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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Thank you very much for all the documents you submitted. The plan is well presented with clear and achievable 
objectives. I would recommend reviewing it over the coming winter months and prioritise what you think is 
achievable in 2023. The map was completed with great care and attention and is exactly the style I recommend.
Given the size of your area you have a very active TidyTowns group. There are similar sized communities in this 
competition who are not as fortunate to have such active committee members as yours.. It is also pleasing to see 
that some of the local businesses are supporting you through sponsorship. This support is such an important feature 
of the competition, so please pass on my thanks to them.
One of the most important roles of any Tidy Towns committee is to advocate on behalf of their local area with 
Statutory Agencies, it is pleasing therefore to see you have close ties with the Environmental Department of Laois 
County Council. 
Communicating an environmental message is fundamental to TidyTowns so I am pleased to see you are active on 
Social Media. As your following expands use the platform  to  disseminate environmental information particularly 
around issues such as waste prevention under the Sustainability Category or biodiversity. Perhaps utilise  the fact 
that you now have Kestrels in your nesting box to highlight issues around habitat loss and the lack of prey for these 
wonderful birds.
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Congratulations on completing your number one priority this year. I thought the railings looked excellent. Although I 
didn’t see any before photos of the railings , on the day they looked like they did when first installed. The addition of 
a few planters along the path to the church is a nice addition. Please use pollinator attracting species in your 
planters. The primary school was I thought particularly well cared for and their gardens appears to be in use , which 
is great to see. The houses across from Mary’s Bar and the bar car park were all nicely presented as was the thatch 
cottage cross from the lime kiln. I note from Google Street view that the thatch is a fresh addition (post 2009) to the 
streetscape. I didn’t notice any mural at the Lime Kiln, I hope I didn’t miss it or maybe it’s a work in progress. If you 
wouldn’t mind please include photos next year.  I noted too that work is underway for the  new GAA pitch. This is 
fantastic news for the village and will bring a much-needed community facility to the area. I’m sure that a great deal 
of fundraising was necessary to progress this development so again please pass on my congratulations to the 
committee. Finally, the childcare facility is well cared for and I note from your submission that you engage with them.
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I thought the landscaping in Clough was of a particularly high standard especially in front of the National School, at 
the entrance to the housing estate and at the Lime Kiln. Planting has been completed  with due regard to the 
guidelines in the Tidy Towns handbook and many  beautiful yellow, greens and reds were on display on the day I 
visited.  You all clearly have been blessed with green fingers.  Next year please continue the bulb planting and 
consider how you could incorporate some native hedge planting into the boundary of the new GAA pitch
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I thought the landscaping in Clough was of a particularly high standard especially in front of the National School, at 
the entrance to the housing estate and at the Lime Kiln. Planting has been completed  with due regard to the 
guidelines in the Tidy Towns handbook and many  beautiful yellow, greens and reds were on display on the day I 
visited.  You all clearly have been blessed with green fingers.  Next year please continue the bulb planting and 
consider how you could incorporate some native hedge planting into the boundary of the new GAA pitch

It is a great success to have a breeding Kestrel in your box. As previously mentioned, I think this is something that 
should be highlighted and celebrated. It is important that these beautiful birds are protected. A special mention and 
thank you for the two committee members responsible for installing the beehives. It is  important now to ensure you 
provide enough food for them by planting pollinator attracting species of flowers or some fruit trees.  Meadows and a 
mowing regime that supports wildflowers is now an important feature of this competition. I am pleased that you are 
embracing this and more importantly that you sourced your seeds from a reputable supplier. Please let us know 
more next year with the inclusion of some photographs in your submission.

I enjoyed the design a poster competition themed around litter that you ran during Easter with local school going 
children. It is interesting that on the poster you supplied the young artists drew a scene with two cars on it. How very 
observant, as motorist are often the source of so much litter on our roads! Educating all in the community no matter 
the age on the importance of a litter free environment is one of the most important tasks of TidyTowns.  Therefore, it 
is great to see you participating in Spring Clean and clean up Laois week. I do hope you make it a community 
occasion and have a few refreshments afterwards. Litter picking can be a great community event and can instil a 
great sense of civic pride. Finally, thanks to the CE workers on all the tasks that they carry out in this regard.

I would encourage you to read the TidyTowns Handbook to get a better understanding of this category. Some of the 
projects you have mentioned are in keeping with the category others are not. I was particularly interested to read 
about the book library reuse project and the education project on home composting with the childcare facility.

I was pleased to see the housing estate looking so well and also to see some much-needed housing under 
construction. I wish all the new residents well and hope that they will get involved in the committee. As already 
mentioned, the houses throughout the village are all presented to a very high standard with great care taken in their 
appearance.

Welcome signage on approach roads is of a very nice design. I was intrigued with the Gaeilge and the picture of the 
fox on one of them, then I noticed the identical name on the school. Cloch an tSionnaigh is a lovely name, so much 
more descriptive that just Cloch. Our ancestors had a great understanding of their landscape and an appreciation of 
the animals that inhabited it. That aside, the approach roads into the village are very well presented and it is clear 
you are not overlooking this category.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Following my visit to Clough it is clear that it is a lovely area and great progress is being made. The new GAA pitch 
will be a fabulous addition to your village. Not only will it be a wonderful outlet for the community you will also enjoy 
visits from neighbouring clubs, providing you with an opportunity to show off your village with great pride. Cloch an 
tSionnaigh abú


