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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee has 12 members and another 30 volunteers help as and when needed. You have two formal 
meetings and then from March, you meet on Mondays.  You are well supported by Limerick County Council and 
other agencies in the county and private business interest in the area.  You are fortunate to have a committee 
member who works with the Limerick Leader Newspaper.  You wear jackets with your logo to raise awareness and 
you use social media as well as newsletter to reach the community.  Your committee also includes teachers which is 
a link with the school where they environmental awareness, especially litter control.  The cross over of committee 
members with other groups such as the GAA helps for cooperation.  Your specific project for this year is the shrub 
bed across from the old convent.  Well done on this being your 10th year in the competition and the experience has 
helped to improve Cappamore. Thank you for your map of Cappamore and the accompanying legend of 15 points 
and we compliment you for having the numbers follow in a succession – well done.  Thank you also for your 
multi-year plan which shows you are planning a few years ahead.
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Well done on being so active in working with Limerick County Council and having attention paid to derelict sites. We 
note that some have been brought back into use and hopefully, others will follow soon.  The Fire Station and the 
Library across the road are two important buildings in the town that are looking well. We liked the landscape 
treatment. The Convent of Mercy is a beautiful building which is located a distance inside the entrance.  It and Scoil 
Caitriona are very important buildings.  It is a pity that the convent building is so much hidden from view, because of 
the high boundary wall - except when looking through the gates.  The high boundary wall on the road may  have had 
a purpose in past decades, but it seems that today, it would be better replaced with a much lower wall and railing – 
that would add enhancement to the streetscape. We wondered why the Council has not placed a footpath outside 
this boundary wall.  It would seem to us a tidier approach to providing a safe place for children to walk to the school 
– has this matter ever been discussed? We looked at the work being done on the low stone wall across the road 
from the school/convent. It is well-constructed.  We note you have placed timber boxes with Begonias at intervals 
along the wall.  The work is to a high standard, and we wish to mention that in our judging in Limerick this year, we 
have seen similar work being done in Castleconnell and Patrickswell.  In your case, you have chosen Begonias 
which are annuals and will die in winter, unless stored where there is protection from frost. We suggest that the 
project would be easier managed and be as effective if you used alpine perennial plants such as Saxifraga, Aubretia 
and some others that could be left in place over winter.  They could also be planted the full length of the wall and not 
in boxes.  Many old stone walls in the country have established interesting plants on the caps, as well as on their 
sides.  It is that effect that you should be aiming to establish.
We visited the Community Centre, which is a fine complex, and wondered why the site was not landscaped.  Surely 
that would be a condition of planning permission when they were constructed.  There is a huge contrast between 
the grounds at the Fire Station which is landscaped with trees and grass and the large hard surfaced car park 
between the Community Centre and the Sports Hall. We suggest that a landscape designer be engaged to prepare 
a landscape design for the site, to include trees, shrubs, and perennial plants that would enhance the fine buildings. 
We are not suggesting that someone plant a few trees – a landscape scheme should be designed to accommodate 
the parking and provide appropriate planting where it has the best impact and help to soften this very large area of 
what is termed today as grey infrastructure.  The playground near the boundary looked very well as did the Grotto. It 
is difficult to get through the centre of Cappamore because of cars being parked on both sides of the road.  
Obviously, the Council will be exploring means of managing the traffic and improving the streetscape. In any new 
design we would like to express the view that tree planting be considered to enhance the streetscape as well as 
help resolve traffic issues.
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and some others that could be left in place over winter.  They could also be planted the full length of the wall and not 
in boxes.  Many old stone walls in the country have established interesting plants on the caps, as well as on their 
sides.  It is that effect that you should be aiming to establish.
We visited the Community Centre, which is a fine complex, and wondered why the site was not landscaped.  Surely 
that would be a condition of planning permission when they were constructed.  There is a huge contrast between 
the grounds at the Fire Station which is landscaped with trees and grass and the large hard surfaced car park 
between the Community Centre and the Sports Hall. We suggest that a landscape designer be engaged to prepare 
a landscape design for the site, to include trees, shrubs, and perennial plants that would enhance the fine buildings. 
We are not suggesting that someone plant a few trees – a landscape scheme should be designed to accommodate 
the parking and provide appropriate planting where it has the best impact and help to soften this very large area of 
what is termed today as grey infrastructure.  The playground near the boundary looked very well as did the Grotto. It 
is difficult to get through the centre of Cappamore because of cars being parked on both sides of the road.  
Obviously, the Council will be exploring means of managing the traffic and improving the streetscape. In any new 
design we would like to express the view that tree planting be considered to enhance the streetscape as well as 
help resolve traffic issues.

