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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for providing a map and photographs with your application form. It would be much clearer for the adjudicator if you 
laid out what projects are new and which are maintained so that it is easier to assess your achievements. I note you 
also attached a 5-Year Plan (2019-2023). Perhaps another review of this plan soon would help to guide you with 
some aspects before it expires at the end of 2023. Newtowngore is a small village but there seems to be a fairly 
good community spirit and you prefer to keep things informal, communicating via word of mouth, email or phone, 
which is perfectly fine. However, from time to time an in-person meet-up can really help to re-motivate members and 
gain new volunteers. Great that you are getting support from the RSS and Leitrim Co Co, along with Woodfrod 
Green Residents’ Association and the Church Hall Development Group. It sounds like there is plenty of activity in 
your community hall, with numerous classes and club activities taking place! Delighted to hear that local children are 
encouraged to get involved in Tidy Towns events from a young age. It is unfortunate that the Balcas Timber site is 
still lying unused. It is blocked out by a high gate, but it would be so positive if this site could be taken over by new 
owners and transformed for the better. The wildflower garden has not been a success I see – perhaps at least this 
patch could be rejuvenated?
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There are some interesting historical features and buildings in your little village, e.g. the church hall and St Patrick’s 
Church of Ireland. I did not see any sign at the church hall, so I wasn’t sure what building it was. The Church of 
Ireland is lovely and well maintained. The old stepping stiles in the stonewall into the field along the road are unique 
little features. The main reception area at Lunney’s yard is quite tidy. Gorby’s Pub is well presented with nice flower 
displays and trees. The stone sign for Newtowngore at the corner here is an attractive focal point but may need a 
light clean to show it up more. Richardson’s ‘Nearby’ shop is a busy spot and very well kept. California Girl had 
pretty window boxes displayed. It is a real shame to see the post office gone, plus Gorby’s shops, but it still looks 
neat. The national school looks particularly well and I was happy to see the great play area, raised beds and 
planting.
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The Peace Garden is a pleasant spot with a pretty Dove sculpture. I wasn’t sure what the small building was used 
for behind it as there was no sign and the grass here looked like it hadn’t been touched for some time. I am all for 
long grasses and less mowing, but even a small bit of maintenance here every so often would go a long way. There 
was also quite a bit of litter gathered inside by the steps here. It is true there is not much green space for the public 
to enjoy in the village. The flower meadow field on the Carrigallen Road that you indicated in your application 
seemed ideal, but perhaps there are alternative areas you could consider going forward.
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was also quite a bit of litter gathered inside by the steps here. It is true there is not much green space for the public 
to enjoy in the village. The flower meadow field on the Carrigallen Road that you indicated in your application 
seemed ideal, but perhaps there are alternative areas you could consider going forward.

You do refer to the biodiversity in your area and the various species seen around, however it is not apparent what 
you do to encourage or enhance it. It is positive to hear that the school is active in this area – perhaps the adults 
could be persuaded to join in too! Simple actions such as pollinator friendly planting, ‘low-mow’ areas and 
tree/hedge planting can go a long way to supporting nature in your area. I saw a communal herb pot along the street 
which is a nice touch. There were plenty of House Martins nesting in the village (notably at Beech Court) which was 
lovely to see – perhaps an idea for a survey? The verge along the road by the Church of Ireland was strimmed back 
– keeping a few strips of long grasses and meadow flowers here might benefit pollinators. I note that there is a sign 
for a Wildflower Garden into the old Balcas site. While these areas are meant to be somewhat wild, it was a pity to 
see that it looks quite abandoned and unused. With a little maintenance this could be a wonderful asset to the 
community. I hope something can be worked out here soon. See the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and related 
resources at pollinators.ie for lots of tips and ideas for supporting our bees and biodiversity in general.

I see that you are supported by the local RSS worker with litter picks and that local residents litter pick as they go. 
Your bring bank was in a good location and kept very tidy on my visit. I did note quite a bit of litter at the steps 
behind the Peace Garden, though it was hidden from view. Other than that, the roads and streets were very neat. 
Some of the footpaths in the village would benefit from being powerwashed, e.g. along the footpath at Beech Court. 
Also, some of the signage in the village and entering the village, notably the white Newtowngore signs were a bit 
damaged and dirty and would benefit from cleaning, and perhaps a small bit of colourful planting at their base. This 
can be a nice feature when entering villages and creates a welcome and sense of place. Hopefully you manage to 
get the remaining overhead cables in the village undergrounded soon which would enhance the overall look of the 
streets.

Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and 
recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy 
where possible. I noted that you have a bring bank near the Church Hall which is in a good central location and kept 
very tidy. You mention that local householders compost and dispose of their waste privately. Perhaps communal 
composting or upcycling activities are an option? You also say that your small village is quite congested and could 
worsen. Perhaps there are ways to improve walking/cycling/public transport locally? I would suggest becoming more 
familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals which may help give you some ideas for improving in this category 
in future. See irelandsdg.geohive.ie for more details.

It is a pity that quite a few houses remain vacant, notably at Beech Court in the village centre. With a little 
maintenance in regard to paintwork and repairing some of the front porches, overall presentation could be much 
improved. Hopefully more occupants will continue to move in here soon, which should help. Woodford Green was 
well presented on my visit. You mention it has a management committee, which seems to be paying off. There is an 
old house in the village centre which looks like it has been vacant for some time, which is unfortunate, but not 
uncommon in rural villages. Millview Park is well maintained and the houses look pleasant, with some nice planting 
at the front. You are certainly making an effort to improve what you can and to encourage others to maintain their 
patch too.

As noted previously, the approach street at Beech Court has a few unoccupied houses, which is a pity to see. 
Hopefully these can be occupied again in the near future. I noticed that several of the standalone houses on the way 
in on the Carrigallen Road, etc, here were nicely presented with colourful flower displays. The new pedestrian 
crossing at the school is a good achievement. It is very positive that the former ghost estate houses opposite the 
school have been resurrected, which should breathe new life into the village. The old barn sheds opposite the 
church hall look quite old and tired, though I note you intend to paint them and replace the long barn roof, which will 
be welcome. A particular yard area out towards St Patrick’s Church would benefit from a little tidying up as it looks 
out of place among the other tidy premises. Overall though, I recognise your efforts in this category.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Newtowngore is a small, rural village with some lovely heritage features. While you have been quite badly affected 
by abandonment and dereliction, the situation is improving and will hopefully only continue to get better. You are 
doing quite a bit in terms of general maintenance, though some categories such as Nature & Biodiversity and 
Sustainability could be improved upon. There is a lot of potential here. I wish you well into the future!


