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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for providing a map, photographs and supporting materials with your application form. Unfortunately, the documents 
came through quite blurry and difficult to read, so just be aware of this when applying next time. It would also be 
good to highlight what projects are new (N) and which are maintained (M) to make it easier for the adjudicator to 
assess accurately. While your village is small, you have a healthy number of people on the committee and 
supporting volunteers. The quarterly meetups and regular clean-ups should also help to keep the committee ticking 
along nicely. The mix of modern (e.g. WhatsApp, Facebook) and traditional (e.g. newspaper, newsletter) methods of 
communication you use is important to ensure you keep people of all ages engaged. It is really positive that the 
local Transition Year students are lending a hand in a variety of ways, as well as the primary school kids with their 
monthly litter picks!
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Well done on getting the footpath on the Manorhamilton Road completed, in addition to the new lighting and stone 
wall built using local stone. It really enhances the streetscape here and is well finished. I was surprised to see the 
little heritage centre complete with vintage machinery, etc when I walked up the ramp by the community centre. 
What a great feature to have in the village, it is just a pity that it doesn’t seem to be open now. I noticed a little bit of 
maintenance may be needed in the yard here to prevent it deteriorating. The grounds of the community centre are 
well kept, however. Unfortunately, your village has been quite badly affected by dereliction, but you are obviously 
aware of this and have marked out the buildings you wish to enhance on your map. The footpaths around the village 
centre do look recently cleaned, so fair play here. The restored building ‘Mary Dolan’s Storehouse’ looks wonderful 
– the owner deserves credit for a high-quality job, especially in exposing the stone. Hopefully the construction waste 
will be removed from here when works are complete. The raised bed at the church had some lovely 
pollinator-friendly shrubs in it. The phone box is a nice focal point also and the signage here seems new and clean. 
It would be lovely to see the little pump restored also! Wynne’s pub shop front looks well and the fuel pumps kept 
neatly. Frank Davitt’s pub also deserves a mention for its signage, hanging baskets and picnic tables. Fiona’s 
Takeaway and Clarke’s Butchers are also nicely presented. The flower displays in the centre of the village were 
quite impressive and very colourful.
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In general, the views of the surrounding drumlin countryside from your village are just stunning and worth a mention. 
They can be seen best from the playpark and from Lough Allen College. The orchard area at Priests’ Brea is 
pleasant and beneficial to wildlife. The flower displays around the village are vibrant and brighten up the streets. The 
green verge along the Drumshanbo Road contains some young Rowan trees, which are native and good for birds 
and bees.  Some of the shrubs in the raised stone bed needed a little attention, however. I’m sure the wildflowers 
will look very pretty when they emerge along the Manorhamilton Road and your photos show the lovely Cherry 
Blossoms in full bloom in your photos. The planter at the Primary Care Centre would perhaps be enhanced by a 
coat of paint. The front lawns to Lough Allen College are beautifully kept with some lovely maturing trees and 
planted flowers at the stone entrance sign. Great to hear you are not over-cutting to allow pollinators a chance 
throughout your green spaces.
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They can be seen best from the playpark and from Lough Allen College. The orchard area at Priests’ Brea is 
pleasant and beneficial to wildlife. The flower displays around the village are vibrant and brighten up the streets. The 
green verge along the Drumshanbo Road contains some young Rowan trees, which are native and good for birds 
and bees.  Some of the shrubs in the raised stone bed needed a little attention, however. I’m sure the wildflowers 
will look very pretty when they emerge along the Manorhamilton Road and your photos show the lovely Cherry 
Blossoms in full bloom in your photos. The planter at the Primary Care Centre would perhaps be enhanced by a 
coat of paint. The front lawns to Lough Allen College are beautifully kept with some lovely maturing trees and 
planted flowers at the stone entrance sign. Great to hear you are not over-cutting to allow pollinators a chance 
throughout your green spaces.

I see you included a map with designated wildlife sites near Drumkeeran, well done on this! The development of a 
biodiversity hub at the Priest’s Brea Orchard sounds very promising and I see this was also mentioned in last year’s 
report. I wasn’t sure how far you’ve gotten with this project yet from your application. Lovely to hear the local TY 
students made bird and bat boxes for you! A major thing people can do is not to cut their lawns so often, or to at 
least leave strips or patches of unmown grass. The ‘neat and tidy’ mindset is hard to change but it seems you are 
getting somewhere, and you are practising ‘low-mow’ at the playpark/amenity area, which is great. While the central 
flower displays look wonderful, they did contain mostly Petunias and Geraniums, which have limited nectar/pollen 
for bees. I did see some planters with pollinator friendly shrubs around elsewhere, e.g. in the planted stone wall 
area on the Drumshanbo Road. Please see the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) and related resources at 
pollinators.ie for lots of tips and ideas for supporting our bees and biodiversity in general. There are also free AIPP 
‘Managed for Pollinators’ signs available to download from this website.

