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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Thank you very much for your submission which was well laid out in terms of advising as to which projects were 
new or maintained. Your 3-year plan is well presented. I would encourage you to review all proposed actions to 
ensure they are all achievable as you are a small committee. Please pass on my thanks onto the cartographer, a 
lovely map which was easy to follow. 
As I mentioned your committee is small, but you have achieved so much in this competition and are to be 
congratulated for your ongoing commitment. The competition has changed significantly since you were crowned 
TidyTowns winner, but you are consistent with the times and open to embracing the new elements of the 
competition, especially the biodiversity element. 
It is great to see you are involved with a number of statutory agencies, keep up this important work and advocate for 
your community. Likewise, I am glad to see you are sharing the story of TidyTowns on your Facebook page. With 
nearly 800 likes it is clear you have a wide reach within the community. It was nice for me to see some of the people 
that are undertaking the work on the page, maith sibh! 
I hope you will endeavour to re-engage with the local National School. Consider ways to connect with your people 
and their families outside of the school environment. I think your plans for the Nature and Fairy trail will help with this 
objective.
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I agree it is good to see that the mill has been placed on the market, hopefully this is a sign of progress and with 
luck it will  be developed into a useful space. I do wonder if it could be acquired by the community and developed 
into a remote working hub or for use by the community. There are significant grants available for projects like this. 
The Park by the River Nore is a wonderful feature. I think the addition of one or two more picnic benches would add 
value to the area so I am happy to see you have identified this as a new project. I admire that the far side has been 
left to nature. 
The bridge itself is a wonderful piece of engineering and I particularly liked the lighting columns. It must be very 
picturesque at night-time. The remains of the Normal castle are also very impressive. 
The community centre is well kept and the bottle bank was free of litter. 
There are many fine buildings in Castletown which give the place a sense of grandeur. However, road surfaces and 
footpaths require an upgrade when finances within the local authority allow for it.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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It is great to hear about your new project in this category at the River Walk and please make sure to submit some 
before and after photographs in next year’s submission and include this project in your 3-year plan. I didn’t see it 
mentioned in it. The Riverwalk, as I have already mentioned is a joy to behold. It is not too often that the public can 
get riverside access like that. I suspect sites like this are few and far between on the Nore.  I like the idea of using  
oak thinnings for new fencing, this is a good demonstration of sustainability and of doing more with less. I thought 
the village green was well kept as was the area around the Grotto. Keep up the good work in this category.

Thank you to the local Kayaker who is removing the Himalayan Balsam. The water sampling is an interesting 
project, next year let us know more especially the type of results you are getting in terms of water quality.  As you 
develop the nature trail you should consider having awareness events that promote biodiversity. I would encourage 
you to review your 3 year plan and identify which projects you will carry through to 2023.

I still believe this is one of the most important categories in the competition. It is great to see that you are still 
continuing with regular litter picks. The photos submitted demonstrate that there is plenty of work needed, following 
busy days, maintaining  the riverbank. I also think a solar compacting bin would work well in this area, have a chat 
with Laois County Council about getting one installed.  On the day I visited I thought Castletown was free of litter 
and very tidy, so well done to all involved.

Given your proximity to the river, I think you are correct to focus on water conservation at the community centre and 
local school. Please consider an awareness project on water conservation on your Facebook page and in the local 
community. A simple idea like a “community eco pledge” to conserve water in one simple way might work. I note 
that you are considering a water refill station, I would suggest this is placed close to the riverside park but location 
will be determined by the availability of mains water.

There are many fine residential homes and estates within Castletown. I imagine there is a great sense of pride when 
living in such a nice area. St. Patrick’s Terrace, Churchfield Court, Elderfield Drive are just three examples of streets 
and housing that are  maintained to a very high standard.

I think the approach to the village from the southside (exiting the R445)  is very well cared for a good impression. 
Likewise, from the north side the entrance too is very impressive especially when approaching the bridge.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I was very impressed with my first visit to Castletown. I didn’t expect such a beautiful little village when I took the 
turn off the main road.  You have some lovely features within the town but the highlight for me is the River Walk……
bainigí sult as