The riverside park has restricted access because of construction works taking place on an adjacent house.  This 
little park looked well with some seats, and we liked the high quality sign with information on life in the Mulkear 
River. We note your use of colourful timber plant containers and suggest that you consider trailing plants that would 
grow over the sides and help to hide the container – that should be the aim.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which 
the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

You have provided information on the riverside park and the species that inhabit there. Well done on developing the 
wildflowers.  Also mentioned were bird boxes and bat roosts as well as otters, kingfishers, swans and some other 
birds.  We noted the major construction and squeezed by it into the park.  Well done on this criterion. You have a 
rich natural area surrounding your community and you seem to be well aware of its value.  Appreciating your local 
wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is 
more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, 
streams, woodlands and wetlands. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. 
Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  You may not need more information on suitable projects under 
this criterion, but if you do, please follow this link to the relevant section of the handbook.   
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You insulated the Community Hall in 2017 under a LEADER programme and provided further information on Carbon 
Credits. There is a local Energy Community Committee.  The recycling banks are in Moore Street near the entrance 
to the Riverside Park.  When these facilities were introduced about 20 years ago it was important that they be 
placed in prominent locations to encourage people to use them.  Now that they are being used there is less need for 
them to be so conspicuous, so we suggest you seek a less prominent location or to screen them, or both.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated. 
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which 
shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a 
help in reducing the amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might 
include reminding people to re-use shopping bags, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at 
school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are 
no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain 
weeds.   These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more 
projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



The Annual Team Limerick Clean-Up on Good Friday was attended by 100 people this year.  One FÁS operative 
collects litter daily, and the local GAA and FAI Club will pick up litter in the vicinity of the pitches as part of their 
training regime.  The GAA grounds are enclosed by a long concrete block wall which presents a very bare and hard 
appearance - this does not look well in your rural environment.  We suggest that climbing plants such as ivy be 
planted at the base of the wall about 2 metres apart and in a few years’ time they will have covered the wall.  The 
alternative would be a hedge but that would require more maintenance.  There was some litter here and there and a 
sign about a €3,000 fine was very dirty.

Residential estates visited, included Turagh Crescent which has terraced houses, mostly without gardens, but the 
established trees look well. We visited Inse Bui where there are established trees and from there to Mullally Lawn 
and Mullally Grove where there is plenty of open space and a fewer number of trees.   We are curious as to why 
flowers are planted in boxes beneath the trees.  That is not good practice because it makes the tree produce roots 
into the new soil above ground level and these compete with the flowers for water and nutrients as well as light.  We 
understand that people do this elsewhere, but it is a bad idea. These boxes should be removed.  There is great 
scope for more tree planting on the open spaces.  The grotto here is well maintained. Drombally Woods estate has 
a large open space which has no trees and there is no planting in private gardens.

We are surprised that the large directional signs near the old hall are so close to the ground, which makes them a 
little harder to see.  Planting at the base here and at other approaches is fine. The new footpaths are a great help 
for pedestrians.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are to be commended for the effort made in having Cappamore looking its best.  We look forward to receiving 
your application in 2023.


