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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Your committee of 9 members have another 9 volunteers who help as needed.
You are just getting back to having meetings following the pandemic and we note the Council had a meeting in the 
Carnegie Library. You have  TUS worker who will do caretaker at the library and also keep the village tidy. Well 
done for being featured on RTE Nationwide last year for your work on renovating the library and converting it to a 
community centre – after a 20 year period of dereliction.  It is great that the building is now much used.  You are well 
supported by a long list of private companies, clubs and of course Limerick City and County Council. We enjoyed 
reading about Ballysteen in the leaflet ‘Summer Magic in Ballysteen’ – is the former home of Burl Ives far from the 
village? Many thanks for the information on Beagh Castle and Ballysteen Quay.  You have a very good system of 
communication with the community and other groups using Facebook, WhatsApp and the notice board in the 
Carnegie building. By your efforts Ballysteen and Beagh Castle will be much better known. It is a great idea to have 
transition year students work with you for community hours for the Gaisce programme.  There is a great future 
ahead when young people are involved in working with your committee.  It is clear that you are a very active group 
which works well with the entire community. Your special project for this year is the completion of works at the 
Carnegie building and thank you for outlining those details.  We are pleased that you view participation in the 
competition in a positive way and inspiration for encouraging better community support.  Thank you for a well-written 
application (although a little lengthy) and for including good quality before and after photos – they a huge difference. 
Many thanks for your well-drawn map of the area which was very easy to follow.  The handbook with guidelines for 
all the criteria was revised last year and is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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In this section you have detailed the recent work done at the Carnegie Library, including drainage work on the road 
outside and resurfacing. You have also shown us pictures of the new post box beside the very nice information sign.  
It is a wonderful success story and we note there is another interesting stone and brick one-storey building at Beagh 
Cross that seems it could be your next project – is it the old Beagh school house? The before and after pictures of 
the cottages at Beagh Castle were most impressive and the new coffee shop added this year is very well done.  
When we visited there, we saw a lot of work happening in the erection of a large marquee for a wedding reception.  
Your efforts on having the Council pay attention to renewing signage is working – sometimes making signs takes 
time, so hopefully, the other signs will be in place by next year. We visited Ballysteen Pier and admired the work 
done there – especially the limestone bollards which are nicely finished.  We also admired the attractive and 
informative bilingual sign with information on the history of the Shannon Estuary and the Vikings. St Patrick’s church 
is a fine stone building set a distance away from the road with a large, grassed area in-between.  The interesting 
range of shrubs planted at the side of the church provides some seasonal colour.  Established trees peeping out at 
both sides help to frame the building. The low stone wall boundary alongside the road also looks well. There is quite 
a contract between this view and that of the adjacent site, the school where a large tarmacadamed play area fronts 
the school building.  It is a pity that this yard was not placed behind the building – perhaps there was insufficient 
land at the rear.  We can see that the school building was placed in line with the church and that is probably why the 
school yard is in front.  No doubt it is a very active space as evidenced by the protective cushioning placed around 
the flag poles.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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time, so hopefully, the other signs will be in place by next year. We visited Ballysteen Pier and admired the work 
done there – especially the limestone bollards which are nicely finished.  We also admired the attractive and 
informative bilingual sign with information on the history of the Shannon Estuary and the Vikings. St Patrick’s church 
is a fine stone building set a distance away from the road with a large, grassed area in-between.  The interesting 
range of shrubs planted at the side of the church provides some seasonal colour.  Established trees peeping out at 
both sides help to frame the building. The low stone wall boundary alongside the road also looks well. There is quite 
a contract between this view and that of the adjacent site, the school where a large tarmacadamed play area fronts 
the school building.  It is a pity that this yard was not placed behind the building – perhaps there was insufficient 
land at the rear.  We can see that the school building was placed in line with the church and that is probably why the 
school yard is in front.  No doubt it is a very active space as evidenced by the protective cushioning placed around 
the flag poles.

