
821Cullohill - An Chúlchoill

Laois

A

37

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Thank you very much for your submission and in particular the preamble which provided me with a great 
introduction to your village, it’s history and the surrounding area. I enjoyed all the photographs you submitted, many 
of them were of you socialising. I think this is fantastic. TidyTowns is all about communities coming together to 
improve their locality, this you have clearly achieved.
Please take some time over the winter months to develop and review your action plan. It is a good idea to ensure 
you have one or two projects per category and that these are achievable. 
The list of agencies and businesses that you collaborate with is impressive.  Ì am pleased to see officers of Laois 
County Council are top of the list. It is so important for TidyTowns to engage with Local authorities so they can 
advocate successfully on behalf of their communities.  Keep up this valuable work and bring any issues you have to 
their attention. Please pass on my thanks to the businesses that sponsor you. As you know a successful TidyTowns 
group requires financial support so this help is appreciated. 
The line up for this year’s Folly Festival was impressive, I hope you had a great time. Such a great venue with the 
Castle acting as an amazing backdrop. I know from experience that organising a festival is a massive undertaking. 
Therefore, I would like to commend the Festival Committee on all their hard work, I ‘m sure there were a few 
sleepless nights leading up to it.
I hope the committee have reengaged with the local school. Perhaps you would consider identifying a small project 
that includes working with young people in the area outside the school setting. I am a firm believer this has many 
benefits and  the committee will be greatly rewarded from this activity.

41

I am delighted to hear the community has united and secured funding to redevelop the derelict cottage into a Food 
Hub and remote working centre. This is a fantastic initiative and I look forward to seeing it reach fruition.  The old 
shop repainted white looks lovely and I wish the developer well with the adjoining property. This has already and will 
continue to make a real improvement to the streetscape.  The community centre is the focal point of the village and 
is well cared for. The car park opposite is in good condition and I was pleased to see no litter at the bottle bank. I 
visited the Church and I was impressed with the Millennium Project, the names of all the Townlands particularly 
caught my eye. It was nice to see the old pump restored. This design of pump is visible throughout Laois and is an 
important characteristic of your heritage.

45

The Castle grounds , with its stone walls takes pride of place in this category. How lucky you are to have this in your 
area. The grounds were immaculate on the day I visited. It was nice to see you have left areas to grow wild in 
addition to all the new tree planting.   The green space above the car park is very nice as is the display of lavender. 
The millennium garden is nicely presented but I wondered if the water feature could be renovated or replaced with 
something new. Páirc na h-Abhann will be a great location for the workers in the food hub to enjoy once this project 
is completed
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark
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The Castle grounds , with its stone walls takes pride of place in this category. How lucky you are to have this in your 
area. The grounds were immaculate on the day I visited. It was nice to see you have left areas to grow wild in 
addition to all the new tree planting.   The green space above the car park is very nice as is the display of lavender. 
The millennium garden is nicely presented but I wondered if the water feature could be renovated or replaced with 
something new. Páirc na h-Abhann will be a great location for the workers in the food hub to enjoy once this project 
is completed

It is great to see you have embraced this category. Rest assured no matter how small the project it is still important 
to enhance biodiversity. Planting wild meadows is probably the easiest intervention and I note that you have a few 
projects completed. I enjoyed a stroll on your nature trail, and I was pleased with all I saw. Native hedgerows are in 
decline, so this project is particularly important. It was visible from my walk the hedgerow is brimming with wildlife. I 
would suggest you complete an audit or survey of what species you have in this area.  
The beehives are a great addition to the locality. It has been scientifically proven that bee species are in decline in 
Ireland, so this project by your local bee keepers deserves special mention and credit.
Your landscaping plan will also help with this category if you can plant pollinator attracting species.

It was great to see Cullohill so neat and tidy on the day I visited. Thanks to everyone who participates in regular litter 
picks and enjoy it as a social gathering. In my opinion, it is still one of the most important activities for any 
TidyTowns group. It is interesting to hear that the number of bags of litter you collect is decreasing. I did wonder is 
this a result of behavioural change in view of your efforts, I hope it is.

I would have liked some additional information on  how you managed waste at the Folly Festival.  Greening a 
Festival is a perfect project under this category. I would suggest you focus on waste prevention rather than solely on 
recycling. I appreciate that this is easier said than done but the EAO in Laois County Council will be able to assist 
you this matter. It was great to read a number of students cycle to school now the footpath has been extended. You 
might let us know how many and submit a photograph, as sustainable transport is included within this category.

Whilst there are no estates in the village the residential houses  in the village environs are well kept. Try and 
encourage all property owners to keep their own area neat and tidy and to pick litter up if they see it. Urge residents 
to pay special attention to boundary walls and field gates. It is evident from a number of projects that you take great 
pride in Townland names in the area. Name stones with Townland names are a great idea but please consider 
adding the Gaeilge to the Ballynevin stone and on all future name stones. The Gaeilge always tell more about the 
area and landscape than the English translation.

I was quite impressed with the large flags on the approach roads, what a good idea. It is good to see that the 
footpaths have been improved and enhanced. The verges are well maintained, and the business premises are all 
well cared for. On the whole, you are definitely making an impact on anyone fortunate enough to pass through or 
visit your lovely village.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I enjoyed my afternoon visit to Cullohill, highlights for me included the Castle and enjoying a peaceful stroll along the 
nature walk. As so much good work continues to emerge it is clear to me there is a strong community in Cullohill, 
taking immense pride in their area, go maire é seo i bhfad