The roads and streets in the village were quite litter-free on my visit, no doubt due to the consistent litter picks by the 
various volunteers and your litter plan. The ‘Adopt a Road’ scheme is always a smart way to encourage people to 
take care of their own little stretch of street or road. It is positive that you promote recycling of waste where possible. 
The street planters and furniture looked well overall. The grey fence with planters is a nice feature on entering Main 
Street – one or two may need fixing slightly. The footpaths in the village centre are clean following being power 
washed and blend in well with the brand new footpaths. Moving the bring bank to a safer location was a clever 
action and should mean it is easier for people to stop and segregate materials into the right bins. I noticed too that 
there wasn’t much clutter in regard to signage, poles and overhead cables, which enhances your streetscape. I 
noted the dog waste bin with stocked bags which should help on the dog fouling prevention front.

Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and 
recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy 
where possible. I note you included a Sustainable Waste & Resource Management Plan, which is an excellent step 
–  I think you submitted this in previous years too, but unsure if it has changed since? The use of food that would 
normally go to waste at your local deli is very positive to hear and should cut down on food waste. The donation of 
reusable cups to Lough Allen College and the incentive for half price beverages with a reusable cup at the tuck shop 
is a brilliant idea. It will hopefully get the students in the habit of using these cups instead of disposable ones 
throughout their lives. I noted the bird and bat boxes from the school are made from leftover wood and that they 
supply you with flowers too – this is really refreshing to hear. I noted the bring bank which is well kept with 
prominent signage, although one or two of the bins’ labels are fading. Clarke’s Butchers doubling as an old 
phone/battery depot is a great idea, as is the Active Age group’s yearly bring and buy sale. All these small actions 
help to encourage more sustainable behaviour in the community, so well done for your efforts in this category. 
Please see irelandsdg.geohive.ie for more information on the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
which may inspire you further.

The Tidy Towns committee is of course not responsible for the ongoing dereliction in the village, but it does affect 
the aesthetic, even though many other buildings are well kept. I see you aim to paint some of the derelict buildings 
which would really enhance the look of the village centre. The exposed stone of some of the buildings is beautiful, 
e.g. the two beside the Primary Care Centre and some of the terraced houses down the side lane off Main Street. 
Some of the overhead gutters would benefit from being cleaned out along Main Street, as well as some paint on the 
side gables. The bench and planters at the corner before Sheena are very pretty and welcoming. Some of the 
houses could be enhanced in this area with a coat of paint but I can see efforts have been made to improve its 
overall appeal. I saw that one of the terraced houses here has been gutted, leaving the other houses’ walls 
exposed. It would make a huge difference to see this rebuilt and hopefully that happens soon. One or two of the 
small housing estates outside the village centre had no names, e.g. those on the Dromahair Road. I noted that one 
of these estates had a stand of Japanese Knotweed to the rear, an invasive plant species, which should have a sign 
erected to deter cutting, etc.

The planted shrubs and wall along the steep local approach road (L8249) is a lovely feature, although I did notice 
the wall is a bit damaged on the corner. The amenity/playground area is well maintained and allows for great views 
over the beautiful countryside. As mentioned above, the circular raised stone bed here has some nice planting but 
needs a little weeding and pruning. The Lough Allen College grounds are very pleasant, as are those at St Brigid’s 
Church. The houses nearby at College View are well maintained too, as are those at the Radharc an tSéipéal 
estate. A little work on the boundary walls to Páirc Naomh Bríde would enhance the approach road along there. The 
old Innismagrath Church of Ireland is very pretty on the approach out by Sheena. The village welcome signs are 
mainly presentable, although I did notice that the blue sign in from the Ballyconnell Road was indecipherable due to 
the big yellow bush in front, which needs a little pruning. The sign along the Dromahair Road also needs a little 
maintenance. Once again though, the footpaths look well overall – both the new paths and those that have been 
power washed recently!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



needs a little weeding and pruning. The Lough Allen College grounds are very pleasant, as are those at St Brigid’s 
Church. The houses nearby at College View are well maintained too, as are those at the Radharc an tSéipéal 
estate. A little work on the boundary walls to Páirc Naomh Bríde would enhance the approach road along there. The 
old Innismagrath Church of Ireland is very pretty on the approach out by Sheena. The village welcome signs are 
mainly presentable, although I did notice that the blue sign in from the Ballyconnell Road was indecipherable due to 
the big yellow bush in front, which needs a little pruning. The sign along the Dromahair Road also needs a little 
maintenance. Once again though, the footpaths look well overall – both the new paths and those that have been 
power washed recently!

Concluding Remarks:

Drumkeeran is a lovely little village in a remarkably beautiful rural setting, with some rich cultural heritage attached. 
Though you have been badly afflicted by dereliction in the village centre, this is out of the Tidy Towns committee’s 
hands and you have put in great efforts to address this where possible. You seem determined to continue improving 
in each category year on year. I commend all involved for your efforts and wish you all the best for the future!


