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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór oraibh! Many thanks 
for providing a detailed map and photographs with your application form. There was plenty of information to go on in 
your form, which was mostly helpful. However, it is always best to reduce the introductory text and focus on mew 
and maintained projects, to make it easier for the adjudicator to assess your village. Well done on your 5-Year Plan 
also, which I believe was launched before last year’s competition round. I see that you have a strong group of 
volunteers both on and outside the Tidy Towns committee, as well as numerous other groups and clubs in the area, 
including the GAA Club, Fóroige and national school. It is great you are engaging with the various residents’ 
associations and hopefully residents’ associations will be established soon. It is good that you engage with a range 
of age groups in a variety of ways, incorporating social media, WhatsApp and more traditional methods such as the 
parish newsletter and newspaper notes. Monthly in-person meetings help to keep the momentum up as well as 
providing face to face get-togethers, which digital methods can’t really replace.
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The new recycled planters blend in very well alongside the three benches along the lakeside. There were some 
pollinator friendly flowers in them too, which is positive. I noted the lakeside sign was empty, but you did explain it 
was a Tourist sign that was water-damaged and is due to be replaced. I liked the painted wooden flower boxes 
placed around the village with pleasant flower displays. I visited a small part of the Mass Pass – fair play on the 
resurfacing job here. The freshly painted business fronts look sharp. It is a pity to see The Parlour shut, but the 
salons between it and Mr Chips look well. The old JJ Dolan pub on Church Street is very ‘retro’ and has real 
potential. I did notice someone working at the sign when leaving on the day of my visit, which is promising. There 
were some lovely window baskets here and there, such as at Masterson’s shop, Mitchell’s Bar and at a few of the 
houses along Main Street and Church Street. McCann’s Centra, the Post Office and Credit Union all look especially 
well maintained. Modern Designs also deserves a mention. The Cornmill Theatre looked tidy, but I confess I didn’t 
know it was the theatre until I looked at the sign over the door around the corner. Perhaps a main sign would be a 
good idea? The planting beside the theatre is pretty, enhancing the entrance and millwheel.
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Bredagh Barley Field playpark has been well maintained with colourful picnic benches. The Lavender flowerpots at 
the estate entrance are pretty and good for pollinators. The community garden seems popular with great raised 
beds and the wildflower plots look great. The Town Lake is a lovely asset and a peaceful spot to have lunch! A 
couple of seating and viewing stands would be nice down the little winding lane to the lake - as you have indicated 
this is in the pipeline. The flowerbeds and trees opposite the lake between the car parking bays are a nice touch on 
entering the village from the Mohill Road. The memorials are kept beautifully, with the addition of pollinator friendly 
flowers, but you might want to move the front flower box so that visitors can read the writing on the stones! I see that 
the 5-Year Plan suggests replacing the gravel with grassy, ‘low-mow’ areas, which could be easier to maintain and 
better for biodiversity.
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couple of seating and viewing stands would be nice down the little winding lane to the lake - as you have indicated 
this is in the pipeline. The flowerbeds and trees opposite the lake between the car parking bays are a nice touch on 
entering the village from the Mohill Road. The memorials are kept beautifully, with the addition of pollinator friendly 
flowers, but you might want to move the front flower box so that visitors can read the writing on the stones! I see that 
the 5-Year Plan suggests replacing the gravel with grassy, ‘low-mow’ areas, which could be easier to maintain and 
better for biodiversity.

Biodiversity is certainly a central ethos for Carrigallen, which I’m delighted to hear and you had plenty of information 
under this category. While normally I would enjoy reading through it all, in this instance I feel it was a little long. I 
suggest you keep the introduction brief with a focus on new and ongoing projects, which makes it easier for the 
adjudicator. I appreciate your enthusiasm though! I’m delighted to hear you don’t use weedkiller near the lake, nor in 
the village in general. The community garden looked tidy and well used, with nice wildflowers on my visit, which is 
great to see. Well done on beginning to use peat-free compost also. Planting the sunflower seeds is a great show of 
support for Ukraine while aiding biodiversity! The Mud Bugs events sound like great fun, and well done on 
completing the online Biodiversity training.  A wildflower garden at the rear of the Cornmill Theatre would be 
wonderful, I wish you well with that! I noticed the wildflowers at the recycling centre, referred to in your application, 
had been removed on my visit, which is unfortunate. Some of the grass verges looked quite cut/strimmed, e.g. along 
the road by the GAA grounds entrance. Leaving some long grasses would be of great benefit to nature here. One 
important thing I must highlight here is the surprising amount of Japanese Knotweed around Carrigallen. I see this is 
highlighted in your 5-year plan. I noted it in the hedge behind the alleyway at Mr Chips, the empty yard on Church 
Street, beside Masterson’s pub and in the Bredagh playpark. This is not the fault of the Tidy Towns, however, you 
need to liaise with Leitrim Co Co to erect signs and work on its eradication. It is a very invasive plant which spreads 
easily and can do a lot of damage to both property and our native biodiversity.

