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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
You have a committee of 3 members with another 10 volunteers and you hold four meetings per year.  The 
agencies that support you include Limerick Co. Co. and several other clubs.  You contribute to the Community 
Council Newsletter, have local notices in the newspaper and you also use WhatsApp for communications within the 
community.  You work with the school and help clean their playground.  The Oisin sculpture on the Keale riverwalk 
is your special project for this year.  Well done for being a participant in the competition for 21 years.  Many thanks 
for your hand drawn map which we thought we were able to follow without any difficulty until we realised there were 
different levels of numbers which caused us much confusion.  Added to that was the lack of names on buildings, 
such as the Coolfree Kids which we read are in the Community Centre.  We never found it during our visit but later, 
when writing the report, we found it with the help of Google – but still no sign at the gates.  Please prepare a simpler 
plan for next year which will label the landmarks and leave the numbers for projects only. We advise the preparation 
of a multi-year plan to help guide your priorities for projects and to help raise finance.
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Around the village pump, you have maintained the area and have now planted pollinator friendly plants. The church 
and the grounds are well-maintained
An old well of about 250 years was uncovered by you and the aim now is to highlight it as a historical feature.  We 
saw several derelict buildings and note you are working to retain Moynihans building which was once a grocery 
store.  We assume the family are gone – are there any ownership issues?  The Village Inn pub has been running as 
a business for 7 generations by the Mee family – the exterior is well preserved. We note you also strim around the 
old wall at the lodge for Castle Oliver which we noted a little distance outside the village.  It is a lovely structure, and 
we liked the sign in front of the lodge with information on its former purpose for the Oliver Gascoigne family who 
were the landlords for some centuries.  It is amazing in these times that you have 5 unoccupied houses in the 
village.  It is a pity that the owner of the large house is not willing to allow you to improve it – perhaps he is afraid of 
losing ownership.  Hopefully, the situation will improve in the years to come. We walked a little bit of the Keale 
riverwalk from beside the ‘Old Forge’.  The information panel is very good and includes details of the historical trail. 
There are several references to the Long Delay Cottage, but it is not marked on the map, so we are not sure of its 
location.
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We admired the planting opposite the old forge.  It is nicely maintained and is clean and tidy.  We also enjoyed 
reading some history of the area and to our surprise learned that the famous Lola Montez was from Castle Oliver. It 
is great that 
Crocuses, native bluebells and Camassias were in flower there in spring. We did see a large building with the gable 
facing the road with playground equipment in the garden and assume that this is your playschool. Well done on 
planting pollinator friendly plants in various schemes. There are 4 plant containers in the village and 4 in the church 
grounds.

Activities under this heading include planting pollinator friendly plants, reducing mowing of grassed areas and 
non-use of herbicides. The river walk is a very pleasant amenity for studying nature and biodiversity and for linking 
with the old Famine relief walk. You installed barn owl nesting boxes. Some local armers are participating in a 
European Innovation Partnership that supports farmers to enhance biodiversity and habitats across 
Glenroe-Ballyorgan parish and you are supporting them. The project uses an innovative mapping technology for 
mapping the habitats and also engages with the wider community to promote awareness and  understanding of the 
importance of protecting biodiversity. You are well advanced in appreciating your local wildlife resources, but you 
may be interested in reading the revised handbook on this criterion for more ideas.  It is available at the following 
link.  https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You have listed the various activities undertaken by your team to maintain Ballyorgan clean and tidy. They include 
collecting litter on a regular basis, cleaning signage, weeding footpaths and gutters, manually removing weeds and 
keeping an eye out for people dumping and using WhatsApp to inform residents of dumping and what they can do 
to prevent it. Well done on all of these.

The recycling banks are in use, but we wonder if a less conspicuous location could be found because visually, they 
do not add any enhancement where they are sitting on the concrete footpath – where they restrict the space for 
pedestrians. It is great you have stopped using herbicides or pesticides and you plan to commit to eliminating use of 
single use plastics. Residents are encouraged to save water and there is a water-butt for the plants in the village. 
Use of the Local Link service which services the village is encouraged and you save on paper by using WhatsApp. 
Well done on building the Oisin sculpture along the Keale riverwalk – it looks great, and you used such a variety of 
natural products in its production.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced 
rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation 
in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to 
tackle these?
There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work  These activities 
will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your 
marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Many private homes are in good condition, and several have trees and hedges in their gardens.  We admired the 
garden around the Old Forge building. You have helped Coolfree Kids to keep their play area clean. Well done for 
trying to keep the derelict properties looking better.

Finger post signs near the old Castle Oliver gate lodge are difficult to read. Fox’s furniture enterprise is a prominent 
complex of buildings that looks very well on the approach road.  Many stone walls are fantastic heritage features in 
your village – it would be great to have them preserved for future generations and more such walls built for the 
future.  New footpaths and public lighting being installed this year are making quite a difference in the village 
appearance and safety for pedestrians. We are surprised that you don’t have any Rural Social Scheme workers, to 
help maintain approach roads.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was our first visit to Ballyorgan and we compliment you on the various efforts being made to have it looking its 
best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.



best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


