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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
For a small community, you have a large committee with 22 members and then a further 25 volunteers.  You made 
good use of online technology for your meetings since November 2020 and are now back to physically meeting with 
each other.  Well done on greeting new residents and encouraging them to join in your work.  The list of people, 
business, clubs and agencies which support you is very impressive, and we note you usually use social media for 
communications.  It is great that you have a Junior Tidy Towns team and are working with the schools – having six 
second level students on your committee is quite an achievement.
We have noted your special project and we hope the five new houses are built quickly on what was the derelict site.  
You are a participant in the competition since 1986 and we note your positive response to constructive criticism in 
previous adjudicator reports.  Well done for reaching out to neighbouring Tidy Towns committees – it is very 
worthwhile.  You might also consider visiting previous overall winners as those committees are usually very 
welcoming and proud to show what they have achieved.
Thank you for the map of your area which is well done, everything marked with numbers and a legend on the side 
and compass points.  For consistency with other maps, we suggest that the north point be the top of the map, rather 
than the south as you have drawn it. We entered from Dromcollogher and initially we couldn’t understand the map 
because the school is around the corner, not as shown on the map.  For that reason, perhaps you would consider 
obtaining a base map from the County Council as it would have the roads in the actual arrangement as they are on 
site.  If you have the correct base map, you can then use it every year by tracing over it and marking the places you 
want us to see.  Your application is well presented.
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The school is a large building which is well painted.  We noted several plant containers against the wall on the 
footpath.  These take considerable time to maintain, and we wonder if trees, shrubs or a hedge could be planted 
behind the wall.  That would make a better long term impact.
We parked in the car park beside    the O’Brudair monument – a fine piece of sculpture to a poet of the 17th 
century.  The car park is well done and will serve many purposes. It was a useful site to be gifted to the community. 
The church is well framed with trees and shrubs and a front boundary cut stone wall and railings – with plant 
containers on each side of the gates. The Community Centre is another important building in Broadford.  It is great 
to see the old school having a new use and we note that more improvements are planned for 2023.
The Credit Union building is well presented, and we liked the tree growing to one side. We noted the local shop 
(Daybreak) and it is well used.  We sympathise with you regarding the windows.  Unfortunately, many such shops 
are opting to display large posters in the windows which are out of scale with the building. It would be nice if the 
window of this shop allowed a view into the shop for customers to see what is being sold there. Good luck on your 
efforts to improve the site on Tullylease Road where some houses were left unfinished and also for your actions on 
other sites mentioned in your application.  We were pleasantly surprised to see the Carnegie Library – not many 
communities can claim to have such a building.  We note your attempts to have overhead cables laid underground 
to improve the appearance of the village.  Usually, such works are done in association with other road improvement 
works, including footpaths.  We suggest therefore that rather than asking agencies to place cables underground, 
request that the proposal be incorporated into proposed improvement works.  That way it is more economical and 
more likely to happen. Sexton’s Funeral Directors building looked well and has some shrubs planted on both sides 
of the entrance and we also admired the landscaping at Broadford Day Care Centre.  We noted the sculptural items 
here and there as we visited Broadford.
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(Daybreak) and it is well used.  We sympathise with you regarding the windows.  Unfortunately, many such shops 
are opting to display large posters in the windows which are out of scale with the building. It would be nice if the 
window of this shop allowed a view into the shop for customers to see what is being sold there. Good luck on your 
efforts to improve the site on Tullylease Road where some houses were left unfinished and also for your actions on 
other sites mentioned in your application.  We were pleasantly surprised to see the Carnegie Library – not many 
communities can claim to have such a building.  We note your attempts to have overhead cables laid underground 
to improve the appearance of the village.  Usually, such works are done in association with other road improvement 
works, including footpaths.  We suggest therefore that rather than asking agencies to place cables underground, 
request that the proposal be incorporated into proposed improvement works.  That way it is more economical and 
more likely to happen. Sexton’s Funeral Directors building looked well and has some shrubs planted on both sides 
of the entrance and we also admired the landscaping at Broadford Day Care Centre.  We noted the sculptural items 
here and there as we visited Broadford.