Overall, the village was relatively litter-free. The new solar bin is a great addition to the village and it will be brilliant 
to secure a dedicated dog waste bin, which is in the pipeline. I saw that a waste bag station was well stocked in the 
meantime. Well done to the volunteers who do regular litter picks and the TÚS workers. The area around the 
recycling bins is very clean and tidy. The forecourt area at the busy Carrigallen Fuels is tidy, but perhaps the 
signage could be improved, especially in such a prominent part of the town? Some of the houses are beautifully 
presented, two in particular stood out for being nicely painted and having nice flowerpots, e.g. on the Mohill Road 
opposite the lakeside and another on Church Street. The footpaths are well maintained for the most part, except for 
one or two areas, e.g. in front of the Fairgreen houses. It is promising to note you are encouraging local children to 
be more litter aware trough competitions and litter picks.

Sustainability is a broad topic, but it boils down to actions such as conserving water, minimising waste and 
recycling, encouraging walking/cycling and public transport, as well as saving energy and using renewable energy 
where possible. It is apparent you are making the effort to do lots of little things which all add up to creating a more 
sustainable community overall. Even creating awareness is a big step. The active community garden and 
associated composting is a key initiative. Also of note is the Clothes Clobber for uniform swapping, etc and the links 
with the Clutterbug charity shop in Arva. The football boots swap was a great idea too, initiating a circular economy 
mindset and reducing costs for local families. Great to hear the charity shop and local community stepped in for the 
Ukrainians who have recently made the locality their home. Water butts at the vocational school and Bredagh 
community garden are saving on using lots of precious, treated water, I am sure. Good to note that steps are being 
taken to encourage biodegradable cups and reuse coffee grinds for composting. Perhaps more people can be 
enticed to use reusable cups locally too? Carrigallen, like many rural villages/towns, is traffic-heavy, so making full 
use of public transport such as the Local Link is important. I noticed you have a recycling bank which is in good 
order. I would suggest becoming more familiar with the Sustainable Development Goals which may help give you 
some ideas for improving in this category in future. See irelandsdg.geohive.ie for more details.

It is unfortunate that some of the terraced houses along Main Street are unoccupied, which lets the overall look of 
the street down. Hopefully these will be refurbished and lived in again in the near future. Bredagh Old School and 
the Church of Ireland on Church Street are beautiful old buildings that are immaculately kept. The mature Beech 
and Horse Chestnut trees in this area are gorgeous. The old wells – Barrack Well and Church Well – are interesting 
features in their own right and it is great they still stand and are appreciated by the local community. There were 
some pretty flower displays at the Church Well. I did find the ‘No Dumping’ sign on the railings here a bit out of 
touch, but perhaps needs must due to previous experience. Well done on getting footpath approval to Killahurk, 
which will be a great asset. Some of the terraced houses at Fairgreen looked fine, but others require some painting 
and a little more weed removal along the footpath. It was nice to see the kids here had been playing hopscotch out 
the back, but there was a green area behind here that could be greatly enhanced for them to enjoy. Cois Locha 
estate looked particularly well. Bredagh Estate looked neatly kept. The new footpath, lighting and resurfacing were 
noted at Cluain Álainn, which is positive.

The Vocational School grounds are very well kept, and as suggested in your 5-Year Plan they will be enhanced for 
biodiversity. Its boundary walls may also need repair and painting, but I note this has started recently. The derelict 
building by Masterson’s pub on Church Street is a little unfortunate to see along this stretch as is the one on 
entering the village from the Mohill Road before Mr Chips. The lack of signage on entering Carrigallen was apparent 
in contrast to other places I have visited. I did note those on the Mohill Road and on entering Church Street, 
however. These signs give a sense of place and offer a nice welcome. I see your 5-Year Plan notes the issue of 
signage and it seems a start has been made on this, e.g. the ‘Adopt a Street’ sign at Church Street. Once this is 
addressed further it will really improve the overall look of the village. The stone walls and flowerpots are quite 
charming at the Church Well on entering the village. The ‘back-pass’ behind Main Street is an interesting feature 
and quite pleasant to walk along, with some nice natural features. Good to hear that lighting is planned for this path 
to make it safer in the evenings. While the St Margaret of New Orleans Cottage and St Patrick’s Well are both some 
distance outside the village, I did visit them and was not disappointed. It is great to see these two heritage features 
being cherished and conserved.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



biodiversity. Its boundary walls may also need repair and painting, but I note this has started recently. The derelict 
building by Masterson’s pub on Church Street is a little unfortunate to see along this stretch as is the one on 
entering the village from the Mohill Road before Mr Chips. The lack of signage on entering Carrigallen was apparent 
in contrast to other places I have visited. I did note those on the Mohill Road and on entering Church Street, 
however. These signs give a sense of place and offer a nice welcome. I see your 5-Year Plan notes the issue of 
signage and it seems a start has been made on this, e.g. the ‘Adopt a Street’ sign at Church Street. Once this is 
addressed further it will really improve the overall look of the village. The stone walls and flowerpots are quite 
charming at the Church Well on entering the village. The ‘back-pass’ behind Main Street is an interesting feature 
and quite pleasant to walk along, with some nice natural features. Good to hear that lighting is planned for this path 
to make it safer in the evenings. While the St Margaret of New Orleans Cottage and St Patrick’s Well are both some 
distance outside the village, I did visit them and was not disappointed. It is great to see these two heritage features 
being cherished and conserved.

Concluding Remarks:

Carrigallen is a charming little village with some lovely heritage features and a strong theatrical and cultural 
background. It is obvious you take environmental and biodiversity issues seriously, which I am delighted about. You 
seem to put a lot of effort in to improve across all categories year on year and I commend you on that. Best of luck 
and I look forward to visiting again in future!


