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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Ádh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for your application form, complete with photographs, map, Town Audit and 5-Year Plan (2021-2026). While I 
appreciate your detailed submission, I would ask you to reduce some text in your form going forward to make it 
easier and more efficient for the adjudicator to make their assessment. While Manorhamilton is a relatively big town 
you have quite a small committee and team of volunteers, though as you say this can sometimes work in your 
favour. There is a good spread of people involved with various local groups which can only be a positive. It would be 
a bonus if more representatives from the housing estates could join your committee for a more targeted approach. 
Taking part in initiatives like the National Spring Clean and Tree Week can give a real boost to your committee, 
which you do. I also thought your Tidy Towns window in the town centre was a great idea and highlighted your 
activities, while encouraging more people to join. Lovely to hear that some new Ukrainian residents have offered to 
help plant flowers and paint benches. The mix of modern communication methods like Facebook and more 
traditional ones like the church newsletter and local newspaper notes ensures you reach a wider range of age 
groups. I see you have a support from a range of groups such as the local schools, Girls’ Brigade and Agricultural 
Show committee. You strive to make things better in the town and I recognise this.
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Manorhamilton has been badly afflicted with dereliction, unfortunately, which is of course not the responsibility of the 
Tidy Towns committee. I was surprised to see several buildings in a bad state of repair throughout the town centre, 
notably those that previously held the Green Gate Flower shop and Jak’s Casino. There are also other vacant 
buildings in the centre, e.g along Sean MacDiarmada Street and New Line. It is a real pity that the Public Realms 
Improvement Work project is at a standstill due to legal issues between the Co Co and certain landowners. Some of 
the premises throughout the town are making real efforts with their shopfronts, e.g. the newly opened Lee’s Tavern, 
O’ Mahony’s Bar, Expert Hardware and The Credit Union. The town audit is a great exercise and should give you a 
targeted view of what needs to be done in the short-term regarding painting, mending and tidying. I hope that any 
painting jobs can be resumed once you receive more financial assistance, as even some good paintwork can really 
lift a streetscape. The works proposed by Leitrim Co Co regarding footpaths and street lighting should really 
enhance the streetscape when completed. Delighted to hear you have secured funding for the restoration of the 
playground and developing a Remembrance Garden, a project I noted in your 5-year Plan. The Bee Park Resource 
Centre is a fabulous asset to the town, hosting an array of clubs and events. Its grounds are also well managed. 
The new handball alley looks excellent – well done on getting it completed. I was surprised that Manorhamilton has 
an impressive castle which remains fairly intact! The streetscape around here is well finished and enhances the 
ancient building nicely.
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Some of the information under this category in your application was relevant to the Biodiversity category, and vice 
versa, so I have referred to each project where appropriate and marked accordingly. I was very impressed with how 
you are managing the green area and meadow at Star Fort. The long meadow here with paths mown through it 
contained lots of beautiful meadow flowers including wild Orchids! This is definitely a project to maintain and could 
be used s an example for other towns and villages! The planted raised beds further down also looked lovely and 
grass was mown here for a more traditional, maintained look.  It is wonderful that approx. 150 trees were planted via 
an Aurivo Co-Op initiative in a green area of Ben View Estate – and with the help of local schoolchildren. The 
planted beds near the playground opposite the castle are well landscaped and add a nice focal point to this area. 
The rose bushes donated by a local citizen should certainly enhance the castle plots, along with the new Lavenders. 
Great that Our Lady’s Hospital has landscaped the area around the new car park with new garden furniture and 
shrubs – the area looked lovely on my visit. Continuing to source the town flowers from nearby Loughan House is 
also a positive initiative. The Famine Graveyard was a tranquil and tidy green memorial area. Working with the 
Rossinver Youth Addiction Group on this garden is quite inspiring. I found the public space with benches opposite 
the Maxol Station pleasant too. Well done for your efforts in this category.

As stated in the previous section, fair play on the ‘low-mow’ management of the Star Fort area. It was beautiful 
during my visit which was on a sunny day in July. The wild orchids throughout looked stunning and natural meadow 
flowers in general are brilliant for bees and butterflies, of which I saw several. I note that you had Wild Primrose and 
Bluebells earlier in the year which is great for early pollinators. The tree planting initiative also mentioned above will 
create a valuable ecological corridor in years to come. Native hedging and a Butterfly Garden will be a welcome 
addition to the Remembrance Garden, good luck with this. The new Beech hedge should offer some cover and a 
good landing spot for the birds flying around the town, though do consider mixed native hedge species in future for 
more benefit to biodiversity. The transplanted berry bushes from the Masterson School should also further 
encourage wildlife at the Star Fort area. It is positive that you refer to the new Leitrim County Biodiversity Action 
Plan and are familiar with it. I saw you had erected All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) ‘Managed for Pollinators’ 
signage at Star Fort. For more inspiration under this category, check out the AIPP and related resources at 
pollinators.ie. FIT (Flower-Insect Timed) Counts are also a good idea for monitoring your insect populations – 
please see more at biodiversityireland.ie/surveys/fit-counts/.

