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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Ádh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for your application form complete with a helpful map, photographs and 5-Year Plan. Your quarterly meetings 
should help keep up momentum and encourage new members along the way. Great that you communicate via both 
digital and more traditional means to reach a range of age groups. Delighted that local children are environmentally 
aware, including being aware of litter. Dog fouling is a real issue countrywide, but when people take responsibility 
for their own dogs it makes a huge difference. I’m happy to hear the Tidy Towns competition instils a sense of pride 
in your community and it seems as though good community spirit exists in Keshcarrigan generally. I’m glad to see 
that your 5-Year Plan includes building on volunteer numbers so that existing projects can be maintained and new 
ones carried forward into the future.
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Well done on securing guardianship and funding to begin transforming the old Garda Barracks into a 
Community /Resource/Heritage Centre, a key project of your 5-Year Plan. There seems to be a lot of history 
attached to this beautiful old RIC barracks. As planned, a playground and community allotments at the rear is an 
excellent idea and I wish you well in this endeavour. I enjoyed seeing the vibrant High Nelly bicycle planted with 
quirky flowerpots at the boundary wall here. I noted the colourful new benches and picnic benches around which 
really adds to the village aesthetic. The village centre streets were generally weed-free, so your hard work here is 
paying off here. The Fionn MacCumhail thatched cottage at the village centre is quite striking and a unique feature 
to have. The old national school is also very pretty with its natural stone and rose bushes in the garden. Gertie’s pub 
and Mc Keon’s pub are well presented, and it was lovely to see the old phone box still intact. Interesting to note the 
eye-catching sign for the Keshcarrigan Bowl, an artefact which is now on display in the National Museum!
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Visiting the green spaces in your village was very pleasant. Well done on the Fair Green Garden. It is immaculately 
kept with several points of interest, including the benches, planters and former fountain, which is now a beautiful 
bed for flowers and shrubs. I’m delighted you are planting pollinator friendly flowers/shrubs in many instances. The 
raised bed along the wall here was not planted – perhaps a few low maintenance shrubs would go well here? The 
Stepping Stones Garden was a little corner of visual interest also. I was very impressed with the wildflower garden 
but will mention that in the next section. The Fr Mychal Judge Peace Garden outside the village is also a joy and in 
a lovely setting by the lake, although it is quite outside the village down a narrow local road. I see your 5-Year Plan 
includes a feasibility study on accessibility as a Key Project here, however. The area is well maintained but not 
over-managed and the memorial stones are clean and informative. The new benches by the river walk are bright 
and colourful and the old bridge is a pleasant feature. The riverbank vegetation is quite healthy, but across by the 
wastewater treatment plant side the verges are quite overrun with nettles, etc so that it’s difficult to even see the 
water. Overall, it is obvious you put a lot of effort in under this category, so fair play.
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includes a feasibility study on accessibility as a Key Project here, however. The area is well maintained but not 
over-managed and the memorial stones are clean and informative. The new benches by the river walk are bright 
and colourful and the old bridge is a pleasant feature. The riverbank vegetation is quite healthy, but across by the 
wastewater treatment plant side the verges are quite overrun with nettles, etc so that it’s difficult to even see the 
water. Overall, it is obvious you put a lot of effort in under this category, so fair play.

It is heartening to hear you have so much interest in nature locally and are working to protect it. I was impressed 
with your Wildflower Garden in the pretty setting by the lakeshore – I noted that there were several Common 
Spotted Orchids growing among the grasses, showing it is now quite species-rich! I liked the wide variety of 
pollinator-friendly flowers in Fair Green, notably those planted in the former water fountain. You might consider 
adding a few of these varieties to pots in the village in place of Begonias and Petunias in future (which have little 
pollen/nectar for bees)? It is wonderful that you planted 14 native tree varieties for Tree Week this year, which will 
help extend the ecological corridors in the village. I am delighted to hear you only prune hedges and trees when 
necessary, as it gives them a chance to flourish and bear flowers and fruit for the pollinators and birds. I note you 
don’t use Roundup, just environmentally friendly weedkiller, although you don’t specify what this is. I noted that most 
places weren’t tightly mown, which is welcome, and it ties in with what you say in your application. Great to hear you 
wait until after the Dandelions have bloomed and died back before mowing, giving bees their welcome first feed 
after a long winter! Other initiatives such as your insect boxes and leaving strips of grassy areas all add up to help 
wildlife to thrive. I note you are hoping for a greenway to link up with existing routes at Leitrim Village and 
Ballinamore. Something to be aware of too – look out for spreading Buddleia. It is a pretty plant and good for 
butterflies, but it is invasive and I did spot it in several spots around the village. For further inspiration under this 
category, check out the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and related resources at pollinators.ie.

