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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Ádh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for your detailed application form, map and photographs, as well as your 3-Year Plan. Do you intend to create a new 
plan from 2022 onwards? While appreciated, the form was so detailed in places that it was difficult to cover all 
bases. This takes more time, so please consider a more condensed version in future. The sections with short bullet 
points were easier to follow! A committee of 16 and volunteer group is 30 is a healthy support network – and 
wonderful to hear you now have representatives from the estates joining you now too. Your regular meetings should 
help to keep momentum up. By communicating via both social media platforms (Facebook and now Instagram), as 
well as the more traditional methods of the local newspaper and parish bulletin, you are reaching audiences in a 
range of age groups. It is brilliant that you have an active Junior Tidy Towns group that is full of new ideas while 
assisting you practically too. I acknowledge the support you have from the organisations listed, including local 
businesses, schools and the health centre. I spotted the noticeboards at The Depot windows in Dromahair, which 
passers-by can easily view. Having a central location for this centre serves you well as it seems like locals and CE 
workers drop in on a frequent basis. I see you also have a website in the works, so good luck with that. It is 
impressive that you have been entering the competition for over 40 years and it’s still going strong. I get the 
impression you are a hard-working community who strive to get the job done. Well done and keep up the good 
work!

45

Well done on securing funding last year for renovating the old Garda Barracks. This will make a fine community 
centre. Best of luck with the design process and planning application. I was delighted to see the old Abbey Manor 
Hotel building being renovated on my visit. It seems as though this was a beautiful old building and I would love to 
see it on its completion. It will really enhance the streetscape when finished. I noted the entrance to the former 
pub/dance hall which looked like a derelict area. Happy to hear it will be transformed into the Breffni Centre 
complete with library, work hubs and smart homes. The painted old milestones dotted around are now really 
highlighted and well finished. Like many rural towns/villages your town has been affected by dereliction and there 
were a couple of vacant houses and rundown laneways on Main Street. The Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 
has been put to good use on a few shop fronts – Siobhán’s Hair and Ann’s Cutting Corner were well presented, as 
was McGoldrick’s Centra. There was an old house painted in a striking blue colour. The Village Tea Rooms, Harvey 
Meats and Leonard’s XL/Post Office also deserve a mention. The Tidy Towns window displays are a great idea for 
this empty premises! The flower towers and containers add a blast of colour to the streets – glad to see some 
include pollinator friendly species too. The community centre and playpark are a little way outside the centre and the 
road out safest reached only by car, unfortunately. The playpark was busy and well maintained on my visit, though 
the building may benefit from being painted to give it a facelift. Overall, great work in this category!
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road out safest reached only by car, unfortunately. The playpark was busy and well maintained on my visit, though 
the building may benefit from being painted to give it a facelift. Overall, great work in this category!

Fair play on planting the 20 Oak and Hazel tress opposite the community park, in addition to securing the new Astro 
pitch. The new woodlands project sounds promising here. In relation to the potted tress in the town centre, while 
trees can do well in pots when young, now that these are maturing, they should be transplanted into the ground at 
suitable locations. The sight of yellow Daffodils in the spring on entering the village was a joy, no doubt. Great that 
your young trees are well taken care of in terms of tie adjustments and staking. I noted in your application that you 
leave a large section of the green at the Apple sculpture unmown for wildlife. Planting at the Jackie McKenna 
sculpture looked lovely with some pollinator friendly species and the old pump area is presented nicely.

It is apparent you are putting much effort in under this category, which pleases me. I enjoyed seeing the ‘Wildlife 
Corridor’ by The Depot. It was buzzing with insects the day I was there and looked wonderful. Glad to hear you 
participated in ‘No Mow May’ at various locations, e.g. Creevlea Abbey. Hopefully the National Tree Week planting 
planned for this year can be carried over to 2023. Good to hear your members are keeping up to speed on 
biodiversity topics by attending local events! I noted the pollinator friendly plants in various spots across the town, 
which is great. A community Biodiversity Plan will be a fantastic bonus to your town, getting projects down in print by 
a qualified ecologist can make all the difference and should boost projects for biodiversity locally. I hope this can be 
drawn up soon. Promoting citizen science via the NBDC is a great move and will increase knowledge among local 
people. I wish you well in your discussions with the OPW in regard to invasive species eradication on the River 
Bonet – this is such an important threat that needs to be tackled urgently. For more inspiration under this category, 
check out the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) and related resources at pollinators.ie. The AIPP ‘Managed for 
Pollinators’ signs are also available to download for free from this website.

