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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór, Thanks for all the 
information you supplied, I quite liked the layout of your  application in terms of letting me know all your New, 
Maintenance and Future projects at the start of your submission. Well done to whoever thought of that layout, it was 
concise and clear.. I took it that this was your 3-year plan, but if you have another plan please submit it, along with 
your application next year. Whilst your map allowed me to do a good bit of work before I went on site it didn’t work 
for me when I was walking around the town. Next year please provide a hand drawn map of the town outlining areas 
you’d like the adjudicator to visit and key landmarks. In saying that, it is good to see new technology being used so I 
welcome your innovation.  It is great to see your committee so involved in the community and with statutory 
agencies. Local voice needs to be heard so keep up this good work. 
It is great to see you communicating so effectively within your community as I noted your little signs around the 
town. I’d like to see your logo on the “pollinator friendly, no mow area” signs, it’s important that TidyTowns gets the 
recognition they deserve.  
Delighted to see you working on active travel with the local schools. Active travel is a key area for local authorities 
with considerable funding available. Therefore, key to the success of this programme is encouraging local 
communities to get involved. Starting at school level and developing habits that could last a lifetime is the 
cornerstone of our transition to a more sustainable model of transport in our urban areas. I noted the cycle path on 
Station Road, hopefully people will use it and it will be the first of many.
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You have made dereliction your number one priority in this category. I’m sure you are aware that dereliction can be 
complex and requires a lot of work that often takes years to overcome. Continue working with Laois County Council 
on this and they should have a vacant homes officer that you can consult with.  Your mains street has many fine 
buildings and whilst some are derelict it was good to see a planning permission notice in one and some work 
ongoing at  the old AIB building.  Hopefully this is an indication of progress. Celebrate these successes!  I agree, the 
paving on the newly laid paths were a good choice and still are very clean. It will be great to get the cables 
underground, where this has happened in other towns it has given a completely different look and feel to the street. 
Your market square was I believe enhanced with the large mural depicting one of my favourite Irish movies. 
However, there is no doubt that having some use for the old Market house would be of great benefit to the town. 
The public area around the library was nicely presented and I noted the 1916 memorial here too. The area around 
Portarlington Swimming Pool was well kept and the day I was there staff where outside cleaning, good on them. 
Páirc Spraoi na hAbhann was well kept and it is in a fantastic location so close to the Town. The location of your 
solar bins is top notch. All too often because of their size these bins are placed in ill-suited locations. In Portarlington 
I thought you had done a great job and the historic decals on the side was excellent.  I would have liked to have 
seen the name Cúil an tSúdaire (A lovely name by the way) on the fire station as is required. Maybe you could lobby 
the fire service to have this done. On the river Barrow walk, please try and have the 3 red sculptures re-painted.
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solar bins is top notch. All too often because of their size these bins are placed in ill-suited locations. In Portarlington 
I thought you had done a great job and the historic decals on the side was excellent.  I would have liked to have 
seen the name Cúil an tSúdaire (A lovely name by the way) on the fire station as is required. Maybe you could lobby 
the fire service to have this done. On the river Barrow walk, please try and have the 3 red sculptures re-painted.

I entered Portarlington via Station Road and the roundabout here offers a good first impression of the town with the 
effective landscaping. The planter at the Market square looked a bit bare even for the time of year I visited, perhaps 
it was a work in progress. The green spaces at both parks I visited are well kept and both had areas that are 
promoting and enhancing biodiversity . I also noted that you have an active tree planting programme. There is great 
information in the TidyTowns handbook on looking after trees in their early years, whilst helping to get them 
established. For instance please check the ties at the newly planted trees beside the playground and astro pitches. 
Congrats to the workers on the CE scheme on helping you with this work it is evident that they are taking great pride 
in their work.

Next year please submit your biodiversity plan it will give us an idea of what is going on. I noted lots of areas being 
left to wild in both parks, this is a great thing to do as it not only promotes biodiversity, but it also creates awareness. 
I thought your bird and bat boxes along the wall in front of Supervalu could be more appropriately positioned, get 
some advice on this.  Use of perennials in your landscaping to promote biodiversity is also noted, this is the way 
forward with landscaping in the future, but I know it will take time to adjust.

Overall, I thought Portarlington was neat and tidy. As previously noted, the solar bins are well positioned and look 
good. All signage was clean and when the cables are underground it will a major step forward for you. I identified 
only one area of long lie litter this was at a gate on station road on private property.  There are bins in Clanmalire 
that need replacing as they have no lids, crows love this! I admire your decision not to have Mutt Mitt bins. Whilst 
they do have a place in certain areas I believe in the motto “any bag any bin” and it is extra work and incurs a cost 
keeping these stocked. I also noted newly erected  signage panels at the pool and market square. I believe these 
are to be used to promote community events. As these were empty it would be practical  to have some signage of 
your own placed in them, especially if  they aren’t going to be used periodically. Make sure your signage is bilingual, 
le do thoil.  
It is clear you have given careful consideration to this category and it is paying dividends, well done

Fantastic news that you have received funding to develop an Energy Master Plan as part of your Sustainable 
Energy Association. This is the first step in a transitioning process to a low carbon town. Please keep us up to date 
with this initiative especially the results of any changes that are made in terms of CO2 or energy reductions.  Great 
news that the school has introduced water refill stations. Again, let us know what reduction in terms of plastic waste 
they achieve by doing this. I would also recommend that the first place you look for a water refill station is near the 
leisure centre and playground area. Start with one and see how it goes. As noted previously sustainable travel is a 
big concern of yours, maybe you could collaborate with Laois sports partnership and have events during bike week 
in the town.  Finally let us know how Mr Galvins business progresses, towns throughout the country are looking for 
more environmentally friendly ways to tackle weed growth, there is great interest in this area.

All residential streets in the core are nicely presented. The streets leading to Tullamore and Ballynorris road 
particularly attractive. I visited quiet a few estates and I was pleased with what I saw included was Castlegate, 
Station Court, Ballymoris Court, Clanmalire and a special mention to the residents in Woodlands Park. I also noted 
new housing developments taking place, great to see.

All approach roads are excellent, and I noted works undertaken by yourselves on quite a few in terms of tree 
planting. As stated previously it makes a great first impression and is not something that should be overlooked in 
this competition. Keep up this good work

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I was very impressed with all the work been undertaken in Portarlington. From approaching the town via the 
Odlum’s factory I was taken with everything I saw around the town. A lovely vibrant area with a historic town centre. 
Well done to your community, gach rath oraibh go léir