I saw little litter around Manorhamilton, apart from a tiny bit in front of the castle and at Market Square. The 
volunteers who carry out daily litter picks on Main Street are to be commended, as well as those doing the Thursday 
clean-ups. I note you participate in the Annual Spring Clean and get local students involved. Your decision not to 
use pesticides for killing off weeds in the town some years back is a good one. The footpaths I saw were generally 
tidy, though I know this takes some manual effort. While excessive weeds can look unsightly, a small bit here and 
there is fine. Have you considered exploring alternative weed control methods such as hot foam spraying? I saw 
that someone had power hosed part of the surface in front of the castle, but this had not been completed. Two old, 
unsightly planters in this area could be replaced. The Fulacht Fiadh Café and Heritage Centre by the castle looked 
closed up – I’m sure they were once lovely but now look a bit untidy. Dog Waste bins are a welcome addition and 
should help with a challenging and hazardous issue. The new solar bins are also welcome and look quite smart in 
the town. I admired the old blue street signs on walls, but some may need a bit of sprucing up, as do a couple of the 
white road signs about. The Bring Bank on the Sligo Road is well maintained. Overall, there were few overhead 
wires in the town, so the overhead streetscape was relatively uncluttered.

You are making a good effort in this category. Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as 
conserving water, minimising waste and practising recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as 
well as saving energy and using renewable energy where possible. The bike recycling project is a great idea and 
wonderful that some Ukrainian children could avail of repaired bikes. An ecologist on your committee is a real bonus 
and I wish you well with the WCDF funding that has been applied for which should raise awareness of sustainability 
and biodiversity locally. Having an environmental awareness stand at the agricultural show is a brilliant idea. 
Delighted to see there is a new electric car charging point at Our Lady’s Hospital. Having two additional charging 
points, as planned, would really encourage the switch to electric in the locality! I spotted the various new bike stands 
throughout the town. Like many rural towns/villages, Manorhamilton is busy with car traffic, so the continuing 
improvement of cycling infrastructure can only be a good thing. Health-focused events like the spin classes and 
nutrition talk are important for supporting local people’s health, an often-forgotten element of sustainability. For more 
information on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, you can visit irelandsdg.geohive.ie.

Great to see the townhouses being constructed off Commons laneway and footpath extension/repairs, which should 
start to entice people back to live in the town. Some enhancement of the old school, etc here should also be a big 
bonus. The Church of Ireland, Sexton’s house and Masterson’s school at Star Fort are beautifully kept. As 
mentioned before, I really hope the street realm project gets off the ground which will make a huge difference to the 
town centre streets. Many of the terraced houses along Church Lane are nicely presented, as were several in the 
town centre. McDermott Terrace looked well, except for one or two houses that are a little rundown. Repairs to the 
fence in Ben View estate would really improve the look of the boundary here. There are some great views from this 
hilltop housing estate! Tarmacked surfaces such as the area at Church Lane are small but important steps to 
improving your streets. Well done for your efforts here.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



fence in Ben View estate would really improve the look of the boundary here. There are some great views from this 
hilltop housing estate! Tarmacked surfaces such as the area at Church Lane are small but important steps to 
improving your streets. Well done for your efforts here.

The takeover and planned renovations to St Clare’s Hall are very positive. The new Leitrim Way panels are a great 
addition, fair play. The approach from the Sligo Road is well surfaced and maintained, continuing up by Teagasc 
and the Garda Station into the new car park around Sean MacDiarmada Street. As previously mentioned, some of 
the town centre streets, including Main Street, New Line and Sean MacDiarmada Street are affected by dereliction 
in places and work is needed to improve them. I noted the charming Teapot Lane in the town centre with terraced 
houses, old Methodist Church and Masonic Lodge. There is a bit of history to this spot and it would be lovely to see 
it enhanced. An old laneway opposite the Super Valu and Expert Hardware shop looked particularly unkempt. I see 
that laneways are highlighted for improvement in your 5-year plan. It is actually the outskirts of the town which look 
best and have had most work done in recent years, e.g. the Bee Park and environs, Castle area, Star Fort and 
Church of Ireland, St Clare’s Church and parochial house, the new Amorset roundabout on the Bundoran Road and 
several of the housing estates. A few of the housing estates had no nameplates but were mostly well presented, 
including Clooneen Park, Gleann Dara and Woodview Estate. The blue placename signs on entering 
Manorhamilton were generally nicely planted but one or two require repainting. The sign on the Enniskillen Road by 
the care centre was especially pleasant. I note that Key Welcome Areas is a main project in your 5-Year Plan. 
Despite the challenges you are doing your best to improve your town and I hope you keep up your valiant efforts!

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Manorhamilton is a relatively big town with lots of history attached, including its own castle, which I was unaware of! 
There are a lot of charming aspects around with lovely features such as the Star Fort. Your town has been quite 
badly affected by dereliction, which is not the fault of the Tidy Towns committee of course, but it does affect the 
central urban streetscape overall. I hope with some further support that this situation can be improved. I recognise 
your efforts across the categories and wish you well for the future!


