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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Thank you very much for all the documentation you submitted along with your submission, it was very helpful when 
undertaking the adjudication. Your submission was detailed and well laid out with good use of photographs.  
Although your committee is small on numbers you are big on ideas and more importantly you are seeing real 
progress with improvements to your lovely town.  Your action plan is well developed with projects defined in each 
category. Please ensure that they are achievable and please allocate an action plan reference number to each 
project in your submission document.  Thanks for the map, I would much rather a simple hand drawn map with the 
projects identified and a few key landmarks as a guide to locations. This is something to consider for next year. 
The list of organisations both voluntary and statutory that you are engaging with is impressive. I am particularly 
pleased that you are actively involved with both the Town Team and Strategy Group.  Where Town Teams are 
active in the Country, they have proven to be very successful in developing projects and more importantly securing 
funding for improvement works. I wish them both every success in their endeavours. 
Reimagine Mountrath sounds like a very interesting project. Developing a sustainable community plan is very 
progressive. Wonderful too that you have chosen to engage in a public consultation. Furthermore, I am pleased to 
hear about the Landscape Plan, there is no doubt that having a cohesive landscape plan professionally developed 
will be of huge benefit. Please let us know next year how these projects are progressing and include any projects or 
actions in your TidyTowns Plan as well.
I enjoyed seeing pictures of all the volunteers undertaking an evening’s work on your Facebook page. Please 
continue to spread the good news about TidyTowns.  You are correct to say that personal contacts and relationship 
building with residents’ groups is vitally important, maith sibh!
I particular like that you are actively engaging with young people in the community outside the formal education 
setting and listening to their views. Mól an óige agus tiocfaidh siad. The St. Patrick’s Day Parade was a very good 
project. I am more than happy to award marks under the “Sustainability – Doing More with Less” category for this 
project. Awareness of environmental issues is key in this category.
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On the day of my adjudication the resurfacing works were ongoing. You can be certain this did not affect your 
adjudication in anyway, quite the opposite, I am pleased for all involved to see this investment by the Local 
Authority. This will make a huge difference and enhance the main streets of the town.  I think Market Square is a 
particularly nice centre piece for the Town with many fine businesses operating including Telford’s, Centra, 
Phelan’s, Spar and The Fountain House to mention just a few. Clearly the Street Enhancement projects have been 
rewarding. I did think, however, that the signage on the building closest to the Growing Wall installation was 
excessive.  The growing wall and installation of seating in this area is a good idea. I did wonder though if the 
growing wall requires a lot of watering. This can be mitigated by planting hardier species that don’t require as much 
water. Please consider this for next year and let us know. All in all a good project and a nice addition to the area. 
I did note that the old AIB building has yet to be repainted. It looked to have been stripped so hopefully a work in 
progress. The gable wall here would be a good location for a mural should that be something you’d like to progress; 
they can work well if professionally done and kept maintained.  I think too that the upper floors of the library building 
will require painting in the next few years. In addition the Council should put their name As Gaeilge on the building, 
as is required.  Something to plan for in the next number of years. 
It is heartening to read that new businesses are opening. I noted both charity shops, these are an important part of 
the circular economy.
The new car park is very nicely presented, and I like the choice of street lighting columns. Well done to the design 
team on getting these details correct. It may have been at an additional cost but in my opinion well worth it. London 
Planes whilst not native was an interesting choice, hopefully they will mature nicely for you. 
I am sure you are aware that dereliction is still an issue in the town. I thought one or two properties were particularly 
bad. One on the corner of Portaoise Road with broken glass at head height and the gable end of another at Market 
Square/Main Street. Keep working on this, I know progress can be slow, but it will be worth it in the end.
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rewarding. I did think, however, that the signage on the building closest to the Growing Wall installation was 
excessive.  The growing wall and installation of seating in this area is a good idea. I did wonder though if the 
growing wall requires a lot of watering. This can be mitigated by planting hardier species that don’t require as much 
water. Please consider this for next year and let us know. All in all a good project and a nice addition to the area. 
I did note that the old AIB building has yet to be repainted. It looked to have been stripped so hopefully a work in 
progress. The gable wall here would be a good location for a mural should that be something you’d like to progress; 
they can work well if professionally done and kept maintained.  I think too that the upper floors of the library building 
will require painting in the next few years. In addition the Council should put their name As Gaeilge on the building, 
as is required.  Something to plan for in the next number of years. 
It is heartening to read that new businesses are opening. I noted both charity shops, these are an important part of 
the circular economy.
The new car park is very nicely presented, and I like the choice of street lighting columns. Well done to the design 
team on getting these details correct. It may have been at an additional cost but in my opinion well worth it. London 
Planes whilst not native was an interesting choice, hopefully they will mature nicely for you. 
I am sure you are aware that dereliction is still an issue in the town. I thought one or two properties were particularly 
bad. One on the corner of Portaoise Road with broken glass at head height and the gable end of another at Market 
Square/Main Street. Keep working on this, I know progress can be slow, but it will be worth it in the end.

