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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your community of just over 1,000 people has a committee of 8 members with another 10 volunteers. You hold 
quarterly meetings and other meetings as the need arises and we are pleased to note that new residents have 
joined your group. The list of supporting agencies is impressive – well done on engaging with all of them. You use 
social media and your webpage for communications as well as public meetings and you involve the schools in 
various aspects of the work.
Your special project is the improvement of the town park by introducing more colour in spring and especially using 
plants that are pollinator friendly, such as crocuses, using school children.
Well done for your participation in this competition for 20 years and thank you for your excellent map (with a legend 
on the page) which we found very useful in our travels in and around Croom.  Thank you as well for including some 
pictures of your projects.
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In tabular form, you have detailed 13 projects under this heading and included some pictures.  These include work 
by LCCC in providing new parking spaces on Main Street and double yellow lines to free traffic in the street, as well 
as new footpaths and upgrading the riverside walk.  You also arranged for cleaning the church car park, and your 
CE scheme workers painted 44 Main Street (LCCC assisted financially).    Other works included Spar and Boyle 
Sports shops being completed and the damaged bus shelter was repaired.  You have other works planned for the 
autumn.
St Mary’s RC church is a fine big building. Its angled position to the site boundary is somewhat unusual which no 
doubt was dictated by the shape of the site when the church was built. We were pleased to see rowan trees planted 
in margins in the car park – they will help to soften the hard surface of the site. Across the road, in the grounds of 
the church of Ireland, we noted fine specimens of Irish yew trees and other mature trees, including an ash tree 
which is dying from ash dieback disease.  Crossing the River Maigue in High Street, we noted the old mills which 
functioned in times past.  The buildings in Bridge Street were very colourful and we noted a large plant container. 
Has there ever been a study done on the possibility of planting some street trees – there appears to be sufficient 
space.  Many business premises were well-presented.  Croom National School is located behind an old stone 
building which we assume may have been the old school.  This is a lovely building, and it is nice to see it preserved
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A list of 12 projects mentioned in tabular form include the following – a flower bed in the town park and planting of 
bulbs; maintenance of the orchard; a wild area in the park near Main Street and signage there about wildlife; 
additional planting in the church car park; the riverside walk; allowing dandelions to flower at the Enterprise Centre 
and moving of trees to the park.
At the bridge, we noted the well-planted containers suspended over the River Maigue and the river looked very 
clean. You are fortunate to have such a large town park with a playground and plenty of paths for walking in all 
weathers – and a holy well.  This park which is well-maintained has a fine collection of established trees. Away from 
the car park, we had difficulty finding the access, but no doubt the local people are very familiar with its entrances.  
A little corner in front of the Garda Station was nicely planted with roses and other flowers.  Planting schemes at 
other locations were noted – generally they looked well.
The education and training board building on High Street is set back a distance from the road with a large car park 
in-between.  Sadly, this educational institution is so far without any landscape treatment.  Hopefully, this comment 
will reach the management and a landscape plan will be devised and implemented before next year’s adjudicator 
pays a visit. There is ample space for several lines of trees that will enhance the campus. On the opposite side of 
High Street, the Croom Sports Complex, is a large red brick building that looks quite bare without any landscape 
treatment.  There is great potential in this part of the town to implement a major landscape scheme that will make a 
significant difference that would be much greater than flower beds or plant containers.

The projects mentioned under this criterion include the biodiversity action plan for the town park which is in draft 
form at present; treatment of giant hogweed; maintenance of roses along the River Maigue; rebuilding a bug hotel 
with the national school; wildlife corridor along Kilmallock Road and maintaining ivy at the church car park.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Biodiversity is under threat globally and sadly Ireland is a part of this trend. Habitats of value include specimen 
trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be found there 
and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather and can 
involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or 
bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  For further information on project ideas for this 
criterion, we advise reading the revised handbook which is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Your team does litter picks on Wednesdays and Saturdays – that is a great commitment.  You also participated in 
the An Taisce National Spring Clean and St Mary’s National School assisted as did Colaiste Chiarain on a regular 
basis. The ‘Leave no Trace’ project is part of the school curriculum at St. Mary’s School. You use social media to 
alert the community.

You are using social media to remind the community to play their part in sustainability. Trees were transplanted to 
the park to make way for the Civic Centre.  In the park, rainwater from the shed is used for watering plant containers 
and other materials are reused as much as possible and promoted. Recycling banks are placed in the car park at 
the church. This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, 
unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we 
need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that 
is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which 
shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a 
help in reducing the amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might 
include reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of water bottles 
and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful 
products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as 
hoeing to maintain weeds. These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when 
you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. For more helpful tips and case studies from other 
Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For further information on project ideas for the criterion we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Estates mentioned here include Kylefea, Caemore Court, Cois Sruthain, St Sennans, Gleann Má, Elm Park.  Some 
private gardens had colourful flowers growing out over their boundary walls. Other have strong hedges.
Well done to residents of the cottages opposite the church for displaying flowers in hanging baskets and window 
boxes.
In Caemore estate where the houses looked very well, we noted the use of old tyres as a base around a shrub and 
suggest that the best way of using old tyres is to leave them with the tyre companies for recycling of the rubber. As 
plant containers, their impact is more negative than positive.  However, in that estate (and in Kylefea estate) we 
liked the use of stone as a place for the name of the estate and flowers planted on top of the stones.  There was 
also interesting sculptures on the open space.  Some residents had established hedges in their gardens. There is 
great scope for planting more trees on the open space.
We noted some plant containers placed on grassed areas.  Therefore, we advise that guideline for plant containers 
is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any 
notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  
Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



private gardens had colourful flowers growing out over their boundary walls. Other have strong hedges.
Well done to residents of the cottages opposite the church for displaying flowers in hanging baskets and window 
boxes.
In Caemore estate where the houses looked very well, we noted the use of old tyres as a base around a shrub and 
suggest that the best way of using old tyres is to leave them with the tyre companies for recycling of the rubber. As 
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liked the use of stone as a place for the name of the estate and flowers planted on top of the stones.  There was 
also interesting sculptures on the open space.  Some residents had established hedges in their gardens. There is 
great scope for planting more trees on the open space.
We noted some plant containers placed on grassed areas.  Therefore, we advise that guideline for plant containers 
is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any 
notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  
Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.

Estates mentioned here include Kylefea, Caemore Court, Cois Sruthain, St Sennans, Gleann Má, Elm Park.  Some 
private gardens had colourful flowers growing out over their boundary walls. Other have strong hedges.
Well done to residents of the cottages opposite the church for displaying flowers in hanging baskets and window 
boxes.
In Caemore estate where the houses looked very well, we noted the use of old tyres as a base around a shrub and 
suggest that the best way of using old tyres is to leave them with the tyre companies for recycling of the rubber. As 
plant containers, their impact is more negative than positive.  However, in that estate (and in Kylefea estate) we 
liked the use of stone as a place for the name of the estate and flowers planted on top of the stones.  There was 
also interesting sculptures on the open space.  Some residents had established hedges in their gardens. There is 
great scope for planting more trees on the open space.
We noted some plant containers placed on grassed areas.  Therefore, we advise that guideline for plant containers 
is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any 
notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  
Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first visit to Croom, and we are impressed with your commitment to having it looking its best. We look 
forward to receiving your application in 2023.


