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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
You have a committee of 6 members, 2 of which are active, and another 2 volunteers also help, and you have 
restructured your group into functional task units.
Limerick City & County Council (LCCC) has provided significant support and you have mentioned several 
individuals. Kilmeedy Development Association operate the local community employment scheme and have 
allocated 2 workers to maintain the public spaces.  You also have a Tús worker through West Limerick Resources. 
Other agencies mentioned provided grants and sponsorship; the Heritage Council, the Dept of Rural and 
Community Development, the JP McManus Charitable Foundation and some others as well.

You work closely with the primary school and have a teacher on our committee acting as a liaison.  The school 
children participated in an event run by Limerick City and County Council to make a 90 second video on “place”. 
The school holds a green flag and there is a strong curriculum on healthy eating, nature, and biodiversity 

You returned to the competition since 2019 after a 20 year break and are satisfied that the community has 
benefitted from the experience. Well done for preparing the 5-year plan.  Many thanks for the map, which was well 
labelled and easy to follow.
The handbook with guidelines for all the criteria was revised last year and is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
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The old cemetery is the focus of your attention, especially conservation works on the very large McCarthy 
Mausoleum.  From the before and after pictures we could see how much work you have done since September 
2020 in removing vegetation and exposing the mausoleum.  Other works done included resurfacing the gravel 
pathway and extending it to the mausoleum entrance, using recycled wooden posts for edging.  Improvements to 
the main roads and footpaths around the village were noted.  You are working with LCCC towards reducing the 
amount of dereliction of unoccupied properties. The natural stone wall in front of the ESB Substation is fine but the 
other side of the building looks untidy with old tree stumps that need to be removed.  Further into the site are the 
GAA grounds which are well developed – the entrance gate needs painting. The concrete stands are functional but 
the concrete wall on the end looks unfinished.  The Circle K station was well-painted, clean and tidy but some 
weeds at the base of brick piers on the adjacent site needed attention.
The Parochial Hall is a fine building, and we were pleased to see four trees growing between it and the street – 
although the specimen near the northern side of the building is much weaker than the others and we wondered why 
– perhaps it needs more water and nutrients. We noted tarmacadam at the base of the trees right up to the stem 
and suggest that this should be removed to allow water to get to the roots and for the tree stems to increase in 
width.  On the opposite side of the street, we were surprised that there is no footpath outside the front boundary wall 
of the national school – surely children would need a footpath here for safety reasons. We admired the red roses 
growing at the front wall of the school. Condron’s building on the street corner looked well and the entrance and 
grounds to the Mustard Seed Restaurant was well landscaped. The Immaculate Heart Catholic church on the hill 
looks very well and we were very impressed with the ornate railing on the limestone plinth wall.  The adjacent 
cemetery is well maintained.
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weeds at the base of brick piers on the adjacent site needed attention.
The Parochial Hall is a fine building, and we were pleased to see four trees growing between it and the street – 
although the specimen near the northern side of the building is much weaker than the others and we wondered why 
– perhaps it needs more water and nutrients. We noted tarmacadam at the base of the trees right up to the stem 
and suggest that this should be removed to allow water to get to the roots and for the tree stems to increase in 
width.  On the opposite side of the street, we were surprised that there is no footpath outside the front boundary wall 
of the national school – surely children would need a footpath here for safety reasons. We admired the red roses 
growing at the front wall of the school. Condron’s building on the street corner looked well and the entrance and 
grounds to the Mustard Seed Restaurant was well landscaped. The Immaculate Heart Catholic church on the hill 
looks very well and we were very impressed with the ornate railing on the limestone plinth wall.  The adjacent 
cemetery is well maintained.

In the Mall area plant containers were renewed with some plants that have sensory values balanced with some for 
seasonal colour.  Work on the Shrine is noted.  You have mentioned the flowerbeds at the Hill Road, church car 
park and surrounding the old library.  We admired the alpine plants growing on the old cemetery wall
Ballingarry Community Park is a wonderful facility for the village.  The park’s name is well-printed in metal on the 
gate and the stone wall boundary is also attractive.  The park itself has lovely groups of trees (birch and other 
species).  The seat under the weeping willow tree was a nice scene. The central pond feature is very attractive, and 
the pathways were in god condition.  This is a very interesting park, but there is a tendency to overspray with 
herbicide.  For example, there is a mucky band all around the paving edge under the seat, which is most likely 
because the grass there was sprayed too much. The playground was fine, and we liked the natural stone wall 
boundary.
Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should 
not in themselves attract any notice. The best containers are those which are hidden by the plants. It is better to 
have fewer well planted containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly 
planted containers are less effective than no plant container at all.
If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including herbaceous perennials for floral 
displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time consuming.  There are 28 pages of 
information and guidelines for this criterion in the revised handbook which is available at the following link. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

Activities listed here include owl nesting boxes in undisclosed locations, the return of otters to the Grianach stream.  
You did a biodiversity study which will guide your projects for the future.  Several large established trees are 
providing useful nesting sites for birds.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

The yew hedge planted at the Shrine will be around for a long, long time.  Composting is done in the park – do you 
know how many residents also compost in their own garden? The move to perennial pollinator friendly plants will 
reduce the amount of time spent on watering plants. Well done for deciding to stop using the Glyphosate (Roundup) 
herbicide.  Hopefully that will influence others in the community to do likewise.  You developed you own system of 
weed control and prefer cardboard or woodchips for mulching instead of woven fabric which also looks untidy when 
exposed. Purchased plants are sourced locally.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced 
rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation 
in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to 
tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work.  These activities will highlight the fact that you 
are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The community participated in the TLC Good Friday Clean-up event, and it was a success.  Committed walkers pick 
litter during their walks and incidents of public littering have been reported to LCCC Environmental section, license 
plates recorded, and information sent to the relevant authority.  You are fortunate to have CE scheme workers who 
manage kerbside weeds – we saw some on the road outside the Doonbeirne estate that need attention.  In regard 
to dog fouling, you can have anti-dog stencils printed on the footpath, by LCCC and that is much tidier than posters. 
An old shed and roof opposite the school needs attention and there are a few other sites that are untidy.

For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

In  Doonbeirne estate, there are nice, detached houses and we admired good specimen trees on the boundary. 
Surprisingly, open spaces within the estate are quite bare and would be greatly improved by tree planting – perhaps 
a plan could be devised for next winter. The entrance has a fine group of trees and shrubs on each side. The 
boundary wall is built with natural stone with a railing surmounted on top of the wall – it looks very well.  The 
concrete screen wall inside the railings is much less attractive – we suggest the planting of climbing plants such as 
ivy at the base to soften its appearance. That is a good idea to engage an arborist or tree surgeon to remove the 
lower branches of some trees, because it is important to cut the branch at a particular point beside the main stem, 
otherwise they can become infected with a disease.  Many people in Ballingarry are taking great care of their homes 
and gardens.

The brown ‘welcome’ sign at the junction with the L6138 is fine.  It is better to allow the natural vegetation around 
the sign at this point rather than plant flowers.  The road surface at this point is new and lining had yet to be done at 
the time of our visit.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on all your efforts to have Ballingarry looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 
2023.


