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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for providing a map and photographs with your application. Well done on your 5-Year Plan also, which I believe you 
received before last year's competition. While the application form had a good introduction and was kept brief, 
several categories would have benefitted from including a little more detail, e.g. Sustainability, Residential Streets & 
Housing Areas and Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes. There was some extra information added in separate 
documents, but it would be good to have this all together in the main form. There seems to be a strong community 
spirit in your town with support for the Tidy Towns Committee from various volunteer groups and individuals. It 
would be great to get the various residents’ associations on board soon as despite being a small town, there are 
quite a few relatively new housing estates on the outskirts. It is good that you engage with a range of age groups in 
a variety of ways, incorporating social media and more traditional methods such as mass leaflets and newspaper 
notes.
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It was not apparent where the Ice House is in the town, but it sounds like a feature worth preserving, so hopefully 
you will be able to submit for funding in the near future. While your application states that no new work has 
happened this year, it would be good to even briefly list any projects or areas that you continue to maintain. From 
observation on the day, it seems that your streets and footpaths are generally tidy, with some recently installed 
footpaths. There are some pleasant features such as the rose beds at the community centre and beside Simpson’s 
Garage. The town centre was well kept and many of the premises tidy and well presented, notably McGloin’s, 
Claudia’s Café, Devour, Arroo Hair and the Courthouse B&B. The beer garden at McGloin’s looks like a welcome 
recent addition, while it was good to see outdoor seating at Devour and Spar. (Great coffee in Devour by the way!) 
Some nice planting outside the Church of Ireland and at St Aidan’s Church grounds. It would be great to see the 
HSE building painted and enhanced, but I note you are making efforts to address this. A yard with unused cars 
looked a little unsightly along the Main Street. As with many towns/villages there are a couple of vacant buildings in 
the centre. It would be nice to see these back up and running in future. The playpark at Lough Melvin Eco Park 
looks quite new and tidy and was busy on the day I visited Kinlough!
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Well done on the planting and landscaping around the town, notably the rose beds at the community hall and at 
Simpson’s Garage. There are some pretty planters and planting at the base of street trees, with colourful flowers, 
e.g. Petunias, Begonias, placed throughout Main Street and Barrack Street too, which were noted. It would be nice 
to see the addition of more pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs in future. The grotto was a pleasant and 
well-maintained feature in the town and looks peaceful and inviting. The grass verges are mown regularly, though 
you might consider leaving some strips unmown or mowing less in places to benefit biodiversity. I was quite 
impressed with your Eco Park outside the town and will discuss this further under the Nature & Biodiversity 
category.

28

62

19

37

33

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

304

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

44

39

39

26

19

62

37

33

299

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 304

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

16/07/2022

 



to see the addition of more pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs in future. The grotto was a pleasant and 
well-maintained feature in the town and looks peaceful and inviting. The grass verges are mown regularly, though 
you might consider leaving some strips unmown or mowing less in places to benefit biodiversity. I was quite 
impressed with your Eco Park outside the town and will discuss this further under the Nature & Biodiversity 
category.

I was impressed with Lough Melvin Eco Park on the Rossinver Road. Every town and village should have one! The 
various features, including the Willow tunnels, orchard, ‘low—mow’ areas and woodland are a haven for biodiversity. 
There were even some wild Common Spotted Orchids growing in the long grass area, which is always a joy to see, 
so well done here. The community garden was in full bloom with pretty wildflower patches and is maintained well 
and seems to be regularly used, which is brilliant. The new picnic benches are a positive addition to the park, 
inviting people to spend time there. Best of luck with the plans to extend the community garden and on securing the 
funding. The ‘Check, Clean Dry’ sign near the lake is an important notice for anglers to practice biosecurity and I 
noted the signs on Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed. It is so important to raise awareness and liaise with 
the Co Co to prevent their spread, which you are doing, so fair play. Also brilliant to see the Advisory notice on 
tanker washing. The Lough Melvin sign is also a lovely new addition, informing visitors of the flora and fauna 
species nearby. I did note that the Willow tunnels may need some pruning and the older, circular picnic bench and 
pergola may need some maintenance in the section by the car park. In the town itself, it would be nice to see more 
pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs in the beds and pots in the town centre, as well as some ‘low-mow’ patches 
and strips along the verges, etc. See the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and related resources at pollinators.ie for lots of 
tips and ideas for supporting our bees and biodiversity in general. Finally, the Sunflowers for Ukraine is a lovely 
initiative, benefitting the Red Cross appeal and biodiversity! I see there are several initiatives in your 5-Year Plan for 
biodiversity which will enhance nature in your town when implemented.