The landscaping at the roundabout is well done. Planting with biodiversity in mind shows a good understanding of 
what is required in the competition. The amenity area identified as the project you are most proud of is very 
impressive. A lovely mature site with excellent play equipment. On the day of my adjudication two people were 
working at maintaining it, this is great to see. There are a few features I thought were excellent with the table tennis 
being top of my list as this is not something you see too often. I hope it is getting used, if not, consider organising 
something. Maybe Laois Sports Partnership could assist, it would be a great bit of fun. 
The wood fibre pathway in the wildlife park is nicely done and has no doubt enhanced the experience. 
Your tree planting programme is excellent. I would advise consulting the TidyTowns handbook on how to look after 
newly planted trees in their first number of years. There is some great advice contained in the booklet. 
The Gáirdín Ciumneachán is a fine area. However, I would like to recommend the following improvements, 
whitewash the walls and remove the dog waste sign. Whilst an important message, I didn’t think it is appropriately 
placed in this area. 
As mentioned previously the Landscape Plan is an excellent idea and we look forward to seeing great progress in 
this category over the next number of years.
Finally, perhaps next year look at the area around the bridge and ensure that the Mountrath name stone is visible 
and that the planters across the way at Stillbrook Road are improved.

The nature area of the Amenity Park is excellent and offers users a good experience. The steppingstones across 
the river is great and I expect children get a great kick out of them.  The planting at the Quaker Burial ground is 
nicely done as was the River walkway. A few minor issues to note here include a fallen wall and a litter blackspot.  
Having a river run through the town is a great asset and I am pleased to see you are engaged with the Nore Vision 
project.  One of the greatest benefits of this category throughout the Country has been the move towards more 
natural grasslands and the development of meadows. You have embraced this concept, so well done and thanks for 
submitting photographs of these. You might consider completing a survey to see what species you have. It is great 
to see the results of these endeavours

Overall Mountrath was litter free bar one or two areas. Whilst bloom HQ was excellent, there was a lot of litter 
evident in the area adjacent to the tennis courts.  Likewise, on the Riverwalk there was an area that was a litter 
blackspot at the broken wall. I understand this is out of your control,  nor is it your role to address them, so perhaps 
maybe you could bring it to the attention of the relevant authorities. I noted the Mutt Mitt bins around the town, and I 
am happy to report they were all stocked.  Thanks to the CEP for doing the daily litter picks, it is not easy to pick up 
after others so all of us in TidyTowns appreciate their efforts.
The bottle bank at the service station was very well presented always a good sign, so well done to all. 
Thanks for the photographs of Spring Clean and Autumn Blitz. Community litter picking can be very rewarding, 
make sure that you all have a cup of tea together after the pick and make it a real community event.

This was a strong category for you this year with some really good projects. I liked that you divided your projects in 
the submission into different categories and have included waste minimisation as one. You have identified a number 
of reuse projects here including the impressive timber waste fencing at MY Creative Space. It is certainly eye 
catching. The bottle top art project here was also a good idea. Art is a great medium to engage people on 
sustainability issues.  As previously mentioned, I thought the St. Patrick’s Day Parade an excellent idea, so please 
keep raising awareness of sustainability issues.  Great to see that all the schools are involved in the green flag 
programme. Next year let us know what flag they are being awarded. Maybe include a photograph of some of the 
projects they have undertaken. I had a coffee in Phelan’s and noted their compostable cups. However, these are 
only of environmental benefit when they are placed in the compostable waste stream, however, unfortunately most 
aren’t. I would encourage reusable as per action 5.9 of your action plan. 
I noted too Bella Alternations, please suggest they register with www.repairmystuf.ie which is Ireland’s leading 
repair directory.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



make sure that you all have a cup of tea together after the pick and make it a real community event.

There were some very nice residential properties along Shannon Street and Patrick St. I noted the nice new 
development of single storey dwelling on Link Road, a nice infill project. I visited a number of estates all well 
presented. At Old Forge Crescent it is a pity that the hedge row is non-native. Maybe it could be replaced at some 
stage. I did note the new tree planting in this area. Ard Erin, St Fintan’s Terrace, Moanbaun Close and Old Coach 
Lane all looked like nice areas. Congratulations to all the residents in the Kiln Lane on their success.

All approach roads to the Town are well looked after and there is a feel-good welcome as you approach the town. 
The new pathways are welcome and great to see the accessible bitumen walkway on the River walk. As I have 
mentioned previously the road resurfacing project in the middle of the town is great news. Thank you for embracing 
the no mow policy on road verges, the bees will thank you for this!

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was great to visit Mountrath and see the great progress you have made in the town. There are some lovely 
features including the impressive Market Square and the Amenity Park. I would encourage you to keep up the good 
work. Go gcuire Dia an t-ádh oraibh go léir


