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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thanks for all the 
information you submitted in your application and your 3-year plan. It allowed me to do some research on the area 
before I visited. Your 3-year plan is well laid out, make sure that it is realistic and that you can achieve everything in 
it as your committee is small but obviously big on ideas. Having a small committee allows you to focus on what 
you’d like to achieve in your lovely village. Great to see you communicating via traditional methods and keeping 
everyone involved and informed, in a small area like yours this can be often the best method. However, consider 
updating your Facebook page a bit more often, it is a great way to tell your story. Maybe someone in the community, 
not already involved would take on the admin duties for you.  It is great to see that you are involved with so many 
statutory agencies. I would urge you to remain involved with Laois TidyTowns network, learning from others in the 
County that are successful is a great way to progress plus it is great to meet likeminded people. Keep up the work 
with young people, it is so important that we listen to their opinions and get them involved at an early age within the 
community. Perhaps next year you could organise a poster competition with them on the issue of “Sustainability in 
Emo” and display the results locally.
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My first time in Emo and I was taken with what I saw. I walked from the GAA Club (where I noted the painted wall 
and planting) past the well kept St. Paul’s Church up the top of the village as far as  “Siopa Ioma” (love the name). It 
is a lovely village with real character. All the buildings are well presented including the Gate House pub, the M Ní 
Floinn House and the very large period houses to mention just a few. I noted the works that have been completed at 
the village pump, keep this up and consider some more planting for biodiversity. The shelters are a unique feature in 
the town, not something you see too often, the are  clean and well kept. I really enjoyed reading about their history 
on the wall plaque, well done to you on this project. The adjacent garden was also well cared for, but it made me 
wonder is it used for any community events? Let us know next year. You have some big plans in this category, good 
luck on achieving these goals.
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You didn’t include anything in your submission in this category although there are a number of projects listed in your 
plan. It is important to let us know what you are doing no matter how small the activity. All the green areas from the 
GAA, Church and community garden are well looked after well done to all the grounds persons for their hard work.

40

65

23

32

35

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

328

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

44

42

45

40

21

64

32

35

323

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 328

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/06/2022

 



Given the amazing resource that you have on your doorstep in Emo Court this should be a really strong category for 
you. Look about collaborating with Coillte and OPW in having biodiversity awareness events in Emo Court. Some of 
the most important work Tidy Towns undertake is in raising awareness of environmental issues. I noted the various 
interpretive signs at the entrance to the Court. Well done on developing a meadow. Good luck on trying to develop 
the roundabouts with planting for biodiversity, I think this creates a great first impression.

My overall impression of Emo was that it was neat and tidy. I do hope your CE worker is enjoying their role, they are 
very important to Tidy Towns activities. The area around the recycling bin is well maintained and on the day I visited 
a few locals were using the facility, great to see.  It’s hard to pick up after others so keep up this good work and 
great to see that the Laois Litter Warden is assisting you.  The Mutt Mitt bin was stocked, not sure who is 
responsible for this, but it is an important task. I’d like to see the big black plastic bin replaced with something more 
in keeping with the village look, something for you to consider next time you are replacing it.

I liked some of the projects you have outlined in this category especially the book swap in Siopa Ioma and the bike 
racks in the school. You are correct to say that to facilitate more sustainable forms of transport you need the 
infrastructure in place. Some of your most important work will come in influencing statutory agencies to provide the 
necessary infrastructure   Your 3-year plan mentions a water drinking station. I think that the GAA grounds  would 
work best for this. Then encourage a no single use plastic bottle policy for juvenile training, kids love filling their 
reusable bottles from the fountain! 
The weather station took a lot of work to get in situ, hopefully the school will utilise it and keep records so they can 
track climatic variations.  Good luck with the sustainable energy communities project, make sure to let us know next 
year how you are progressing with these projects, it is important to see the results of your endeavours.

Great to see you are collaborating with the local housing estate Killiny hopefully they appreciate your efforts. There 
are some very fine residential properties, and all are very well presented.

The approach roads either side of the village are well cared for and make a good first impression’ Continue the 
conversation with Laois County Council regarding improvements to road surface and footpaths on your approach 
roads, all that is needed is a little bit pf progress every year.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Emo is clearly a village of historical importance. There are many fine buildings and to have a facility such as Emo 
Court on your door step must be great. Your committee is small in number, therefore over the winter months review 
your 3-year plan and prioritise what is achievable and of course celebrate your successes.  You live in a lovely 
area , bain taitneamh as!


