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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Ádh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for your application form. While we appreciate forms being kept short, I felt that more information could have been 
provided under a few categories. It is a pity there was no map supplied as it really helps to get a sense of a place 
and makes finding projects much easier for the adjudicator. I am pleased to hear you meet regularly in St Joseph’s 
Community Centre and that you communicate via WhatsApp groups, Facebook and the local newspaper and parish 
newsletter, among others – reaching both young and old. You seem to have a healthy number of people both on 
your committee and as volunteers, so well done there. I was surprised at the number of housing estates in Leitrim 
Village, a sign that your population must have grown quite significantly in recent years. Good to hear you involved 
schoolchildren in your litter pickups too and delighted that you feel taking part in the Tidy Towns competition has 
benefitted your village – I see you have been entering for 40-45 years now!
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I recognise that you have some issues with dereliction in Leitrim Village, which is out of the Tidy Towns’ hands, 
though simple temporary measures can be taken to enhance what you have where possible, e.g. paintwork, window 
art, etc. Well done on redeveloping the Village Pump area under the big Horse Chestnut tree. Due to its location, it 
may need a little sweeping now and then. I noted the new seats and picnic benches along the canal bank – a 
welcome addition. The new footpaths from the Keadue and Drumshanbo Roads enhance the streetscape and make 
the area safer for pedestrians of course. Well done to you and Leitrim Co Co for securing the grants for these 
footpaths. Carthy’s Bar was getting a fresh coat of paint on my visit, in a vibrant blue, which looked great. I thought 
the post office looked very charming and really liked the fresh paintwork and new signage – also as Gaeilge – nice 
work here. Good to see the bike hire shop doing well. The Leitrim Inn had pretty window boxes and Blueway Beauty 
shopfront looked well. The entrance to the Marina Hotel is tidy and well presented. The remnant of O’Rourke’s 
Castle is an interesting spot at the marina and the area is tidy, though some of the flowerbeds here need planting up 
and weeding. The old stone information sign fits in well with the castle backdrop but may need a little restoration as I 
couldn’t read it properly. I noted some of the kerbing at the marina was damaged. Unfortunately, I couldn’t use the 
public toilets here as they were out of of order (unfortunately a common occurence along all the marinas I have 
visited recently). The bench here may need a little maintenance too. On a positive note, the vegetation along the 
waterside was lovely, including Woundwort, Meadowsweet and Purple Loosestrife.
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You didn’t have a lot of information in your application form here, but I noted what I saw on my visit. Lock 16 is a 
very pleasant area just outside the village and is kept tidy and well presented, while respecting wildlife. The granite 
memorial bench overlooking the lock is a lovely place to sit and the signage is in good condition. Little touches in the 
village centre such as the yellow bench and flowerpots at the post office were quite striking. The new seating area 
under the Horse Chestnut tree would be lovely to sit at on a hot summer’s day. The old pump with colourful flower 
display was pretty. The lawns at the church are well maintained with nice flowerpots, while the community centre 
might be brightened up with a little planting in future. There are some colourful planters and pots at the wall of the 
Mace/Top fuel station in the village centre, which enhance this spot.
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very pleasant area just outside the village and is kept tidy and well presented, while respecting wildlife. The granite 
memorial bench overlooking the lock is a lovely place to sit and the signage is in good condition. Little touches in the 
village centre such as the yellow bench and flowerpots at the post office were quite striking. The new seating area 
under the Horse Chestnut tree would be lovely to sit at on a hot summer’s day. The old pump with colourful flower 
display was pretty. The lawns at the church are well maintained with nice flowerpots, while the community centre 
might be brightened up with a little planting in future. There are some colourful planters and pots at the wall of the 
Mace/Top fuel station in the village centre, which enhance this spot.

Again, there wasn’t much information in your application form here, but I made notes on my visit. I note that no 
cutting of grass occurs between the village and Lock 16 to protect wildlife, which is positive to hear. I saw that the 
verges, trees and hedges around the village look well and are mostly not overcut. The Canal Bank walk is lovely, 
complete with natural wildflowers like Vetches and Meadowsweet along the verges. I liked the Garden Birds sign at 
the national school. Some of the estates did not seem to over-mow their lawns and I noted the Apple trees at 
Riversdale. I also noted the biodiversity friendly vegetation along the marina’s waterside, below the boardwalk. 
Perhaps some of the more traditional flowers in the village pots, like Petunias/Begonias, can be replaced with more 
pollinator friendly options in future. For more inspiration to improve under this category, check out the All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan and related resources at pollinators.ie.

Your application form mentions that you have regular litter picks and while many areas were litter-free, I’m afraid 
there was quite a bit of litter spotted in a few areas of the village, e.g. at Lock 17, near the Mace garage and at the 
Thomas McDonagh sign. There was quite a bit of litter around the new picnic bench area at Lock 17 in general. 
Perhaps the lack of bins is a contributing factor? Unfortunately, the ceramic plates at each bench are now broken or 
removed. There was also a good bit of weed growth along the canal bank verge and main bridge. While I don’t like 
using the word ‘weeds’, nor the idea of chemical weedkiller, they did look out of place here. The area around Leitrim 
Quay also needed some attention. There was some excessive weed growth along the paths and the temporary 
fencing blocking the boardwalk was a bit off-putting. The overgrown vegetation around the area with the boardwalk 
and the boat/flowerbed needs some maintenance.

Once again, there wasn’t much information in your application form here, but I tried to go on what I saw during my 
visit. Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and 
recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy 
where possible. I saw the recycling banks at St Joseph’s Centre, which are easily accessible and a good asset for 
the village. I did note that some of the bins would benefit from being cleaned and there was a small bit of litter on the 
ground here. On the plus side, the Bike Hire shop in the village centre seemed quite busy with visitors and hopefully 
some locals will be enticed to cycle more soon too! The roads are quite car-heavy, as with most rural towns and 
villages unfortunately, though perhaps safer cycling/walking options could be a goal for you to work towards here. 
To become more familiar with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, I suggest you visit irelandsdg.geohive.ie, 
which may give you some inspiration for new initiatives under this category.

Some of the little terraced houses in the village centre are presented well, though one or two look vacant 
unfortunately. The Waterfront Estate contains some pleasant native tree planting, e.g. Rowans and Birches, along 
with pollinator friendly shrubs, like Lavenders. There was a bit of damage to the wall at the Waterfront which should 
be easily fixed. The houses at Leitrim Quay looked to be holiday homes – while several were agreeably kept, others 
looked a little forgotten about. I noted there was a thatched hut near the Blueway Lodge and canal bank that could 
look very nice if spruced up. Riversdale was well maintained, as were Cois Abhainn and Dún Carriag Céibh estates. 
One or two housing estates had no names at their entrance, so it was hard to tell where I was at times.

The Leitrim Village signs look really striking following their revamp and you have made a great effort with the 
planting, making them into features. The Leitrim Village sign with nearby bench along the footpath on the 
Sligo/Keadue Road looked pleasing, though a small display of flowers could brighten it up a little. The village signs 
provide a welcoming sense of place overall, so well done. The road out by the national school is in good condition. I 
liked the murals on the school walls and the plaque on the front feature wall. The new footpaths on the 
Keadue/Dumshanbo Roads also finish off the streetscape nicely and of course make walking in the village much 
safer. I commend you for your work here.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Leitrim is a lovely village, complete with its own marina and locks. I enjoyed my visit and hope to return in future. I 
feel there is a lot more potential to be harnessed here, but there are some lovely features throughout and I 
appreciate the efforts you put in to making it look and feel welcoming. I wish you all the best for the future.




