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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór oraibh! Dromod is a 
beautiful little town with a strong community spirit that seems to attract many visitors to its harbour and town centre 
alike. It is great to hear that you have a strong group of 30 volunteers who help out with various projects in Dromod. 
There is a large number of relatively new housing estates in Dromod, which seem to be now largely occupied, 
meaning your population has grown quickly in recent times. It is good to hear you reach out to the various age 
groups via a range of methods. A good working relationship with the various departments of Leitrim Co Co seems to 
exist, as well as with Leitrim Development Company and Waterways Ireland, especially in regard to the harbour and 
Lough Bofin. It is brilliant that you have had regular demonstrations by your local ICA group and hopefully this will 
pick up again soon. Also promising that the local GAA Clubs and businesses provide support. In terms of involving 
young people, it is good the local national schools are encouraged to join relevant activities and that you have 
managed to secure a younger representative on the main committee. It is really heartening to see that you strive to 
include residents from all backgrounds in your town, e.g. the new Ukrainian residents. The planting of the blue and 
yellow pansies was a lovely gesture and I’m sure much appreciated. Well done.
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The new sculpture at the centre of the town is super, well done on its completion. I really like the appearance of the 
Herons again, a nod to the nearby waterways and it links up to the Heron sculpture at Dromod roundabout. The 
natural cut-stone features blend in well with the surrounding paving, with a lovely hint of bright blue setting off the 
water. Compliments on the painting of the retail terrace entering the town. Even though some premises are 
unoccupied it is pleasing to the eye and sets off those shops that are still open for business, e.g. Knickaty Knack, 
Hair & Beauty Salon and Harkin’s Café. The Brandywell also looks well with a pleasant flower display. It is great to 
see the works at the handsome old Garda Station recommencing and that you have been involved in pushing this 
project forward. I noticed the freshly painted buildings along the main thoroughfare so well done on that. I hope that 
if any renovation/construction does occur where the thatched cottages stand, that it will be sensitive to the existing 
vernacular architecture. It is apparent around the village in general that buildings, gutters, structures and footpaths 
are well maintained. Cox’s Bar & Steakhouse looks especially well and is obviously a popular dining destination in 
the region. The gazebo looks well, however there was a baluster knocked out of place on my visit (perhaps just 
unfortunate timing). I enjoyed seeing all the various heritage aspects, e.g. water pump and railway memorabilia, 
which are nicely displayed. The Harbour Area is very pleasant and I was delighted to have lunch there on my visit! 
Well done on the new additions, e.g. viewing bay and steps to the tennis court. I also appreciated the ‘wild corner’! 
On the less positive side I did not find the toilets very clean and was deterred from using them. A few of the benches 
may need repainting soon too. Overall though, great job!
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The green areas of the town, such as the greens in the centre, the children’s playground, the health centre and 
opposite the railway station are pleasant and well kept. The planting is colourful, well laid out and pleasing to the 
eye. It is great to see that some pollinator-friendly flowers and shrubs such as Salvias, Lavenders and Cranesbill are 
being planted here. While the summer bedding plants are pretty, e.g. Marigolds and Pansies, it would be more 
beneficial for wildlife if pollinator-friendly perennials were planted here instead. It is good to hear that your young 
trees are being well cared for by a dedicated warden and many I saw were in good health, except for some of the 
Rowans and Birches at the Sensory Garden. Hot weather can be hard on young trees. The Sensory Garden is a 
lovely touch to the town and I admired the colourful pergolas. However, some of the signage was not visible/intact 
and some of the plants were overgrown and a little dry. In regard to weedkiller, while it is good to hear the one you 
use is environmentally friendly, it is not always necessary and still potentially damaging when sprayed around the 
base of trees, e.g. at ‘Tots Haven’. It is also unsightly in terms of yellowing the grass and the same can be said for 
around the edge of planting beds, etc. In the main though, a good effort in this category.

I am so glad to see that you have recognised the importance of biodiversity in your area and have taken actions to 
protect and enhance it. It is a real bonus that you can call on the advice of a local ecologist with the NPWS. The ‘
low-mow’ approach along your verges is paying off as I saw the emergence of Common Spotted Orchids along the 
margin from the Dromod Roundabout. I was also impressed with the long grass verges, e.g. Ox-Eye Daisies were 
popping up opposite the train station entrance. It is great to see that some of the housing estates are embracing the 
move to the ‘low-mow’ regime too. I commend you on influencing local farmers and the Co Co to protect local 
hedgerows from extensive cutting. These are our remaining key ecological corridors and must be protected. Some 
pollinator-friendly planting was seen in the town centre which is great, e.g. Lavenders, Salvias. The Lavenders will 
require a bit of pruning now and again to stay healthy. It would be nice to see more pollinator-friendly planting 
extended to some more beds/pots, e.g. in the town centre and stone Fáilte signs. It is brilliant that residents are now 
practising citizen science and recording species with the NBDC and so happy to hear that you had 50 Snipe visit 
your wetland last winter! It is also lovely that your town has a pleasant nature walk, a small part of which I got to see 
– although do be aware of the invasive Snowberry! The People’s Orchard along the roadside is a nice touch. I was 
pleased to see a composting area, however it may need some maintenance and signage to encourage more to use 
it, and in the right way. Wonderful to see you have a community garden with an ‘upgraded’ bug hotel. It may also 
need a suitable sign saying e.g. ‘Dromod Community Garden’ and the ‘Butterfly Garden’ sign might need 
repair/replacing. I see there was edible hedging but not sure if it is still an active feature of the town. I noticed that 
several Birch trees into the Harbour area were quite severely cut back. Delighted to hear you continue to avoid peat 
compost and chemical weedkiller. A good way to track your biodiversity year to year is to do a FIT (Flower-Insect 
Timed) Count, as described on the biodiversityireland.ie website. Overall, well done on your biodiversity initiatives. I 
was impressed with what I saw.

