We were pleased to note that they are not surrounded with timber, 
stone or any other material.  They were as they should be.

There are 28 pages of information under this criterion in the revised handbook and we advise that you consult this 
section for advice on further projects – at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
Some of this advice will refer to the use of plant containers, guideline for which is to use them only where planting 
directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. The best containers are 
those which are hidden by the plants. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which 
the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
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Maintenance of the Church grounds includes grass cutting. You also planted daffodils by the boundary wall and put 
up some bird boxes in the trees in front of the church and cleaned the entire old stone wall around the church and 
planted containers there as well.  You have removed some of the ivy off the old railway bridge.  A new stone rockery 
was built and planted with wildlife friendly planting and biodiversity beds were planted at the Garage – you now have 
5 in the village centre. Other works included pruning the trees opposite Bruree Junction, planting new shrubs in the 
biodiversity bed at Effin Cross. Daffodils were planted along the full stretch of the road -it must look great in spring. 
You maintain the verges on both sides of a 2km length of road - this includes grass cutting, levelling, strimming and 
hedge trimming. The various planted beds in the grass along some of the 2km stretch of road are of a high standard 
and look well with the hedge as a background.  We were pleased to note that they are not surrounded with timber, 
stone or any other material.  They were as they should be.

There are 28 pages of information under this criterion in the revised handbook and we advise that you consult this 
section for advice on further projects – at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
Some of this advice will refer to the use of plant containers, guideline for which is to use them only where planting 
directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. The best containers are 
those which are hidden by the plants. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which 
the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.

You have a bird sanctuary  and other items such as bug hotels, bird and bat boxes.  You have planted native trees - 
you didn’t mention the species, but you maintain larch, ash and spruce forest (19.7 acres) for biodiversity and white 
thorn hedging.  We wonder how the ash trees are surviving the ash dieback disease. Have you made comparisons 
about the wildlife value of spruce versus ash forests?  You expect to be working soon with Albert Nolan Wildlife 
consultant to develop a biodiversity plan.  Some of your children are attending Scoil Pol in Kilfinane where they are 
working on achieving a Green Flag for biodiversity. Some of your children attend St Joseph’s school in Charleville 
which has been awarded their 8th green flag in the marine environment. Well done to both school teachers and 
students for these achievements.
Well done on using an eco-friendly weed killer - having got a recipe from a local beekeeper and it has been 
successful.  You have filled in gaps in hedgerows with the following plants: 100 spindle, 30 Buddleia and 30 honey 
suckle. As well as pink and white heathers, 40 cat mint and 24 lavenders. Local farmers are using the new dribble 
bar system to spread manure as it is more environmentally friendly then the splash plate method.  You have a good 
grasp of what is required under this criterion and have taken appropriate actions.
You are well aware of the rich natural area surrounding your community.  It is important to promote an awareness of 
its many traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under 
this category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

A 1,000 litre water harvesting system behind the church, has produced  2,000 litres/year. New solar panels were 
installed in some houses as well as an air to water heating system. Recycled stone from derelict buildings was used 
for building walls. Many plants are grown by your team and grass is mown using mulch mowers which means it is 
not collected and decomposes directly into the ground. Collected litter is segregated and recycled. Residents from 
the parish attended cooking classes regarding reduction of food waste.  You have done some important activities 
that are relevant to this criterion.  There are many more actions that can be taken so we are providing some advice 
on this below.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



For TLC 7, you had 37 volunteers who cleared roads all through the parish and this year, the volume of litter was 
less than in previous years. Committee members pick litter on a daily basis. Other works include cleaning signage 
all along the 2 km stretch of road.  You are fortunate not to have much unnecessary signage.  We found 
Garrienderk a very nice and welcoming place – very clean and tidy.

For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

All residents are in houses alongside the R515 road, and they are very proud of the homes and gardens.  We 
enjoyed looking at the different ways that they landscape their gardens.

The main road through the village has been resurfaced and relined -  new sign helps to delineate the boundaries of 
the village  There is a new ‘Welcome to County Limerick’ sign which Garrienderk TT installed. The road margins 
were levelled, grassed and planted. The wall at the Effin Cross was repainted and you maintain the wildlife murals 
at Pike Cross.

Coming from the Kilmallock direction, we were immediately impressed by the extensive stone walls on the bridge.  
We consider the statutory sign to be too low on the poles which means it gets splashed in wet weather and gets 
dirty very quickly.  It is unusual for the sign to be on the right hand side of the road.  Why is it not on the left side?  It 
would look fine if moved over beside the 60 kph sign and speed limit indicator and it would help to terminate the 
stone wall.  Upon reaching the church, there is space to stop the car across the road from the church and have a 
picnic – nice idea.  We wondered then if there was also a toilet in the church that could be used by the public, but 
we did not enquire.  We liked the idea of the little yellow edged traffic islands at both sides of entrances – they are 
very useful for residents driving out of their gardens onto the road.  The drivers have more protective space to study 
traffic before entering the R515.  Along this road, the margin is very wide in places – we wonder is there an 
opportunity to ‘green’ some of this space with grass or trees, or is it intended for future road widening.  It would be 
worthwhile discussing that matter with the Council.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on taking such good care of your community and having it looking its best.  We look forward to receiving 
your application in 2023.