Well done on the National Spring Clean Day and for keeping a litter pick rota. Overall, Kinlough is tidy in the centre 
and along approach roads, however I did notice a small bit of debris along the street towards the Bundoran Road. 
Unfortunately, at the Eco Park, there was evidence of dumping at the new dog litter bin, probably down to one 
culprit. The red Liability sign at the car park needs replacing. While the signs are all great at the Eco Park and serve 
a purpose, I would suggest holding off on adding any more as it could start to look cluttered. If more do need to be 
added they should be erected on the same poles as existing signs. The new bring centre sign at the town bring 
banks looks well, however the bring bank bins may need a little cleaning and there was a small bit of litter here. 
Some of the direction signage, e.g. the Manorhamilton and Bundoran signs, need cleaning around the village 
centre. I noticed there is a long stretch along the footpath that is not surfaced on the approach road from 
Manorhamilton. While I don’t like using the word ‘weeds’, they did look out of place and grew heavily along here, 
giving it an untidy look. I see from your application that you are trying to address this issue, however. There was 
also a small bit of untidy weed growth along the Main Street footpaths.

I see that your Sustainability category refers to the community garden in the application form, which overlaps 
somewhat with the Biodiversity category. The garden is a great way to encourage people to grow their own food and 
spend time outdoors, especially if they lack space in their own garden. Perhaps you could include initiatives here 
like rainwater harvesting and repurposing materials, e.g. flower pots, etc. I noted the bring bank outside the village 
centre which I assume is regularly used and encourages good recycling practice. Sustainability is a broad topic, but 
it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and 
public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy where possible. I see there are several 
initiatives in your 5-Year Plan for sustainability which will enhance the environment in your town when implemented. 
I would suggest becoming more familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals which may help give you some 
ideas for improving in this category in future. See irelandsdg.geohive.ie for more details.

I note that your annual Best Kept Estate competition is still on hold but hopefully you can resurrect it soon. There 
has obviously been quite an increase in your population over the last 10-15 years with several new estates around 
the town. Getting a few housing estate representatives on board is key to their consistent upkeep and the creation 
of enhanced community spirit. The estates I saw were quite tidy, including Brooklawns, Spa Brae, Manor Grove and 
Oakfield Lawn (what a lovely big Oak tree in this estate green by the way). A few of the housing estates had no 
name signs at their entrance and I couldn’t read the Dartry View estate sign until I went up close. I see your 5-Year 
Plan also mentions name signage to add a ‘sense of place’. The grounds of the national school are very well kept, 
as well as the First Steps pre-school with its colourful flowerpots. I really liked the sunflower murals on the 
Sunflower Montessori! The Cionn Locha stone sign/bench is very pleasant in the village centre. The private houses 
along the streets are generally very well kept and some have beautiful gardens with stunning roses. I also noticed 
one or two gardens had lovely pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs planted. The boundary wall to Clanchy Court 
may benefit from a new coat of paint. St Aidan’s Church is spotless, with tidy flowerbeds.

The approach roads and streets are generally tidy and well kept on entering and leaving Kinlough. Simpson’s 
Garage is kept tidy and nice to see a picnic bench for passers-by to use, along with the pretty rose bed on the 
corner. Perhaps the signs could be mended/replaced above the forecourt at some point? There is quite a lot of 
through traffic, meaning that the streets can get a little clogged at times. I noticed there was a lack of village 
welcome signs compared with other towns/villages I have visited. The blue sign and raised bed before the 
community centre looked well but could be enhanced with fresh paint in future. These signs are a nice touch to 
introduce people to your village as they come and go and give a sense of place, so perhaps consider adding one or 
two on the other approach routes. Again, I note your 5-Year Plan also mentions name signage to add a ‘sense of 
place’. Finally, the little laneway to Kinlough Pharmacy and Spar is maintained well and I liked the old archway and 
gate, which is worth preserving. I see the 5-Year Plan also suggests enhancing and promoting your town’s heritage 
aspects, which could include this archway and the churches, for instance.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



corner. Perhaps the signs could be mended/replaced above the forecourt at some point? There is quite a lot of 
through traffic, meaning that the streets can get a little clogged at times. I noticed there was a lack of village 
welcome signs compared with other towns/villages I have visited. The blue sign and raised bed before the 
community centre looked well but could be enhanced with fresh paint in future. These signs are a nice touch to 
introduce people to your village as they come and go and give a sense of place, so perhaps consider adding one or 
two on the other approach routes. Again, I note your 5-Year Plan also mentions name signage to add a ‘sense of 
place’. Finally, the little laneway to Kinlough Pharmacy and Spar is maintained well and I liked the old archway and 
gate, which is worth preserving. I see the 5-Year Plan also suggests enhancing and promoting your town’s heritage 
aspects, which could include this archway and the churches, for instance.

Concluding Remarks:

Kinlough is a pleasant little town which was a pleasure to visit. Many of the businesses are well maintained and 
presented in the centre and several of the houses have beautiful gardens. The Lough Melvin Eco Park was the 
highlight for me and I wish you well with the plans for the community garden extension. The town has further 
potential to improve and the projects presented in the 5-Year Plan will help in achieving this. Best of luck and I look 
forward to visiting in future!


