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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
home place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
Athea has a population of 369 people, and your committee has 13 members with another 15 who volunteer as 
needed.  You have monthly meetings and at more frequent intervals during spring and summer when work is 
happening on the ground. You use social media when needing more volunteers for projects.  The application 
contains an impressive list of agencies, clubs and public bodies which support your work, including Limerick County 
Council. You are an active group and use social media as well as other media for communications.  A committee 
member sits on the Green Flag Committee at Athea National School and a student also sits on your committee 
which means that you all work better together.
You are justifiably very proud of the new footbridge over the River Gale which you have now painted a maroon 
colour, and which was opened on the 18th October 2021. You mentioned that the  bridge is the only privately owned 
footbridge in the country, and we note from the plaque that it was originally built in 2005.  We understand that the 
€58,000 expenditure was just on the painting.
Your committee is operating since 2012 and are pleased with the experience of participating in the competition.  
Many thanks for your map and the legend which we found very useful. We also noted your 5-year plan.  
Your application is very well presented, and we liked the inclusion of pictures.  However, we wish to advise that a 48 
page application is far too much for a community of your size.  You should aim to reduce it by 50% in 2023 and that 
can be achieved by providing much less information on projects – a few sentences are sufficient and will allow us 
more time to visit Athea.  While the pictures are important, they can be a little smaller and fewer in number. The 
page layouts can also be arranged so the pictures are alongside the text and not above or below taking up too much 
space.
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The following projects were listed under this criterion.
The Heritage Mural  by artist Jim Dunn which we greatly admired and others which we saw on other walls.  An 
update on progress with four derelict properties. Refurbishment of the footbridge – already mentioned. Painting of 3 
properties and Con Colbert Hall with which we were very impressed – in particular the low stone wall caught our 
eye.  The before and after pictures were very useful to gauge the extent of work involved.  The Heritage Trail map 
which is very impressive. We noted Markievicz Park and read your comments about opening up access.  In our 
view, the stone wall which looks well, forms only part of the boundary.  The space is accessible from the other sides. 
The wall appears to be designed to form a background for the sculpture and the two seats fit neatly into its structure. 
The saying, ‘If its not broken, don’t fix it’ comes to mind.  This adjudicator would leave well enough alone.  However, 
the area seems a little dark because of the growth of the trees.  We suggest having an arborist examine the trees 
with a view to removing some low branches to allow more light into the open space.  An arborist’s advice is 
important because it is critical to know exactly the point at which to remove branches without causing damage to the 
trees. Good luck with the proposed improvements to the former Woulfe shopfront. The church looks well, and we 
noted a specimen of monkey puzzle in the open space fronting the building.  Take a picture of this tree and see how 
it grows over the coming years.
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The saying, ‘If its not broken, don’t fix it’ comes to mind.  This adjudicator would leave well enough alone.  However, 
the area seems a little dark because of the growth of the trees.  We suggest having an arborist examine the trees 
with a view to removing some low branches to allow more light into the open space.  An arborist’s advice is 
important because it is critical to know exactly the point at which to remove branches without causing damage to the 
trees. Good luck with the proposed improvements to the former Woulfe shopfront. The church looks well, and we 
noted a specimen of monkey puzzle in the open space fronting the building.  Take a picture of this tree and see how 
it grows over the coming years.

Under this heading you have 9 pages of the application but most of them are pictures of the many displays you have 
in Athea. The Athea River Walk is one of your most successful projects and it looks very well.    You have a 
major task on your hands in maintaining the many planted areas in the village and we note your focus on year round 
colour and interest.  In regard to seasonal plants, we suggest that they should be restricted to the town centre and 
not be planted at the 50 kph signs which are in the more rural part of your community. The hanging baskets on 
poles are to a very high standard. There is a concern that you may have too may plant containers and for that 
reason please note they should only be used where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they should not 
in themselves attract any notice – for example old milk churns. It is better to have fewer well planted containers than 
a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less effective than 
no plant container at all. You are fortunate to have CE scheme workers to assist in the maintenance of open spaces 
and to encourage development of wildflowers. It is important that such workers receive training in the care of green 
spaces, including trees, shrubs and perennial plants, although some may have an aptitude for such work.  The 
cemetery is very well-maintained, and it is neat and tidy – except for one plant container which has gone beyond its 
end of life and should be removed. We noted the few upright Irish yew trees in the cemetery.  Can you find space 
for more trees to keep them company. The planting outside the cemetery near the recycling banks is very pleasing. 
In front of The Lab, we saw several trees which were planted into what appears to be circular stone walls.  While 
they look nice, this method is not advisable because if the trees were not planted at the same level as in the 
nursery, their roots will have difficulty in extending to other parts of the site.  Also, it is important to allow rainwater to 
flow into the planting pit and these walls will restrict that.  We suggest that the low circular walls be removed and 
perhaps the stones could be used to build a low kerb wall on the road margin to achieve the same effect.  The trees 
are young so perhaps it will be possible to dig them up next winter and plant them at the proper level.  They are also 
good quality trees and are worthwhile giving them adequate space for root growth by removing any restrictions at 
this stage.

