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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
For a village with a small population 16 committee members is very significant and you have another 10 volunteers. 
We note your committee is in transition because of the impact of Covid on your members and sympathise with you 
on that matter and wish good luck to the new committee.  You have the support of Limerick City and County Council 
and several other public bodies and private business interests. Communications are done via texting and phone 
calls as well as public meetings, church newsletter, newspapers and your own newsletter.  You have regular contact 
with the local school and advise them on planting vegetables, pollinator friendly plants.  The school has achieved 
four Green Flags. Your special project for this year was revamping the raised bed in the park and general 
maintenance. You have had good experiences of being a participant in the competition for the past 29 years.
We note your multi-year plan is a work in progress. May we suggest that your hand drawn map is also a work in 
progress because we found it almost impossible to read.  It is the top half of an A4 page, which is very small, and 
the writing seems to be in pencil – it is very faint.  We ask that you place it in landscape format on an A4 page next 
year, with a stronger coloured pen/pencil.  Before you submit it, ask a person who is not familiar with Croagh if they 
can read or understand it.
The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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Ballycannon Lodge looks well, and we admired the various colourful rose beds in the garden. The church and the 
adjacent national school are important buildings in the village which are well-maintained and set in an open 
landscape.  We suggest that some tree planting would enhance these buildings further.  There is a mixture of 
different materials used in boundary walls.  On both sides of the church grounds, there is a traditional stone wall, but 
the front walls of the church and the school don’t match the stone walls or each other.  That seems a missed 
opportunity because it would be nice to have continued with traditional stone walls – as was done at Adamswood on 
the opposite side of the road and at the nursing home further on.  The Carnegie Free Library building was 
well-painted in a soft yellow colour and the doors and wall base in blue. The Ramble Inn looked well. The main 
street is dominated by parked cars, and we suggest that the impact of these could be reduced by an avenue of 
trees.  That would entail surveying both sides of the street to determine where tree planting is possible. 
It is great that two derelict houses were redeveloped, and one is now occupied. The repainted School of Music 
looked well.  The arched entrance to the old church ruins and cemetery has a unique appearance but the roots of a 
shrub growing on the top of the wall will quickly undermine the stonework unless it is removed. We walked in and 
around the old graveyard.  The extensive lichen growing on old headstones is an indication of the cemetery’s age, 
but we saw some recent burials – May 2022.  The old ruin seems to be held together with the ivy, but there is at 
least one sycamore tree growing against its wall that should be removed before it causes further damage. The two 
lines of Irish yew trees probably formed a narrow avenue from the entrance in the stone wall boundary to the church 
door.  They have now grown so large that the former pathway between them has almost disappeared.  We suggest 
you consult with the OPW regarding trimming the base of the yew trees to open up the pathway.
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shrub growing on the top of the wall will quickly undermine the stonework unless it is removed. We walked in and 
around the old graveyard.  The extensive lichen growing on old headstones is an indication of the cemetery’s age, 
but we saw some recent burials – May 2022.  The old ruin seems to be held together with the ivy, but there is at 
least one sycamore tree growing against its wall that should be removed before it causes further damage. The two 
lines of Irish yew trees probably formed a narrow avenue from the entrance in the stone wall boundary to the church 
door.  They have now grown so large that the former pathway between them has almost disappeared.  We suggest 
you consult with the OPW regarding trimming the base of the yew trees to open up the pathway.