The village centre was tidy and litter-free. However, there was some litter noted at the juncture between Béal na 
Leice and the next estate, perhaps exposed after some trees have been felled here. Your residents seem vigilant in 
terms of keeping the village litter free when out walking and picking up after their dogs. Does a regular litter-pick 
occur, or do you take part in annual the National Spring Clean? This event may also help spread the word around 
the village and estates as a whole. There were some weeds noted along the paths in one or two estates. While I 
don’t like the word ‘weeds’, unfortunately they look out of place when growing heavily out of footpaths. The Astro 
pitch area is also quite tidy, though a sign here may need replacing.

Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and 
recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy 
where possible. I noted your bring banks are in an accessible location and well maintained with good signage. The 
bottle-top mural at the disused quarry looks fabulous, congratulations on completing this work of art, which also 
highlights reuse/recycling! I spotted the sign for the weekly Yard Sale too, an event which encourages recycling and 
upcycling, as you have highlighted. As with many rural villages and towns there is quite a bit of through traffic locally 
which can cause some clogging along the main street and creates safety issues. I noted the suggestions for a 
walkability audit and ‘walking bus’ in your 5-Year Plan which could contribute to some positive changes. I would 
suggest becoming more familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals which may help give you some ideas for 
further improving in this category. See irelandsdg.geohive.ie for more details.

The Peas & Beans café and hair salon units in the estate off the Carrick-on-Shannon Road are well kept. I wasn’t 
sure what the name of this estate was as there was no sign at the entrance. Some of the houses are nicely 
presented here, though some others would benefit from a little maintenance. Also, the grassy verge along the front 
was quite overgrown and has potential for improvement. The Béal na Leice Estate next to it had some pleasant 
planting, including Lavenders and many of the houses had lovely planting displays at the front. There was a great 
view over the waterside to the rear here, plus a lovely field filled with Meadowsweet (and some cute Donkeys!). 
While I am a fan of long grasses, some of the estates had green patches that looked like they are not regularly 
maintained. Even ‘low-mow’ options with single mown strips around the edges could enhance these areas. The 
terraced houses opposite the Garda Barracks are reasonably kept and many of the local private houses, notably on 
the Ballinamore side, are very tidy, some enhanced with lovely flower displays. The Irish Republic memorial along 
the Mohill Road is an interesting focal point with pretty flower displays.

The Keshcarrigan sign along the Carrick-on-Shannon Road is well maintained.  The marina is quite attractive with 
some simple but effective planting beds. Unfortunately, as with other marina public toilets, the toilets here were not 
that clean either. The old gates and entrance to the disused quarry are a bit of an eyesore unfortunately. This is not 
the responsibility of the Tidy Towns of course, though you have made great efforts to disguise this with the 
bottle-top mural, statues and some planting. I see there is a mention of potentially enhancing the gates in your 
5-Year Plan. The blue Keshcarrigan signs on the approach roads are mostly well presented. One had a pretty flower 
box with roses on the Carrick-on-Shannon side and another at Fr Mychal Park looked well. The other on the 
Ballinamore side could be enhanced by a little planting at the base (if safe to do so of course). I was drawn to the 
little grotto on leaving Keshcarrigan via the Carrick-on-Shannon Road, which is a striking little feature, obviously 
maintained by an individual or group nearby. Hopefully the Fr Mychal Judge Peace Garden can be made more 
accessible with a footpath in the near future, as you have stated, as well as a footpath on the Carrick-on-Shannon 
Road and pedestrian crossings in the village. Best of luck with these plans.
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maintained by an individual or group nearby. Hopefully the Fr Mychal Judge Peace Garden can be made more 
accessible with a footpath in the near future, as you have stated, as well as a footpath on the Carrick-on-Shannon 
Road and pedestrian crossings in the village. Best of luck with these plans.

Concluding Remarks:

I was pleasantly surprised with Keshcarrigan. While it is a small village, there is plenty going on and the Tidy Towns 
committee, along with enthusiastic volunteers, manage to keep the area looking lovely. I was especially impressed 
with your efforts to enhance local biodiversity. Well done and I wish you all the best in your future endeavours!


