
2081Caherdavin - Cathair 
Dháibhín

Limerick

C

36

Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 6 members have another 8 volunteers to support them. Meetings are held weekly and Lidl help 
you by supplying some plants.  As advised last year, if you contact Limerick City and County Council, they will be 
able to provide some guidance in the preparation of the application form and on projects.  Communications are 
done through social media channels. Your spcific project for this year is the garden at the Community Centre.  You 
have entered the competition for 12 years and found it a positive experience. Unfortunately the map you provided 
was not very clear. We also had a Google map and with both maps we had an idea of the boundaries of your 
community.  We advise that for next year, you prepare abetter map – even if it is a Google, it would be much better  
if you mark the boundary of the area we have to see.
The Handbook, prepared with input from the national panel of TidyTowns Adjudicators was revised last year and we 
encourage all participants to download a copy.  It is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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Projects mentioned here include the planting of lime trees and the start of a wild garden, but you didn’t state the 
location – we assume it to be in Caherdavin Community Park, by Limerick City and County Council.  The Greenhills 
Hotel complex is nicely presented. and we admired the line of trees between the car park and the recreational open 
space.  We also admired the line of trees on the Ennis Road which runs through the Caherdavin district. As we 
travelled on the L8570, we admired the many fine houses and the landscaped gardens.  The Community Centre is a 
most unusual and delightful building located in the Community Park. We noted a small community garden fenced in, 
beside the Community Centre. Christ the King RC Church is a delightful modern building at Backthorn Drive.
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We noted the 8 planters on the open space beside the community centre and suggest that they make very little 
contribution to the improvement of that space.  A simpler treatment would be the construction of a small pathway 
and a few seats where people could walk, sit and relax.  In regard to planting, what is needed here are a few groups 
of trees such as birch, maple or flowering cherry, to provide seasonal colour. The ivy growing on the wall is doing a 
very good job so well done to whoever planted them.  A beech hedge would provide seasonal colour if planted 
against the fence at the boundary with the community centre.  We advise that the old tyres be removed and 
returned to a garage for recycling.  A bed of flowering perennial plants planted near the front of the open space 
would add enhancement to this area.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice – the most successful ones are hidden by the plants. It is better to have fewer 
well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted 
containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

The planting on the open space opposite the church is too rigid.  This space has a few nice birch trees grouped 
together.  Then there  are two square shaped beds made with timber, placed near each other and planted with 
flowers.  The shapes of these beds do not relate to the space.  It would be much nicer if the name stone was moved 
towards the front corner of this space and an area behind the stone planted with a combination of shrubs and 
perennial flowering pollinator friendly plants.  The planting could follow the curve and then it would look much better.  
There is no need for the planting bed to have timber sides – it would look much more natural if the edge was just 
grass.

25

59

19

36

32

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

278

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

36

34

37

25

19

57

35

32

275

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 278

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/06/2022

 



against the fence at the boundary with the community centre.  We advise that the old tyres be removed and 
returned to a garage for recycling.  A bed of flowering perennial plants planted near the front of the open space 
would add enhancement to this area.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice – the most successful ones are hidden by the plants. It is better to have fewer 
well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted 
containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

The planting on the open space opposite the church is too rigid.  This space has a few nice birch trees grouped 
together.  Then there  are two square shaped beds made with timber, placed near each other and planted with 
flowers.  The shapes of these beds do not relate to the space.  It would be much nicer if the name stone was moved 
towards the front corner of this space and an area behind the stone planted with a combination of shrubs and 
perennial flowering pollinator friendly plants.  The planting could follow the curve and then it would look much better.  
There is no need for the planting bed to have timber sides – it would look much more natural if the edge was just 
grass.

Your activities under this criterion  comprise four water butts for collecting rainwater to use on flower beds and plant 
containers.  You completed a frog survey, there is a bee hotel and also bird and bat nesting boxes and you have 
planted pollinator friendly plants.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Your team meets twice weekly to pick litter and do general cleaning of weeds, grass cutting and edging of green 
areas as well as trees and shrubs – well done.

All bulbs in the community centre have LED lighting and timers are placed on radiators and you recycle cans and 
bottles.  Old flower pots and containers are reused and some planters were made with recycled wood. The 
allotments at the community centre are used for growing vegetables and herbs.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Essentially, the entire area, except for some commercial premises, the school, church and community centre is a 
residential area maintained by the Council with the assistance of your volunteers.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



It is difficult to assess approach roads because you are part of Limerick city and one part looks very much like the 
other.  The busiest route appears to the Ennis Road and it looked very well.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for submitting your application for the competition.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


