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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
The population of 294 people seems likely to expand significantly with the expansion of the village. Your committee 
has 12 members and another 2 volunteers, and you are only now getting back to business after the Covid 
pandemic. You have local sponsorship and receive sponsorship from Pobal – we suggest that you contact the 
Limerick Co. Co. Environmental Awareness Officer who can provide some guidance.  For communication you have 
a website and use texting with each other. Do you have any public meetings? That would be one way of getting 
more support and volunteers. Liaison with the school will continue again from September. Your specific project is 
the Corcamore corner and this is your 12th year in the competition.  The map you provided was of little use to us 
because it was very small and there was no accompanying legend to explain what the numbers represented. We 
advise that you seek advice on the type of map we need and how it can be used by you to explain Clarina and the 
projects you are developing and maintaining.  We note you are working on a map and hope it will be available for 
next year’s adjudication. We also hope that your multi-year plan to help guide your programme over the coming 
years will also be available next year. Unfortunately, the file with pictures was not readable except for the first few 
images.  It is important that whatever works you undertake are in accordance with best practice and for that reason 
we suggest that you download the revised handbook from the Tidy Towns site at the following link 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/. The handbook contains guidelines on each criteria and we will refer 
to them again under the respective criteria in this report.
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Under this criterion you have no new projects other than maintaining flower beds.  Corcamore corner is shown on 
the map, and we noted the first picture shows a development with a boat behind a wall.  We appreciate that you 
may have used the boat as a feature because of seeing it done elsewhere.  However, in our view, the boat has little 
relevance here. Boats are used on water; they are not plant containers and using a boat at this location is taking 
away from the rest of the work you have done in improving this area. The wall and benches are fine.    We 
noted some fine buildings as we drove around Clarina, including the Riding Centre which was well painted.  St 
Joseph’s RC stone built church looks very well and we consider there is sufficient space in the grounds for planting 
trees that would add enhancement, especially to soften the impact of the car park.  Beside the church is the 
Community Centre and further on is Ballybrown School.  All are lovely new buildings with good space around them 
and ample car parking facilities.  The only thing missing is some landscape treatment and in that regard, we do not 
mean adding plant containers.  We suggest that a landscape designer be asked to prepare a landscape plan for this 
entire complex with a view to having the work implemented over a period of years.
Kilkeedy church and cemetery which we visited is an important part of your history.  There is an old church and an 
old cemetery and a newer church and a newer cemetery.  There appears to be two standards of maintenance here; 
the grass is well maintained in the newer section but is less frequently mown in the older section.  Perhaps the two 
cemeteries are under different managements,  In any case, both systems have positive values. The newer section is 
tidy, and the older section is better for biodiversity.  We noted a little too much spraying of herbicide here.  The 
boundary walls of stone are a wonderful part of your heritage.
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entire complex with a view to having the work implemented over a period of years.
Kilkeedy church and cemetery which we visited is an important part of your history.  There is an old church and an 
old cemetery and a newer church and a newer cemetery.  There appears to be two standards of maintenance here; 
the grass is well maintained in the newer section but is less frequently mown in the older section.  Perhaps the two 
cemeteries are under different managements,  In any case, both systems have positive values. The newer section is 
tidy, and the older section is better for biodiversity.  We noted a little too much spraying of herbicide here.  The 
boundary walls of stone are a wonderful part of your heritage.

Our comments above refer to Corcamore corner and we will not repeat them here.
We admired the established trees on the roundabout but noted the problem of changes being made to facilitate 
large wide loads.  Perhaps through your local councillor, you might succeed in having a meeting with the local 
engineer to discuss this matter with a view to reaching a resolution.

The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and you have many good examples.   In planting new trees, 
it is best to use a single species on a road or street for uniformity.  Also, it is important to ensure that the base of 
new trees is maintained free of weeds, grass and flower beds to ensure early establishment. When trees are 
established, it is important to remove the stakes as the stems can get damaged from the ties or stake.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which 
the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all. If 
considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral displays 
is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.  Further information on this criterion 
is available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You participated in the Team Limerick clean-up undertaken again this year on Good Friday.  You arrange litter 
picking twice per week and had stencils put on the footpath for the dog fouling - these need to be redone. It is good 
that you liaise with the local road sweeper before you sweep the paths etc., for better effect.

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Residents take pride in their properties, and you are hopeful to have the support of new residential committees 
when the houses are fully occupied.  We were pleased to see established trees on open spaces within some new 
housing schemes.

All road signs etc are cleaned by your group and you are looking forward to new footpaths being constructed within 
Clarina – that is important especially as your population expands.  We saw the new path installed at Ballybrown 
GAA boundary. With the concrete path and concrete wall this boundary is very hard.  We advise the preparation of 
small planting pits be made in the footpath at approximately 2 metres apart and after filling them with sols, we 
recommend planting climbing plants such as ivy that will in a few years’ time soften the hard appearance. We liked 
the planting schemes on the approach to Clarina; they are very welcoming.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We appreciate that you are grappling with your entry in the competition and hope our advice in this report helps you 
along. We look forward to your application in 2023.