We were most impressed that a village of your size has such a lovely park – we note it was developed in 1999 and it 
has several interesting features, but sadly, it needs maintenance.  The central feature of a boulder in a circle of a 
low stone wall has nothing to explain to the visitor of its purpose or symbolism (if any) and it now looks neglected.  
Close by, the pergola of Clematis is so unstable that it appears ready to collapse.  We noticed the semi-circular 
raised bed that was planted with pollinator friendly plants – it looked very well. There is some outdoor gym 
equipment and a swing.  We enjoyed reading about the history of Croagh as written on the limestone slab attached 
to the old cemetery wall which adjoins the park. Near here there is a gate leading to the old cemetery but appears 
not to be in use and the shrubs on each side of the pathway are growing too large – they need pruning.  The 
established trees in this park are wonderful (oaks, chestnuts, lime, birch and some others) and the grass is being 
well-maintained.  However, we noted that grass clippings are being dumped in the park and that is bad practice. In 
fact, we wonder why grass is being removed – in Dublin there are thousands of acres of parks, and the grass is not 
removed – it is returned to the ground as it is mown. There is an opportunity here to apply the ‘don’t mow, let it grow’ 
maintenance regime  for some of the grassed area to encourage the development of wildflowers.  We recommend 
the removal of low branches of the trees to allow a view through the park and to enable access to pathways some of 
which are blocked with branches.  In fact, some seats are also inaccessible for the same reason.  In removing low 
branches, it is important to know exactly where to cut the branch and prevent the trees from being infected. 
Therefore, we suggest that an arborist be engaged to advise or to arrange the pruning and also to undertake 
formative pruning of some trees where necessary.
The grotto on the corner of the park is an elaborate feature with steps leading down to the river. We assume that 
this is used for religious events and the large hard surface area is from time to time full of people. The three square 
timber plant containers here – which need maintenance - are of little value in terms of enhancement and would not 
be missed if taken away.  The circular planting display built with the same stone as in the adjacent wall looked well.  
The fountain is not in operation any more – perhaps it could be another feature planting – that would be easier to 
maintain.
There are 28 pages of information and ideas in the revised handbook which is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.

Items mentioned under this heading include introduction of 16 beehives at D&M Garden Centre.  Planting of 
vegetable and pollinator friendly plants for children at the national school.  Maintenance of beehives off Sli na 
Slainte and ongoing control of Japanese knotweed.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Introduction of recyclable coffee cups to D&M restaurant. Collections were done for scrap metal and used clothing.  
The national school has four Green Flags, and you save paper by using electronic means of communications.  All of 
these are appropriate activities under this heading.  The following is some guidance for further projects. 

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. The emphasis here really needs to be on 
reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest 
the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. 
What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. You can avoid collecting mown 
grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and facilitate faster 
decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water 
used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut 
down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of 
water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, 
many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other 
means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You participated in the TLC Good Friday Clean-up again this year and  22 bags of rubbish were collected. In 
general, we found Croagh clean and tidy with the exception of some derelict properties. A pole beside the Carnegie 
Free Library building had old torn posters attached which looked untidy and there were cable ties on other poles.

means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Adamswood Avenue residents maintain the open space within their estate. The houses are very nice, but there is 
very little scope for planting in front gardens. Most people in Croagh have great pride in their homes and gardens.

Croagh cannot be missed on the approach from Rathkeale, because of the intensity of colour from seasonal 
bedding plants such as lines of Begonias in the roadside margins at both sides of the L1240. It is assumed that 
these flowers are part of the D&M Garden Centre contribution to the Tidy Town effort, because it is immediately 
beside their garden centre and restaurant.  There is also a triangular bed of red roses which was looking great.  
These two displays would have been sufficient but then there were also several plant containers of different shapes 
and sizes sitting on the grass margin inside the footpath. In our view, this floral treatment is over the top and we 
suggest that a simpler more effective and appropriate landscape treatment could be devised at much less cost.  Our 
recommendations are to remove all of the plant containers. The guideline for plant containers is to use them only 
where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. The best 
containers are those which are hidden by the plants. The use of old tractor tyres is not recommended – all tyres 
should be sent for recycling.  The use of herbaceous perennial plants which are pollinator friendly are encouraged 
rather than Begonias and we consider that the best place for those would be on the edge of the grass margin inside 
the footpath, where they would help to hide the parked cars.  In short, we admire the effort done here but suggest 
some changes which in our view would make a difference in terms of cost and effect.  In the roadside margin 
beyond the rose beds, we noted a small stone with ‘Failte Go Croch’ which is very faint.  It occurred to us that the 
stone should be larger and be placed in front of the roses – it is lost in its present location.  So too are the Begonias, 
especially to drivers who are watching traffic. At the other end of the village the stone is larger and mounted on a 
block of stones.  It is somewhat hidden by tall planting directly in front of it and the stone needs cleaning.  We 
suggest you review the design and location of both stones with a view to making better impact and more welcoming 
on these approaches.  A large boulder is sitting on the side of the road towards the middle of the village – with a 
wooden barrel on each side with an evergreen shrub in each of them.  Our interpretation is that the plant containers 
are there as a safety measure to prevent people from driving their cars into the boulder.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Congratulation on your efforts in keeping Croagh looking its best.  We hope you find some useful advice in this 
report to guide your future projects. We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


