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Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your commitment to your 
place in these difficult times. Keep up the great work.
With 10 members, you have a strong committee and with the help of 20 volunteers, you are well supported within 
the community. You hold monthly and of course meet more often than that when working on the ground.  You 
participate in the Limerick ‘Going for Gold’ competition having won 3rd place in 2014.  Limerick County Council and 
several other organisations support your efforts.  Facebook is what you use for publicising upcoming events, and 
you also have your own website, and you display notices before clean-up campaigns. Links with schools, include 
University of Limerick Green Campus Committee, local Gaelscoil school garden and the scouting group assists with 
clean-ups.  We are pleased that you have found the experience of participating in the competition for the past seven 
years a good experience. Many thanks for your map indicating the locations of some landmarks.  Please add in the 
street names next time. Thank you for the summary of your multi-year plan – it will help you to develop projects over 
time and to secure funding. The random rubble stone walls on both sides of Walkers Road are well done.
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Under this heading, your projects are about signage, the Christmas tree and we are pleased to note that the 
commercial units in the village are fully occupied.    The Mr Price shopping complex was well-painted, clean and 
tidy.  The established trees growing inside the boundary wall add enhancement. On the opposite side of the road, 
the ‘Gala’ shop was generally looking well but beside it a yellow house looks vacant and there were weeds at the 
base of the wall at both buildings.  The Black Swan pub with its Limerick flags flying caught our eye and beside it the 
Apache take away was in matching red colours. The hard surfaced traffic island in front of the Gala shop is an ideal 
place to plant a tree to add enhancement in that location. The Jackie Power statue is in a very prominent location 
and defines that corner. The plinth could do with cleaning and the area around it  was untidy. Use of the old 
telephone box for the defibrillator is a great idea provided the box is not locked when there is an emergency. The 
riverside building complex is impressive. We liked the mural on the side of the bridge supporting wall, but it is a pity 
the angle is such that it is not so easily seen from a distance. The Post Box which is at the wall outside Mr Price 
appears to be in use, but it needs to be repainted.
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We liked the Equatorial Sundial placed in the little space between both bridges. It is a nice feature and is well done 
and we found it very informative. It is fine on its own without any planting, especially the annual bedding plants 
which are not necessary here this close to the natural environment of the river. The fancy entrance and the red 
picnic bench are inviting.  There is a nice group of trees and shrubs growing on the western side of the river and 
another shrub planting nearby.  There is a plant container on the footpath near here, but the plants are small in 
proportion to the size of the container. Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into 
the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted 
containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less 
effective than no plant container at all. If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including 
herbaceous perennials for floral displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time 
consuming.  We note you have winter colour with primulas, Violas and Crocus – well done. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf
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which are not necessary here this close to the natural environment of the river. The fancy entrance and the red 
picnic bench are inviting.  There is a nice group of trees and shrubs growing on the western side of the river and 
another shrub planting nearby.  There is a plant container on the footpath near here, but the plants are small in 
proportion to the size of the container. Guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into 
the ground is not possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice. It is better to have fewer well planted 
containers than a large number in which the quality of plants is inferior.  Empty or poorly planted containers are less 
effective than no plant container at all. If considering more seasonal flowers the use of permanent planting including 
herbaceous perennials for floral displays is encouraged rather than relying on annuals which are more time 
consuming.  We note you have winter colour with primulas, Violas and Crocus – well done. 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Green-Spaces-and-Landscaping.pdf

It seems you all had an adventure looking for Otter Poo.  Well done on the decision not to use herbicide, even 
though it will make your work more difficult. You have a rich natural area surrounding your community and it is 
important to promote an awareness of its many traits and to map these habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife 
resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more 
important than ‘doing’ at the early stages. Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, 
woodlands and wetlands. Try to list the plants and animals to be found there and recognise their significance 
(native, protected, or alien invasive?). This information can be fun to gather and can involve the schools or other 
interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Irish 
Wildlife Trust for more information.  https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nature-and-Biodiversity-in-your-locality.pdf

You participate in the annual TLC Good Friday Clean-up which it seems has become a great social event.  You also 
have your own regular litter patrols – well done.
Sycamore trees are not native to Ireland but have naturalised here and grow freely from seed which is blown by the 
wind.  That means they will grow and can take over an area, unless the seedlings and young trees are constantly 
removed as they develop.  There are many examples of this happening in the planting in front of Mr Price and in the 
planting along by the river and most serious of all they are growing in the wall of the bridge over the river.  They 
should be removed before their roots cause damage to the joints between the stones. They are mentioned under 
this heading because they make places look untidy. You are on the alert for inappropriate advertising which is 
reported to Limerick Co. Co. Graffiti has not been a problem because you take care of it asap. In regard to dog 
fouling, have you considered having the anti-dog fouling stencils put on footpaths – they are tidier than using 
posters.  We are pleased to learn that the muttmitt stations were successful.

Relevant activities mentioned under this heading include sharing equipment with other groups and you are 
supportive of helping the schools for the WEEE collection drive.  This category is about tackling the growing waste 
mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global 
and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Your town can play its part 
by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated. The emphasis here really needs to be on reducing the 
volume of waste produced rather than recycling (which is taken for granted). At this level of the contest the 
adjudicator wants to see innovation in tackling bigger issues of food waste, plastic disposal and energy use. What 
are homes and businesses doing to tackle these?

There are several other measures that your town can take in regard to sustainability. Contact your waste contractors 
and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this information you can start to think about how waste 
can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after 
avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can 
avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using mulching mowers which shred the clippings and 
facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the 
amount of water used and also the task of watering. Other waste minimisation projects might include working with 
retailers to cut down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging 
the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at work. In response to an overuse of chemicals for weed 
control, many useful products of the past are no longer available and therefore communities are encouraged to use 
other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds.  In some cases, allowing wildflowers to develop is an acceptable 
alternative.  These activities will highlight the fact that you are focussing on this category and when you develop 
more projects in the future your marks will increase. 
For more helpful tips and case studies from other Tidy Towns entrants please take a look at 
http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/
For more information on project ideas for this criterion, we advise consulting the revised handbook which is 
available at the following link. https://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sustainability-Doing-More-with-less.pdf

The Salmon Weir is a large estate comprising apartment blocks and houses which look very well.  We were pleased 
to see some trees in the courtyards there.  Some open spaces in housing estates are much in need of additional 
tree planting.  In looking at Google, we saw that four trees were planted in the corner of the large open space in 
Salmon Weir.  However, in our picture taken this summer, those trees are not there.  We expected to see them with 
12 years of growth and wonder why they were removed. We are pleased that you have 8 active residential groups in 
Annacotty.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Salmon Weir.  However, in our picture taken this summer, those trees are not there.  We expected to see them with 
12 years of growth and wonder why they were removed. We are pleased that you have 8 active residential groups in 
Annacotty.

The statutory sign for Annacotty near the Mulkear River is fine, but the blue container beside it looks like someone 
forgot to take it away.  The area needed sweeping but the few flowers beneath the sign indicated that we had 
arrived.  Branches of the sycamore tree growing beside the sign need to be removed, otherwise, they will conceal 
the sign.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done for your many efforts to have Annacotty looking its best.  We look forward to receiving your application in 
2023.