The cemetery is enclosed by an old stone wall which is in good condition.  A few weeds at the base need attention 
before they undermine the stones. As is often the case, the ruins of the old church are a focal point in the cemetery 
and there is very little ivy growth except for one wall. The graves are generally well-maintained, and some plots do 
not have a grave surround – which makes the cemetery less cluttered and more attractive. We were pleased to see 
no evidence of spraying around the walls or headstones. We prefer that old tyres are not used for plant containers – 
they are best sent for recycling. Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the 
ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted 
containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  The best plant containers are those which 
are hidden by plants.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.  If 
considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral displays 
is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.  More information on this criterion is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
Thanks for the information on the success of planting Douglas meadowfoam, otherwise known as the poached egg 
plant (Limnanthes douglasii).  You have also informed us about the landscape treatment at the back of the Carnegie 
Library and the additional spaces for parking cars there and the planting for biodiversity as well as the rockery at the 
graveyard. You have someone recording bird species in the area for the Irish Wildlife Survey

We admired the splendid wildflowers growing on the bank between the road to the cemetery and the Carnegie 
Library.  Well done to the managers of the Sportsfield for using a robot mower which firstly cuts the grass frequently 
and avoid the need for collecting grass clippings.  They have also encouraged the development of wildflowers by 
excluding the margins around the pitch from the robot mower.  Perhaps they would continue with another project, 
the greening of the concrete block wall on the road boundary - it looks out of place in your rural community.  Our 
suggestion is to plant climbing plants such as ivy about 2 metres apart at the base of the wall and in a few years’ 
time, the wall will turn green. They could also face the concrete wall with stone to blend in with other walls in 
Ballysteen, but that would be much more expensive.  A local farmer has invested in bee-keeping with home-made 
hives that enjoy the wildflowers near the shore.  You also have a very successful wildlife area behind the Carnegie 
Library.  For more ideas on projects for this criterion, please consult the revised handbook at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

The scrap metal collection appears to have been a great success both in raising some funds and helping to keep 
the places tidier.  The organisation associated with the clean-ups is amazing – well done on such a great community 
effort.  It is very encouraging that people living near the flower beds have agreed to help with their maintenance, 
including watering.  We note that some people pick litter as part of their daily walk.  Be careful about posters 
promoting Bingo and other events – we saw three of them together at one location.  There is a difficult spot beside 
the post box where two wooden poles make the place untidy.  The wooden barrels are an attempt to improve the 
view, but the plants are too small to make a difference. It is a difficult problem to solve without moving the pole, 
which we assume the company would be unwilling to do. Well done on keeping everywhere so clean and tidy.

The interactive kids fairy garden at the school must have been fun to build and you used a range of materials from 
various sources.  No doubt it is enjoyed by the children.  The self-watering plant containers are a great idea – do 
you have a wick in the water to transfer it to the container, or do roots do that for you?  You also have buckets sitting 
on the ground at the back of the church and when they fill up with rainwater, you use them for the flowers.  Have 
you thought of connecting a downpipe from the Carnegie Library and /or the church to a barrel/s that would collect 
much more rainwater.  In years past, practically all houses in the country had such barrels attached to their houses.  
There are containers in place for collecting clothes and other materials for sending to charity shops.  Collection of 
old batteries and other recyclables is done at Askeaton.  Water conservation is practiced in the school by placing 
hippo bags in the cisterns – is this also done in private houses?  Begonia corms are reused each year and 
composting is practiced. Sensors are fitted to lights in the toilet at the back of the Carnegie Library.  You have many 
initiatives, but should you be interested in more ideas, please consult the following links. For more helpful tips and 
case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



which we assume the company would be unwilling to do. Well done on keeping everywhere so clean and tidy.

The items listed under this heading are more to do with other criteria.  In this section, please tell us about how 
people take care of their homes and gardens. We noted that many have nice houses, and the gardens are planted 
with trees, shrubs, hedges and/or flowers. We also note that there is scope in some gardens to plant against bare 
concrete walls.  There is a tendency for private residents to use too much weedkiller outside their boundary walls 
and that looks unsightly and is a practice that is losing favour for environmental reasons.

With the survey on signposts, you have shown an awareness of the importance of the approach to Ballysteen.  We 
liked the way the statutory sign is marked with a small circular stone wall and a few flowers.  There is an opportunity 
to soften the concrete wall by adding climbing plants at the base.  Ivy will work, but you may like to try others such 
as Cotoneaster or Pyracantha, both of which are evergreen and will have white flowers followed by red berries (and 
other colours for Pyracantha) in autumn.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballysteen is quite a surprise.  You have a lovely village environment and a very active community who want to have 
it looking its best. We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