Overall Dromod is very tidy and the streets and verges are mainly well maintained and free of litter. I did encounter 
some litter along the footpath at the boundary to Grace Court and on the green patch across the road from the train 
station. The signage around the town looked pleasant and uncluttered. The streets looked swept and clean, 
especially in the town centre, where I see you have agreement with the main businesses to keep outside their 
premises free of litter. Good to hear that your annual Spring Clean Day is still going and continues to be a success. 
The power hosing of the cobble lock paving seems to have been a success and I am happy to hear a hoe was used 
to remove weeds instead of weedkiller. It is clear there is a concerted community effort in terms of keeping the town 
and its environs clean and tidy.

I am glad to hear you have been attempting to get EV charging points installed in Dromod, which would be 
beneficial considering the high level of through traffic and visitors to the town. The footpath to Cloonturk Church is a 
great idea and should encourage more walking over driving when completed! It is promising to hear you recycle and 
repurpose materials in innovative ways, e.g. recycling plastic pots for vegetable growing. Great that the rainwater 
harvesting continues at the marina and sensory garden, as well as the reusable coffee cup discount. I noticed the 
segregated bins around, which is very positive, but the signage looks quite faded and it may be difficult to know for 
sure what goes where. It is wonderful to hear the recycling centre remains busy, although perhaps some of the bins 
would benefit from a little cleaning. The labels are clear however, which is vital! While it is good to hear the 
community garden is being used again, it was not apparent how recently it had been tended to on my visit, though I 
know it takes much diligence to keep such a garden in top shape! Keep up the good work here. Going forward, 
remember that sustainability projects do not need to be big or expensive to be effective!

It is obvious that Dromod has grown fast in recent times with the addition of several new housing estates. The 
residents’ associations are key to the consistent upkeep of each of their pleasant housing estates. The majority I 
saw were maintained very well and are a credit to their residents, e.g. Ard na Cuain, Shannon Cove and Cúl na 
Sráide. Many of the estates and terraces have made great efforts in planting colourful flowers and shrubs in pots 
and planting beds, which enhances the overall look of the area. I would say that the flowerpot in front of the Ard na 
Cuain sign could be moved elsewhere as I had to look behind it to see the estate’s name! I noted with pleasure the 
small field of meadow flowers in front of the estate – not sure if this was intended but it worked for me! The Old Post 
Office looks pretty, with nice walls of ivy and flower displays at the front. Warren Lodge self-catering cottages look 
beautiful. The old garage and petrol pump, the blue house and little green cottage entering the town from the 
Dublin/Longford side look vibrant and appealing. I noticed there is an issue with some unoccupied homes in one or 
two of your estates and a minor problem with graffiti, which is unfortunate, but hopefully these will soon be lived in 
which should help with the aesthetic and anti-social behaviour. One estate on the outskirts also had no name sign 
and it looks as though it may have been removed from the entrance wall. The Fairways Estate is pleasant and the 
pond an interesting feature, though despite this I noted it was not easily accessible. Overall, a great effort here!

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



small field of meadow flowers in front of the estate – not sure if this was intended but it worked for me! The Old Post 
Office looks pretty, with nice walls of ivy and flower displays at the front. Warren Lodge self-catering cottages look 
beautiful. The old garage and petrol pump, the blue house and little green cottage entering the town from the 
Dublin/Longford side look vibrant and appealing. I noticed there is an issue with some unoccupied homes in one or 
two of your estates and a minor problem with graffiti, which is unfortunate, but hopefully these will soon be lived in 
which should help with the aesthetic and anti-social behaviour. One estate on the outskirts also had no name sign 
and it looks as though it may have been removed from the entrance wall. The Fairways Estate is pleasant and the 
pond an interesting feature, though despite this I noted it was not easily accessible. Overall, a great effort here!

The grass verge on the approach from the N4 Dublin/Longford side is well maintained and I was happy to see the 
long grass verges and native hedgerows that weren’t overly cut back. I noticed the healthy hedgerows on the 
opposite side of town near the community centre, so well done there. The picnic benches are a great addition, 
although it is a pity it is not easier to pull in at the roadside to have a picnic! The tiered flowerpots did have nice, 
coloured flowers - it was great to see the bee-friendly Calendulas included here. The flower display at the wooden 
‘Fáilte go Dromad’ sign entering from the Dublin/Longford side is quite striking and great to see pollinator friendly 
species like Lavender, Borage and Clematis planted at the raised stone bed there. The railway station is a key 
feature of the town and is maintained to a high standard. The old red bricked railway building is particularly striking 
and wonderful to see it is still used for part of the year. The heritage aspects of your town are quite unique and will 
hopefully be cherished into the future. The new works to the forecourt and bridge lend a sleek look to the train 
station and the area is well kept. On approach from Carrick-on-Shannon at Hunt’s Supermarket, while the area is 
relatively tidy, the flowerpots near the recycling centre may need some attention in terms of maintenance and 
planting and the bins a little cleaning. The Copper Still pub looks tidy and nice to see the window boxes here. A 
wonderful effort in this category.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Dromod is a beautiful little town with an attractive harbour which has managed to hold on to its many heritage 
features and character despite a large population increase in recent times. You seem to have a strong community 
spirit and work together to keep your town looking clean, tidy and attractive. You also strive to consistently improve 
it, as well as making space for nature. Keep up the great work and best of luck into the future!