Broadford is one of few villages to have street trees growing in the footpath.  We wonder how this happened.  If it 
were being considered today, it would not happen because the trees are too close to the buildings and there is very 
little space for root growth.  Now that you have trees, we suggest that you seek advice from an arborist to have 
them pruned in a way that does not cause the branches to spread and instead maintains them with a narrow crown.  
You are fortunate to have CE scheme participants to help with maintenance of the cemeteries.
The Millennium Garden is your contribution to the Gathering of 2013.  It is a great list of people’s names who lived in 
the area and is well done.  The planting of hostas and lupins here looked very well. The ramp and steps facilitate 
access for people with different abilities. We also admired the grotto which is in a prominent location within the 
community and is landscaped with Hydrangeas, Lilies and Astilbes as well as other plants.  Well done to some 
residents for their hanging baskets and window boxes with floral displays. 
The modern playground  on the R579 is a great facility for your community which is no doubt appreciated by local 
children.

We look forward to learning more about the air monitoring station which is to be installed in the village. You have 
sown native wildflower seed in raised beds and we admired some of these during our visit. You are members of 
Birdwatch Ireland and report bird movements in the area and monitor bird boxes.  It is great to learn of the success 
of the Broadford Ashford Walking Trails.

We visited the wildlife arboretum and were pleasantly surprised at the extent of good quality signage there as well 
as seating, fencing, steps, all of which looked great.  It is a lovely facility, and will no doubt be well used by children 
as well as adults as they learn about wildlife.  We noted the names of trees on little plaques attached to stakes.  
That is fine, but we also saw one that was screwed with four screws to the stem of a tree – wild cherry (Prunus 
avium) – that is not a good idea and already the screws are sinking into the stem as it increases in width. So, we 
suggest that a stake with the plaque be used here as soon as possible.  One problem we noted was that of access 
because the new road for the adjacent housing development is now higher than the entrance.  However, you are no 
doubt aware of that problem and will be discussing how to resolve the issue with the developer.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and are promoting an awareness of its many traits.  
Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching 
and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Habitats of value include specimen trees, 
hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be found there and 
recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather and can 
involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or 
bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  Further information on this criterion is available on 
the revised handbook available at https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You work with the County Environmental Officer on climate change, water, waste and materials. You arrange  
collection in the village of waste materials, household hazardous waste (paint. cleaning products, batteries etc) and 
transporting to recycling unit in Newcastle West.  You are using less plant containers and planting pollinator friendly 
plants and watering them with harvested rainfall.  All of these are good and appropriate actions. In transport matter, 
the local link rural transport buses service access to neighbouring towns. You are focusing on food waste by 
distributing leaflets to households. Well done to the school for achieving a Waste Prevention Green Flag
You are aware that this category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, 
unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we 
need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. 
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?  Perhaps that 
could be a follow up survey after your leaflet distribution.

Other waste minimisation projects might include working with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people 
to re-use shopping bags, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In 
response to an overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and 
therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will 
highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your 
marks will increase.
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/  Further information on this criterion is available in the revised handbook 
available at 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Activities mentioned under this heading include the Team Limerick Clean-up and we note that fewer bags were 
collected this year compare with previous years.  You also had the Junior Towns Team initiative.  Litter bins are 
managed by the CE scheme workers.  In regard to dog fouling, perhaps you would consider having notices stamped 
on the footpaths as is done in other towns.  It is a tidier approach compared with posters. We saw a poster on a pole 
for an event last May. Anti-litter signs were displayed near the welcome signs on the approaches.

therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will 
highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your 
marks will increase.
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/  Further information on this criterion is available in the revised handbook 
available at 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

You have good communications with all residents in the community and have a best Village Garden competition 
which will resume this year.
In Lios Dara estate we admired the yellow roses growing in a linear bed as well as two trees growing behind the 
roses.  Many private houses in and around the village are in good condition and people living there take good care 
of their gardens.

We note that you are in contact with Limerick County Council to have the road from the Enterprise Centre to the 
playground resurfaced. Opposite the school we admired a lovely stone wall boundary and a similar wall on the 
Abbeyfeale Road caught our attention.  Further on we saw a blue seat with plant containers with floral displays on 
each side of the seat.  We suggest that the concrete wall in this area could be softened by planting climbing plants 
such as ivy in little planting pits made at the base of the wall.  The welcome signs looked well although we advise 
that the best place for seasonal flowers is in the centre of the village, not on the approaches which is very much a 
rural scene.  The same comment applies to plant containers – there is no need for them on approach roads.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are taking great care of your lovely village.  We wish you well in all your plans and achievements and look 
forward to receiving your application in 2023.


