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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
You have 10 members on your committee and another 20 volunteers who assist when needed.  You also have a 
TUS worker who spends about 13 hours per week doing general maintenance in the community. Because of Covid, 
your meetings are held to coincide with volunteer work, and you also keep in contact by telephone and you work 
well with the many groups in your community.  You are well supported by Limerick County Council and several other 
public bodies and private businesses in the area.  For communications, you use the weekly parish community 
newsletter which is online and you also use Facebook, as well as church announcements and of course word of 
mouth.  There are good links with Caherconlish N.S. which recently were awarded the 9th Green Flag for Marine 
Life. You support the green school’s project. Some members of the local youth club are involved in The East 
Limerick Climate youth action group. You liaised with them on projects that they undertake in the area, such as river 
walks and water testing. The group are advised by Albert Nolan wildlife expert in the Limerick region.  You have 
participated in consultations associated with community planning.  Your specific project for this year are two 
(lengthy) documents which are attached with your application – well done on those.  They mut have taken some 
time to prepare, but it is important that the community takes ownership of them by constantly reviewing the material.  
You have entered the competition for 6 years and participate in seminars run by the Council and have also received 
advice from Abbeyleix and Blackrock.  Many thanks for your map of Caherconlish, but may we suggest that it would 
be easier to read in landscape format on an A4 page as the text would be larger. Also, since the numbers are not in 
a sequence, it takes us more time to identify projects.  We also found that the configuration of the roads in and 
around Caherconlish do not correspond with what we saw on Google.  Perhaps it would be better to do a tracing 
from the Google site – at least that would be accurate. It would also help if you put a North point on the map or draw 
it with North at the top of the page which is the convention. We suggest you show the map next year to someone 
who is not familiar with Caherconlish and then you will understand our problem.  Finally, please place a legend on 
the same page as the map to save time in checking over and back through documents. Thank you for including 
some photographs with your application.  The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and 
is available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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The Caherconlish-Caherline Parish Church was re-purposed from a cinema.  That is a first for this adjudicator. 
Sometimes it is the other way around. The large car park in front of the church could be improved with some 
landscape treatment such as trees and shrubs and some flowers. You have done a great deal of power washing 
and painting on the church and the parochial house, and you maintain the public areas in your village – well done. 
Being able to report that you do not have any derelict buildings is also a first for this adjudicator as most towns and 
villages in the country have some unoccupied buildings which quickly become derelict.  Your experience is great to 
report.  Thanks for the good news stories about various buildings and sites in Caherconlish. It is also good news to 
learn of the pathway improvements and that all are wheelchair accessible.  As your community grows, no doubt 
there will be issues of parking and traffic that will become important.  Miss O’Dea’s School House is part of a lovely 
terraced two-storey random rubble stone construction with brick around the door and windows. The house beside it 
of similar design had floral displays in window boxes.
You mentioned realignment works Lynch’s Cross, but it is not identified on the map nor on Google and we were 
unable to read the numbers on the map.  We are pleased that the road improvement works were a success.  We 
have noted the other improvements such as new footpaths which have made your village much safer for 
pedestrians.  We admired the murals on a building near the Square and elsewhere in the town.
The large car park in front of Fr Hayes Memorial Park needs significant planting  of trees, shrubs, hedging and 
climbing plants to reduce the strong hard surface impact in this very rural landscape.  This would best be done by a 
landscape designer to ensure that the planting does not impede its function of car parking but will enhance the area 
overall.  The primary school is very colourful but lacks some greenery – could space be found in the grounds for a 
tree on each side of the building.
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landscape treatment such as trees and shrubs and some flowers. You have done a great deal of power washing 
and painting on the church and the parochial house, and you maintain the public areas in your village – well done. 
Being able to report that you do not have any derelict buildings is also a first for this adjudicator as most towns and 
villages in the country have some unoccupied buildings which quickly become derelict.  Your experience is great to 
report.  Thanks for the good news stories about various buildings and sites in Caherconlish. It is also good news to 
learn of the pathway improvements and that all are wheelchair accessible.  As your community grows, no doubt 
there will be issues of parking and traffic that will become important.  Miss O’Dea’s School House is part of a lovely 
terraced two-storey random rubble stone construction with brick around the door and windows. The house beside it 
of similar design had floral displays in window boxes.
You mentioned realignment works Lynch’s Cross, but it is not identified on the map nor on Google and we were 
unable to read the numbers on the map.  We are pleased that the road improvement works were a success.  We 
have noted the other improvements such as new footpaths which have made your village much safer for 
pedestrians.  We admired the murals on a building near the Square and elsewhere in the town.
The large car park in front of Fr Hayes Memorial Park needs significant planting  of trees, shrubs, hedging and 
climbing plants to reduce the strong hard surface impact in this very rural landscape.  This would best be done by a 
landscape designer to ensure that the planting does not impede its function of car parking but will enhance the area 
overall.  The primary school is very colourful but lacks some greenery – could space be found in the grounds for a 
tree on each side of the building.