You have an ongoing programme of treating invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam.  
Well done on those initiatives and you are lucky to have a volunteer to work on that project.  We noted the 
information displays on invasive plants at the footbridge. You have learned from a recent survey that the River Gale 
provides a habitat for a large number of species. Where possible, you have adopted a ‘Don’t mow, let it grow’ policy 
for green spaces and the GAA club has designated an area within their grounds for a pollinator friendly 
management approach.  It is too bad that the six trees on private land close to the bridge were cut back fully.  Well 
done on finding a site for planting replacements.  Please choose six specimens of sessile oak (Quercus petraea), 
the national tree. In regard to the planting of heathers on the Glin Road, we advise that you clip them annually after 
flowering.  This will help to keep them compact instead of becoming leggy and overgrown which requires their 
replacement in a few years.

You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the 
plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This 
information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through 
holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

Mentioned under this criterion is working with the national school, in particular with the Green Flag committee on 
developing sustainability projects such as providing a bike and scooter parking bay to encourage more children to 
travel by that means,  instead of going in their parents cars.  Another project is on water conservation and is entitled 
‘Turn that cap off campaign’ which resulted in a reduction of 15% of water consumption in the school.  You have 
plans to use LED lights on the Christmas tree this year.  In the local shop, Collins, plastic bags are no longer 
available and instead, brown paper bags are available.  Local foods are also promoted in a special section in the 
shop. You actively promote the ‘reduce, reuse and repair’ slogans in regard to materials through Facebook and in 
the local press. Windfarms in the region have the capacity to power 50,000 homes through the national grid and 
Airtricity have a community fund which you availed of for energy efficient improvements at Con Colbert Hall which 
has reduced running costs by €250 during the winter – and you are planning the installation of solar panels there as 
well. The village water fountain has reduced the number of plastic bottles being used.  The community orchard had 
a good crop of apples last autumn which were used within the community. We liked the timber fence that screens 
the recycling banks near the cemetery but they could do with being painted.
This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which 
shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Other waste minimisation projects might. In response to an 
overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore 
communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will highlight 
the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will 
increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Projects mentioned under this criterion include    the Team Limerick Clean Up 2022 for the 7th year.  Well 
done on pursuing people who dump domestic refuse at the bottle banks. You have regular litter and weed systems 
in operation every week in the summer and every month in the winter.  You are anxious to have overhead cables 
placed underground and are making representations to Limerick County Council in that regard – it may happen as 
part of a town and village renewal scheme. The new pathway near Con Colbert Hall is comfortable for the elderly 
and tidier.

use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which 
shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Other waste minimisation projects might. In response to an 
overuse of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore 
communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will highlight 
the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will 
increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

We note your efforts to bring derelict houses into use again – well done. It is great that you give recognition to the 
Housing Heroes – people who take good care of their property and maintain them to a high standard.  We noted the 
thatched house on the Abbeyfeale Road – long may it continue.  Well done on having a contact person from each 
residential estate to assist you in your aim to have a resident’s committee in each estate. It is good that you have 
that cooperation.  The next stage is to establish a garden competition to encourage them to improve their gardens 
and also an estate competition for the open spaces.

Well done on the programme for repainting farm gates and getting a sponsor to supply the paint – in maroon colour 
of course. Good luck with that venture.  
The Fáilte go Áth an tSléíbhe Signs are a good way of branding your village so well done on that initiative.  Thanks 
for the information on the Athea giant.  We are glad not to have encountered either the giant or parts of his mother!.  
The Council is busy this year constructing new pathways and repairing others in many villages in County Limerick 
and we are pleased to see that your community has also benefitted. On the new footpath above the cemetery, we 
noted large tubes placed in the concrete and assume they will be used for the installation of public lighting. The 
stone wall there looks well and the hedge is maintained – the planting is interesting.
The series of flags on flagpoles adds a level of excitement and importance to your community and it is good that 
they are placed within a line of planting. The boundary wall here looks very well.  The use of recycled plastic will 
ensure that the fence will not need much maintenance in the future.  We have noted your story about the mobile 
phone mast.  Have you tried discussing alternative sites with the company.  Some of these masts are designed to 
resemble evergreen trees which helps reduce the visual impact. The white boundary walls at the cemetery are very 
pleasing and the sloped open space also looks well – although, it is time to remove the stakes from the young trees 
before they cause damage to the stems. We liked the way that a margin with trees and shrubs is used to help 
screen the car park opposite the school.  Many other places could copy that approach.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Athea is a small village that packs a big punch when it comes to being active in Tidy Towns.  We were very 
impressed with the various initiatives you have undertaken and for that reason, we have increased your marks 
significantly this year. We look forward to your much reduced application in 2023.


