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Thanks very much for your application with your 3-year plan included, your biodiversity audit provided  a great 
introduction to your area and the map which I also found very useful.
It is clear that  you have a very active committee. On the day I visited you were all out and about keeping busy with 
grass cutting, painting of the railings, planting and tidying. It was also great to see the derelict building in the middle 
of the town getting painted, some progress for you all.  It’s heartening to see such a large committee operating in 
your area, many committees are small in number, so to have 14 active members and another 6 to help out is great 
news. 
Your Facebook page is up to date including the work I saw you carrying out the day of my adjudication visit and with 
900 likes it’s clear that you have a wide reach. Keep up sharing the good story of TidyTowns, when others see your 
commitment, they will surely be inspired to carry out their own small jobs that will benefit you and the community. 
I would encourage you to ask a local shop to erect a Tidy Towns noticeboard to keep locals up to date, it is great 
way to promote activities and to get a local profile.
Although you don’t have a local Councillor it is great to see you working so closely with Laois County Council and 
the fact that you are on first name terms with “Suzanne” from the Environment Section is great. From what I have 
read Suzanne is really helpful and has undertaken some great work with Tidy Towns especially during the Covid 
period.
CE works throughout the Country are the backbone Tidy Towns, so I applaud all your workers for their efforts, keep 
it up!
In the application form under the question Briefly identify ONE specific project where particular effort was applied 
since July 1st, 2020 – you can choose to pick a project from any category – adjudicators will then make an extra 
effort to visit this project.
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Having ACA status demonstrates the importance of the architecture of Clonaslee.  There are many building and 
houses that are well kept. I particularly liked the use of Irish on Búisteir and Ó Moráin, an rud is annamh is iontach. 
The heritage centre is certainly the focal point of your village and the painting of the railings is welcome. However, a 
few of the interpretive signage in this area could do with an update or perhaps remove and replace.  The community 
centre, playground and secondary school are also well kept. I would like to see the Gairdín Cuimhneacháin getting a 
bit of TLC (trees ties, flag poles and some planting).
I was very impressed by the conversion of the old school into new housing, whilst retaining the old lettering above 
the school door.  Other areas could learn from this, well done to the builder/developer.  Across the road I was 
impressed with the childcare facility. 
The new bike rack and bench looks good and hopefully the interpretive/community notice board in this area will be 
populated soon. Perhaps you could have some of your own notices available when it is not in use by others. 
Overall the public realm of the main street is impressive, and it’s great to see the new businesses opening - Ádh 
mór leo. The committee is aware there are issues with some properties, and you have outlined this in your 
submission. Every local authority should now have a vacant homes officer so I would encourage you to engage with 
them to see if they can help in anyway.
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populated soon. Perhaps you could have some of your own notices available when it is not in use by others. 
Overall the public realm of the main street is impressive, and it’s great to see the new businesses opening - Ádh 
mór leo. The committee is aware there are issues with some properties, and you have outlined this in your 
submission. Every local authority should now have a vacant homes officer so I would encourage you to engage with 
them to see if they can help in anyway.

I note that you keep grass cut in a large number of areas and that flower beds are looked after throughout the 
village. These had recently been planted on the day of my adjudication. In your landscaping and planting you should 
try to encourage biodiversity as much as possible, you have started but you could do a little more. There is a wealth 
of information in the TidyTowns handbook in this regard and it will also feed into the Biodiversity category.

You have a completed biodiversity audit done with 3 pilot projects identified. It is great that you are on a path 
towards introducing more biodiversity in your area. The heather flower bed once established will be a welcome 
addition and provide some nice colours. The wildflowers on the small green also looked good on the day I visited. I 
was also impressed with the miniature “bog garden”, you might consider expanding this. 
You have a number of areas in the village that have gone wild and require very little attention. I noted one area 
beside the pumping station near the childcare facility. It is an area full of wildlife. Take care of this area by doing 
very little. 
Brittas Wood is also a great resource for you, it would be very easy to utilise this area with a nature walk for families, 
your EAO might help with this
You also have a river in your town which is a great for Biodiversity. Contact the Local Authorities Water Programme 
Office community engagement officer to see if you could collaborate on a project.

Whilst I was impressed with the overall appearance of the town in relation to litter, I was disappointed with an area 
at the entrance to the local primary school/GAA club. Some household items have been discarded there and it 
seems they have been there for quite a while. Some of the bins in Hillside estate could also do with replacing. It was 
good to see the Mutt Mitt boxes – all stocked. Let us know next year how this is promoted and who keeps the units 
stocked with bags. Although you have a no poster policy, I noted 2 large advertisements on the outskirts of the 
village 
Your bottle bank was clean and well presented.
Congratulations on having regular litter picks and participating in clean up Laois week, it is not easy to pick up after 
others so all at Tidy Towns appreciate your efforts.

I like the way you categorised your sustainability projects under two different headings, this shows a good 
understanding of the category. I would like you to consider adding a waste project under this category for next year. 
Start with something simple like introducing a no plastic bottle rule at GAA juvenile training or doing a GAA “gear 
swap” before the season starts. Boots and jerseys can be handed down to the next team coming along, parents will 
be delighted to get “new” boots for free and it is a great reuse project.

I enjoyed a coffee in Peavoy’s noting that they had compostable cups. Unfortunately there was no sign welcoming 
reusable cups as per action 5.9 of  your 3 year plan. Compostable cups are only of benefit if they are placed in the 
compost waste stream, most aren’t. Reusable is in my opinion always better

All residential areas I visited were well looked after. It was great to see bilingual names on all the estates; I 
particularly liked the name Clós Fáibhile – not a word I had seen  used for Beech before. As mentioned previously 
bins in Hillview could do with an upgrade.

I noted that the concrete railings had been painted and I thought they looked great. All approach roads were well 
looked after and the only comment I have is in relation to some posters on a gate, but I understand this is out of 
your control.
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Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I really enjoyed my visit to Cluain an Slí, it is clear that you have an appreciation of the historical importance of your 
area and you are ensuring that the village and those that live in it can continue to thrive. Bail ó Dhia ar an obair