You undertake maintenance (planting, weeding and grass maintenance) of all green spaces in the village in 
conjunction with Limerick City and County Council. Thank you for the information on planned improvement works at 
the tennis club, the soccer club, the extension to the cemetery and the primary school. The central square is a nice 
open space in a prominent location in the town.  The statue of Christ on a plinth is the focal point and the low wall 
built with stone is a good idea to allow a better view of the green.  The horse chestnut tree to one side of the green 
looks well and seems to have escaped the diseases that other trees of this species have been infected with in 
recent years Have you considered adding some seats to this space and perhaps another tree or two on the other 
side of the green.  We visited the cemetery on Main Street with the IRA monument in a recess in the front wall.  The 
wall and monument is well done and the cemetery itself is well-maintained.  We were pleased not to see evidence of 
weedkiller being sprayed around the headstones or the boundary wall. The cemetery at the rear of the church was 
clean and tidy – they look much nicer without grave surrounds. For more information on projects and guidelines for 
this criterion, please consult the revised handbook at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

Well done on the comprehensive Biodiversity Plan 2021-2025 which will inform your projects for the next few years.  
Launching it is a very good idea and take that opportunity to have a presentation made to those in attendance about 
aspects of the plan to which they can contribute.  You have identified 8 areas in the village for biodiversity 
interventions and awareness promotion. You have changed the mowing regime to support pollinating insects – the 
‘Don’t mow let it grow’ policy and used signs to explain the plan – well done.  Members of the local youth club are 
involved in the East Limerick Climate action group. You will support some of them in becoming citizen scientists with 
the Rivers and Communities. The primary school has a Green Schools Committee that focuses on biodiversity and 
other themes, and they have a publication which includes environmental issues.  They also had an art competition 
in 2021 to raise awareness of the importance of keeping the oceans free of litter and pollution. The birds and wildlife 
of the area are being monitored by volunteers and you planted bee friendly plants and a wildflower garden
For information on suitable projects under this heading, follow this link.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

The Millennium Centre is being upgraded and when completed, there will be information for next year’s application 
on energy savings and carbon emissions, when the 100kW Solar PV generator panels are back in place.  You also 
have a 500L special solar powered hot water tank – well done.  The building also has LED lights.  You have also 
installed a Heat Pumped Air Curtain at the main entrance which adds more efficiencies, and an air conditioning 
system keeps the temperature in the kitchen at 20 degrees C. which reduces pressure on the refrigeration units 
resulting in less use of electricity overall.  The cavities in the walls have been pumped with insulation material to 
reduce heat loss in the winter.  Well done on all of these initiatives associated with the Millennium Centre.  In the 
primary school single glazed windows are now double glazed and the attic is insulated. The lights are LED and 
sensors are used to reduce the time when lights are used.  Heating systems were upgraded, and a new boiler 
installed. In regard to mobility, safe routes to schools means fewer children come in cars and for those on bicycles 
and scooters, a shelter is being provided.  Fruit and vegetables are also grown. Residents have a 3 bin waste 
collection system. In regard to water conservation, water butts are installed in the church grounds saving approx. 
2,000 litres of drinking water per year/

For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



The annual TLC Good Friday event was well supported by everyone in Caherconlish including the schools and you 
have entered the Limerick Going for Gold competition.  Litter patrols are a daily occurrence, and you are expecting 
more litter bins from the Council.  We found Caherconlish clean and tidy.

You are engaging more with residents in housing estates, some of whom such as Cois Rioga are very good at 
taking good care of their estate. Ceol na hAbhainn estte of detached houses looks very well, especially the 
established trees and we were pleased to see some trees in private gardens.  Cois Rioga estate has a nice open 
space which has some unusual trees including a Chusan palm tree. In Oakley Lawn estate there are several 
different house types some with red brick. The established trees her look great and there are several open spaces.

You are engaging more with residents in housing estates, some of whom such as Cois Rioga are very good at 
taking good care of their estate. Ceol na hAbhainn estte of detached houses looks very well, especially the 
established trees and we were pleased to see some trees in private gardens.  Cois Rioga estate has a nice open 
space which has some unusual trees including a Chusan palm tree. In Oakley Lawn estate there are several 
different house types some with red brick. The established trees her look great and there are several open spaces.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Because of your effort over the years, many improvements have taken place in Caherconlish.  Keep up the good 
work and we hope that some of our comments in this report will provide guidance for future projects.   We look 
forward to receiving your application in 2023.


