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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
With a population of 1137 people, you have a large committee of 24 members and 3 volunteers.  While Askeaton 
has participated in the competition for 40 years, we note that your committee was reformed this year – so well done 
on taking up the challenge.  You have a good level of support from business and public bodies and we note you 
avail of social media mainly for communications.  Your committee is well represented within other bodies in the 
community, including the schools.
Your main project for this year was clearing and replanting a large flowerbed at the Four Roads, Askeaton.  We 
were not sure of the location and therefore did not find it but got an idea of the work involved from the pictures.  Part 
of the problem is the map which you supplied.  It was hard to read, and the numbers were not in any sequence.   
We suggest that you improve on this map for next year and have someone type in the place names and arrange the 
numbers in a way that they can be easily found.  We had to depend on Google maps to make our way around. What 
was very helpful was the file with pictures taken of the projects during the improvement works.
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On the R518, a large car park for St Mary’s church was clean and tidy with a nice stone wall boundary. Red and 
white bollards were placed to prevent cars from driving from one section to another.  We suggest that trees could 
now be planted in-between the bollards and help to soften the hard surface space. A tiered plant container with 
petunias was placed at the corner of the boundary wall of the church grounds.  The church is a fine building and 
would be greatly enhanced if a few trees were planted in the grounds.  The school looks well and there are 
pre-fabricated units in the grounds. Top of the Town public house is painted a dramatic blue colour and four hanging 
baskets are difficult to see against that background.
On the East Square, we read about the Hellfire Club, but did not understand the years 2240AD to 2263AD. The 
ruins of Askeaton Castle and Askeaton Friary are an indication of the past glories of Askeaton. We note they are 
national monuments under the care of the OPW.
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We couldn’t see Mussel Lane but suspect it is called Abbey  View. Nevertheless, we have pictures taken of the 
planting at the stone wall which is covered with ivy. We walked by the River Deel through the open space with the 
tennis courts that lead to the pool and leisure complex.  It is a lovely part of Askeaton and we admired the mixed 
planting of perennials in the park.  We note from your pictures that we were too late for the clematis.  We also drove 
along the Quay and admired the view across the river on our way to the Friary.  Well done on the clearing work in 
the grounds of St Mary’s church (CoI) – we could see from your pictures, the extent of work involved.  The birch 
trees looked very well.  The various other projects mentioned under this heading are noted and again, the pictures 
were very helpful.
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planting of perennials in the park.  We note from your pictures that we were too late for the clematis.  We also drove 
along the Quay and admired the view across the river on our way to the Friary.  Well done on the clearing work in 
the grounds of St Mary’s church (CoI) – we could see from your pictures, the extent of work involved.  The birch 
trees looked very well.  The various other projects mentioned under this heading are noted and again, the pictures 
were very helpful.

Four projects are detailed in tabular form under this heading and in addition, committee members attend ‘The Deel 
Water Catchment Excellence Program’ which focuses on water quality in Limerick City and County and the Draft 
River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022 – 2027. We note you are also planning the repair of dry-stone walls 
in the town because of their nesting relevance for solitary bees and are planning to sow clover rich mixes on two 
sites in the town. Good luck with your entry for the Bat Conservation Ireland Award.
You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is important to promote an awareness of its many 
traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this 
category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. 
Biodiversity is under threat globally and sadly Ireland is a part of this trend. Habitats of value include specimen 
trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be found there 
and recognise their significance (native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather and can 
involve the schools or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or 
bat walks. Contact the Irish Wildlife Trust for more information.  For further information on this criterion, we suggest 
you consult the revised handbook which is available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You are fortunate to have C.E. scheme workers, along with the Tidy Town team to help keep Askeaton clean and 
tidy and we note they are involved in removing kerbside weeds. They also help to maintain litter bins which are 
monitored regularly by Tidy Town committee members. Twice weekly litter patrols are an effective way of controlling 
litter. There are several untidy areas in Askeaton but these are mainly private properties – you do your best on the 
public areas.

We have noted your plans to connect plant containers to down pipes and avail of rain water to keep them watered.  
You compost green waste and use it to mulch the beds. The ‘stale bed’ technique is noted for preparing ground for 
planting.  You grow some plants from seed and buy others locally and have constructed your own wooden planters. 
All litter is segregated after collection.

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land 
use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move 
quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated.
The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is 
taken for granted). At this level of the contest the adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of 
food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which 
shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Other waste minimisation projects might include working 
with retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, 
encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of 
chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are 
encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  These activities will highlight the fact that you 
are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase. For more 
helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at http://localprevention.
ie/tidy-towns/
For further information under this criterion we recommend that you consult the the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

Thank you for the list of estates where residents take care of the open spaces and kerbside weeds as well as their 
private gardens. At Plunkett Road, we noted two plant containers which were made from old tyres.  They do not look 
well as plant containers and even the plants grown there are insignificant. The best way to recycle tyres is to bring 
them back to the garage from where new tyres were bought.  Deel Manor is a large estate of semi-detached 
houses.  The name stone at the entrance looks a little lonely without some planting behind it – perhaps a golden 
privet could be planted there to form a small hedge. There is a large open space within the estate which would 
benefit from having about a dozen trees such as maples or lime to enhance the area. On this open space, there is a 
plaque in front of a maple tree and two large red plant containers.  More trees would look much better than the plant 
containers.  There is too much herbicide being sprayed around the edge of the open space as evidenced by the 
extent of dead grass. There is scope to plant shrubs or hedges in private gardens to help soften the landscape. 
Further into the estate there are established trees on another smaller open space.  These trees look well but the 
supporting stakes and ties should be removed before they cause damage to the tree stems.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Further into the estate there are established trees on another smaller open space.  These trees look well but the 
supporting stakes and ties should be removed before they cause damage to the tree stems.

At the junction of Chapel Road and the L6171, there is a curved roadside margin which has several poles with signs 
and a group of plant containers.  While grouping the plant containers is a good idea, they would look better grouped 
around the poles.  Better still make a plant bed around the base of the poles – that would be more sustainable.  You 
are paying attention to the approaches of the N69.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is amazing to view the rich heritage of Askeaton.  Your new committee is making a great effort to have the entire 
community looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 2023.