I found the town to be relatively litter-free and tidy throughout. Signage was well maintained in general. It is really 
positive that you have a strong team of volunteers that litter pick regularly. The new part-time RSS worker should be 
a good support here too. The annual National Spring Clean event is an important one to get people motivated, so 
glad to hear you continue to take part. I noted that the majority of the footpaths were clean and going by your 
application they have been recently power washed, as well as the sculpture at Rockvalley. There were just a few 
spots that looked quite untidy, though I acknowledge a few are somewhat out of the Tidy Town’s remit, e.g. a 
derelict looking yard near the bring bank area, which had some unused vehicles parked nearby and the abandoned 
cars around Woodview Inn with weeds growing up around them. The enclosed open yard/store of the shop to the 
rear of Main Street looked a little untidy and the entry at the laneway to the right of the Abbey Hotel was a little 
overgrown with weeds. Be aware also of the spreading Buddleia in the town – while pretty and great for butterflies, it 
becomes quite invasive! The relatively new solar bins and dog waste bins should help motivate people even more to 
keep the streets clean. Great efforts being made in this category but a little work here and there will really improve 
the overall look of the streets.

You are making great strides in this category. Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as 
conserving water, minimising waste and practising recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as 
well as saving energy and using renewable energy where possible. Well done on the LED lighting upgrade at the 
walkway which should save a lot of energy. The reuse of various materials for planting projects, as well as growing 
plants locally and sharing are simple actions, but inspiring. Delighted you are collecting local wildflower seeds for 
planting – the most sustainable kind of all plants! Reusing 200 donated flowerpots should save a lot of plastic too! 
The continuing use of the rainwater butts from The Depot, etc means you must be conserving many litres of treated 
water – it would be interesting to know how much! The idea to swap used uniforms is brilliant and more communities 
should partake nationwide as children outgrow them quickly, creating textile waste, as well as being costly. Also well 
done on both the football boot and book swaps which also encourage a circular economy. I hope the deferred 
energy efficiency courses for local primary school children can finally go ahead next year. Dromahair, especially 
Main Street outside the Centra, is busy with traffic and parked/parking cars, but your town is not alone in this. I did 
note the bus stop and timetable in the village – good to see it being used well. Also noted the bring bank area near 
the village centre. To become more familiar with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, I suggest you visit 
irelandsdg.geohive.ie, which may offer further inspiration for the future.

Securing a representative from each housing estate for the committee is a great achievement. There are many 
relatively new housing estates in Dromahair. The planned upgrade for some footpaths should really enhance the 
overall look and safety of the town. The landscaped corner with the raised stone flowerbed at Drumlease was a 
welcome burst of colour with some lovely pollinator friendly planting. Several estates I saw were well maintained 
and presented, e.g. Wood Green. The old Church of Ireland and its old stone boundary walls are very picturesque, 
with tidy grounds attached. Great to see the old pump in the town centre still intact too! One or two of the estates 
had no name sign so I wasn’t sure where I was. An estate on the edge of the town had temporary metal fencing and 
weeds between it and a nice field that had toppled over in places and looked untidy. A fallen wooden fence at Garan 
na Faraoise also needs a little mending. I thought the library and The Depot were charming and well kept with pretty 
planting. The layout of the original village with its old walls and mature trees is beautiful. I was impressed with the 
planted areas of some estates, e.g. Churchfield and Wood Green, which had some pollinator friendly varieties too. 
Drumlease Estate was also nicely kept and the landscaped corner really enhances this spot. Rookvalley was very 
tidy and the sculpture at its entrance is pleasant and neat. The old yellow coloured parochial house (I assume?) on 
the way in here is very striking with gorgeous gardens.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



planting. The layout of the original village with its old walls and mature trees is beautiful. I was impressed with the 
planted areas of some estates, e.g. Churchfield and Wood Green, which had some pollinator friendly varieties too. 
Drumlease Estate was also nicely kept and the landscaped corner really enhances this spot. Rookvalley was very 
tidy and the sculpture at its entrance is pleasant and neat. The old yellow coloured parochial house (I assume?) on 
the way in here is very striking with gorgeous gardens.

Some of the information included on the application form for this category was more related to green spaces and 
biodiversity, but I tried to slot this information in where appropriate. I was impressed with the beautiful new stone 
welcome signs entering Dromahair from two directions. The simple wooden planters here too had lovely flower 
displays which enhanced them further, so well done. There is one old green and gold sign on the southern approach 
after the bridge that looks fine but may need a little maintenance. The new footbridge over the River Bonet on the 
Drumkeeran side is a great achievement and I see it was further enhanced by flowerpots, as was the entrance to 
the greenway. The original blue signs are clear and presented well. I noted some of the old railway buildings by the 
Riverbank Restaurant have been renovated and the restaurant itself looked very inviting. It is a pity this area is not 
better connected to the town centre just yet. The view of the River Bonet entering the town via the community park 
side is striking. Well done on your work in this category overall.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I was pleasantly surprised by Dromahair and really enjoyed my visit. There are some lovely heritage features dotted 
around, in addition to an air of positive community spirit. There are a lot of projects happening and the work to date 
has really paid off. You should be very proud of your achievements. Best wishes for the future and I hope to visit 
again to see your progress!


