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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Thanks for submitting such a comprehensive submission this year along with some great photos of events that took 
place in 2022. Although you have included some parts of your action plan in the submission, I along with all the 
other adjudicators would like this submitted as a separate document or as an appendix to your submission. This is 
something to note for next year. Having a simple, targeted yet realistic action plan allows you to track your projects 
across all the categories.  It is heartening to see that you have over 40 people active within Tidy Towns. Your core 
group of 17 deserve credit for all the work that they do. 
It is great to see all the groups that you work in tandem within your community. TidyTowns is a community effort, the 
more groups that contribute the better. It is also heartening to see you work in close collaboration with your EAO in 
Laois County Council.
I note that you are active on social media promoting the work you do. It was great to see some of the people 
involved and with 2,700+ likes it is clear your page is popular with a great reach. Well done to the page’s admin. 
I had a look in the local SuperValu to see if you had a notice board, I didn’t see it. The TidyTowns sponsor will be 
only too delighted to provide you with a notice board in their store, avail of it. 
It’s also fantastic to see that post Covid you are beginning your work again with Teen TidyTowns and Mountmellick 
Community School. I hope both groups will find it rewarding – the photos you submitted certainly indicate that they 
have been, Mól an Óige agus tiocfaidh said!
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The streetscape of Mountmellick is impressive, with many fine Heritage building. On the day of my visit works were 
ongoing in the Square area, I look forward to seeing the results. You mention in your submission that some 
buildings availed of the Streetscape Enhancement Project. It would be interesting to know which buildings, some 
before and after photos would also be useful to the adjudicator. You the community know that your town has some 
derelict properties so any measure which addresses this is welcome. It’s amazing how a coat of paint on a building 
can have such dividends. I would encourage the owners of all the 3 storey Georgian buildings in the square to paint 
their properties. These are the focal point of the town, but unfortunately some buildings are detracting for what 
should be Mountmellick’s most important and unique feature.  I hope that the barriers you encountered in relation to 
having the Town Hall renovated are resolved and that you make progress, don’t give up.
The buildings around Mountmellick Development Association and the playground across the road are a credit to all 
those that who contributed to these projects. I particularly liked the addition of the Library’s summer reading 
challenge in the playground, a nice idea. I also took note of the “Tree of Hope” another nice community project. It 
might be time to remove the Covid sign from the very fine gate to the playpark. 
The secondary school is an impressive building in the middle of the town and is well presented
The library is a fine building and you have done some nice planting in area. I would encourage the library authorities 
to look at the name as Gaeilge and make sure it is spelt correctly. It looked to me like it was missing a few fadas. 
Likewise, with the fire station, the name should be bilingual 
I also noted some of the street signs with the old-style Irish writing.  I would encourage this, but some signs could do 
with an upgrade whilst retaining their heritage look.
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might be time to remove the Covid sign from the very fine gate to the playpark. 
The secondary school is an impressive building in the middle of the town and is well presented
The library is a fine building and you have done some nice planting in area. I would encourage the library authorities 
to look at the name as Gaeilge and make sure it is spelt correctly. It looked to me like it was missing a few fadas. 
Likewise, with the fire station, the name should be bilingual 
I also noted some of the street signs with the old-style Irish writing.  I would encourage this, but some signs could do 
with an upgrade whilst retaining their heritage look.

It is great to see you are looking after a number of amenity areas including Derrycloney, Derryguile Graigue , 
Garoon and Manor Road. I visited a number of these and itis a big undertaking so well done to all involved. The 
People’s Park is well cared for as mentioned previously. I would like you to consider a tree planting programme as 
part of your 3-year plan in this category. 
The addition of perennials at the roundabout is another great initiative by your committee. This type of planting 
shows a good understanding of what is required in this competition.

I enjoyed a walk along the riverbank, it was a hive of activity with plenty of bird life to be observed. I note that you 
wish to place screed here, good luck with that. You have a great resource here so you should look at completing 
other projects in this area as not every town has something as wonderful as this in their locality.  Be careful though, 
there is a fine balance to having something wild and something managed. I noted the interpretive signage at the 
bridge. When erecting signage make sure its local and relevant. I doubt if your small river would be home to Atlantic 
salmon, but it will be home to many other important species. Consider getting an audit done. 

It’s great to hear that the swift boxes at the back of the arts centre have been successful. This is precisely the type 
of feedback adjudicators like regarding projects undertaken (on the arts centre, can they not take down the 
Christmas lights?)

I didn’t notice much litter on my walk around the town, which is always positive. A lot of the litter bins have been 
replaced and are a nice design. Continue this work and remove any that are obsolete or in bad condition. A bin 
survey should be carried out.  I noted the large Smart bin outside the church. Whilst I welcome the addition of this 
bin, I do feel that you need to give some thought to appropriate placement of these. They work best in areas difficult 
to service or where they can experience periodic high use, such as parks. You can also customise these bins with a 
decal sticker, I think this can enhance their appearance. I wouldn’t recommend them for your beautiful Georgian 
Square, street furniture here should be discrete so as not to detract from the fine buildings you have.

You list a large number of projects in this area, but truthfully only a few really address the area of sustainability. 
Take a read of the handbook to try and get a better understanding of this category. This is the benefit of having a 
3-year plan, it will give you a project to work towards. If I recall correctly Mountmellick was involved a number of 
years ago with the Race Against Waste campaign, there should be good knowledge in the Community on waste 
issues. On a positive note it was good to see some shops operating in the circular economy, offering preloved 
items. It is important that these businesses are supported. You might consider promoting these on your Facebook 
something like “item of the week”.

It is great to hear you are looking for signage for your estates , make sure they are bilingual with Irish first. You 
might also consider keeping with the design of the name plate signs that are on the streets of the town.  I admired a 
few estates on my way around including Twomey Park, Manor Court, and the houses on the Emo road, I particularly 
liked this terrace and the curved Harbour Rd terrace – a style of development I have seen in a few places in Kildare 
and Laois areas but not many others. I believe that Mountmellick is large enough for you to have a best kept 
residential area competition, something for you to consider.

I liked the blue signs on the way into the town from all approach roads, but again the Irish is incorrect, this can be 
easily fixed with a dap of white paint. Maybe it is something you would consider. The areas around these signs that 
you maintain are well looked after but you might consider an upgrade, take one a year and do some new planting 
with biodiversity in mind.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is great to have Mountmellick back in the competition after a short absence as  I think it has a lot of potential in 
this competition. It is a lovely town with many fine buildings and great community spirit. This is evident from the 
many fine projects you are undertaking. Over the winter months take a bit of time to evaluate where you want to go 
and develop a plan that meets local needs and is in keeping with the competition guidelines. It doesn’t have to be 
complex, small steps overtime will bring big results in the long term. Ádh mór oraibh




